Professional Training and
Outreach Program

The Professional Training Program prepares
professionals to provide consultation and direct
service and education to children with autism
spectrum disorders, and to train and supervise
other professionals and paraprofessionals in
schools, early childhood centers, hospitals, and
other community agencies. Training experience
is available for professionals at different levels of
education; including interns, postdoctoral
fellows, and University of Washington graduate
students. Master’s and doctoral level clinicians
can also receive this training through the UW
Continuing Education Program. We offer a
variety of workshops to community agencies
and school districts. Training opportunities and
educational materials are designed to meet the
needs of professionals statewide.

The University of Washington Autism
Center provides intervention services,
professional training, diagnostic
evaluation, and program consultation
for children with autism and related
pervasive developmental disorders.

Geraldine Dawson, Ph.D., Director

Felice Orlich, Ph.D., Associate Director

Milani Smith, Ph.D., Training Director

Allison Brooks, Ph.D., Clinic Director, Tacoma

Tacoma Clinic:

UW Autism Center, Tacoma
Cherry Parkes Building
1900 Commerce Street

Box 358455

Tacoma, WA 98402

Phone: (253) 692-4721

Seattle Clinic:

UW Autism Center

Center on Human Development and Disability
Box 357920

Seattle, WA 98195

Phone: (206) 221-6806
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Clinical Services

A variety of assessment and intervention services is
provided for children with autism spectrum
disorders from birth through adolescence by a
multi-disciplinary team consisting of educators,

psychologists, a psychiatrist,
behavior analysts, and a speech- *
language pathologist. > «
WR
The Center provides diagnostic evaluations for
infants, children, and adolescents who are
suspected to have an autism spectrum disorder. In
addition, educational, neuropsychological, and
speech and language evaluations are provided.
These assessments aid in educational and
intervention planning, such as developing IEP
goals and recommending strategies for teaching
new skills. Follow-up consultation to the child's

school often is provided to assist in implementing
recommendations in school or other settings.

Assessments

Early Childhood Autism
Consultants

The Autism Center early intervention program
uses a variety of empirically supported
intervention techniques designed to increase
communication, play, academic skills, imitation,
motor/sensory skills, and social/emotional skills.
The ECAC team utilizes best practice strategies
based on Applied Behavior Analysis,
developmental, and structured teaching
approaches, including Discrete Trial Training,
Pivotal Response Training, TEACCH, Picture
Exchange Communication, among others.

Individualized programs are developed for
eachchild based on the child’s skills and needs
and from input from the families. The Center
collaborates with other service providers within
and outside of the UW Autism Center. Services
are typically provided for children from birth
to early elementary school age at which time
families are transitioned to appropriate services
either within or outside of the Center.

Other Intervention Services

Clinicians at the Center provide a range of other
intervention services. A behavioral treatment
consultation involves working with families
and/r school staff to increase a child's ability to
function successfully and adaptively at home, in
the community, and/r at school. Adolescents
sometimes benefit from individual
psychotherapy focusing on developing satisfying
and stable social relationships, coping with
anxiety and anger, and social problem solving.
Clinicians provide social skills training groups in
which children can increase their social skills
with peers.

Speech and Language Therapy

Our speech-language

pathologist offers evaluations

for receptive and expressive
communication skills,

articulation and oral-motor
coordination through observation,
parent interview and formal
assessment and provides

recommendations to be implemented in home
or school programs. Individual speech-
language intervention is available at the Center.
Different techniques are used which are
tailored to meet the child’s individual
communication needs. Small
group intervention with focus
on social skills and
communication is
also available.

Child Psychiatry Service

The Child Psychiatry Service provides
psychiatric consultation, diagnostic services, and
consultation on medications for children and
adolescents with autism spectrum disorders up
t018 years. The clinic provides state-of-the-art
medication consultations, which in conjunction
with other therapies, can result in lasting
improvements in the child’s overall well being.

Consultation/ Inservice Training

The Center offers consultation to schools and
other agencies to assist them in program
development for children with autism spectrum
disorders. Consultation may target individual
children, classrooms, or district wide programs.
Inservice training is also provided to school and
community providers.



