WASHINGTON ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES NEW CCTV LOAN PROGRAM

Introduction:


The Washington Assistive Technology Foundation announces the launch of a new program to provide Closed Circuit TV's at an affordable cost to selected Services for the Blind (DSB) and Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) participants.  Eligible participants include the following --

· individuals who are receiving services through DSB's older blind program and need access to CCTV's to maintain their independence;

· deaf-blind adults receiving vocational rehabilitation services from DSB or the DVR who need access to CCTV's for pre-employment or independent living purposes; and

· high school students eligible for vocational rehabilitation services from DSB ("transition students") who need access to CCTV's for independent living and pre-vocational purposes.  

WATF will administer the program using establishment grant funding provided by DSB.  Our inventory includes black and white and color Optelecs, Telesensories and Clarities.  
Eligibility Requirements:  

Applicants must fall within one of the three categories of eligibility described above. If we have more applicants than we can serve with the CCTV’s available, we will prioritize on the basis of financial need and social impact (e.g., impact on ability to live independently, succeed in education, etc.)  

Other Resources

The program is not intended to supplant the obligations of other entities (including but not limited to employers, local school districts, institutions of Higher Education, the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation and the Department of Services for the Blind).  As such, we may defer applicants who appear to be eligible for funding from other organizations (and will also assist with advocacy within these organizations).  Suitable applicants also will be offered the option of applying for a low interest Access Fund Loan with the goal of owning -- rather than renting -- their own equipment.  

Application Process:

Application forms can be found on WATF's website (http://www.watf.org) beginning the week of August 25.    In the meantime, applications can be obtained by calling WATF at:  (206) 826-1038.  Every effort will be made to process completed applications within 14 days.  If no CCTV's are available when an individual applies, a waiting list will be established.  

The Agreement

Recipients will enter into a one-year service agreement with the Washington Assistive Technology Foundation.  Recipients will be charged a small monthly service fee to offset program expenses including shipping, repairs, replacement and insurance.  Agreements will be for one year with an option to renew.  The fee will be automatically deducted from the recipient’s bank account using Electronic Funds Transfer.  Recipients will be responsible for loss, theft or damage to the equipment and must establish that they have renters or homeowners insurance for such occurrences.   WATF will help to identify resources for insurance if recipients currently do not have it in place.   

The CCTV ordinarily will be delivered to the recipient's place of residence unless other arrangements are made.   Recipients will be provided with brief instruction on use of the equipment and who to call for help.  

Questions or Feedback?  We are very excited about this new program and hopeful that it will provide an effective, affordable and timely means for many people who could not otherwise afford it to acquire CCTV's for independent and pre-vocational purposes.  We will be happy to answer questions and take your feedback and suggestions on the program and its implementation.  Please call or email the Washington Assistive Technology Foundation at (206) 826-1038 or info@watf.org.  

********

INVENTORY AVAILABLE

Optelec 317 Black & White



$25/month

Optelec 517 Color 




$35/month

Telesensory Ultra Black and White

$25/month

Telesensory Aladdin Rainbow Pro Color

$35/month

Clarity Classmate Portable Color CCTV

$30/month

