Instructor Biographies

Stephen R. Dager, M.D., Interim Director, UW Autism Center
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of radiology, adjunct professor for the Departments of Psychiatry and Bioengineering in the UW School
of Medicine, director of the Neuroimaging Research Group and a research affiliate at the Center on
Human Development and Disability. Dr. Dager has been involved in efforts to understand autism for a
number of years. He is currently the UW principal investigator of the Autism Center of Excellence (ACE)
consortium imaging grant studying infants at high risk for autism and principal investigator of imaging
research as part of the UW ACE grant. Atthe nationalle@Sf ¥ 5NX 5F3ISNJ Aa 2V
Department of Defense that decides policy on how best to spend money allocated by Congress for
medical research studying autism. He is currently on the scientific advisory board for Autism Speaks, is a
member of the American College of Neuropsychopharmacology, and served on the scientific advisory
board for the National Alliance for Autism Research (NAAR). He is on the editorial board for Autism
Researcha newly created scientific journal, and was part of the scientific organizing committee for the
May 2008 International Meeting for Autism Research (IMFAR) in London.

Leah Altemeier, Ph.D. is a licensed psychologist at the Autism Center. Dr. Altemeier received her Ph.D.
in school psychology from the University of Washington and specializes in autism spectrum disorders
and learning disabilities. Currently, Dr. Altemeier conducts diagnostic assessments, consults with school
districts, and provides individual and group therapy for children and adolescents with autism spectrum
disorders.

Allison Brooks, Ph.D. oversees the professional training program in the UW Autism Center clinical
program. Dr. Brooks received her Ph.D. in School Psychology from the University of Washington, where
she also received postdoctoral training. In addition to administrative activities, she provides diagnostic,
intervention, and training services. She began working in the autism field in 1987 through volunteer
activities and has had 12 years of experience in assessment, intervention, and consultation with
individuals with disabilities and their families. She is a licensed psychologist and has extensive
experience working on interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary diagnostic, training, and intervention
teams.

Amy Donaldson, Ph.D., CCC-SLP is a research assistant professor interested in the assessment and
intervention of social communication skills and social competence of children with ASD(particularly
facilitation of social communication skills within natural environments). She has worked clinically with
children with ASD and their families for 13 years within a variety of settings and enjoys working with
professionals and families to increase understanding and support around social communicative
competence for children with ASD.
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Noelia P. Garcia, Ph.D., post-doctoral fellow, received her Ph.D. in school psychology from the
University of Washington. Prior to working at the Autism Center, she served as a school psychologist for
Seattle Public Schools. Noelia participates in diagnostic, intervention and training services.

Charu Gupta, M.Ed., BCBA is a consultant at the Tacoma site and provides early intensive behavioral
intervention for children with autism spectrum disorders, as well as professional training in the
community. Ms. Gupta received her master's degree and special education certification from the
University of Washington in 2006, where she specialized in early childhood education. As a student
teacher, she taught preschool in the Experimental Education Unit at the University of Washington, and
during her graduate program she obtained additional practicum experience working with students with
autism. Ms. Gupta began working with students with autism in New Delhi, India, in 1999 and has since
held several volunteer, work and student positions educating students with autism spectrum disorders.
She became a board certified behavior analyst in 2007.

Kelly A. Johnson, Ph.D. is a licensed clinical psychologist at the Center. Dr. Johnson received her Ph.D.

in clinical psychology with child clinical subspecialty from Loyola University Chicago and received further
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Disability. In addition to training activities, her primary role is to provide diagnostic evaluations at the

Autism Center. Dr. Johnson brings a broad range of clinical experience working with individuals with

special needs and their families, including very young children through older adolescents. In addition to

working with gifted/highly capable populations, her clinical and supervisory experience has also involved

children with co-occurring developmental disabilities and psychiatric conditions.

Hower Kwon , M.D. is an assistant professor in the University of Washington School of Medicine and a
board-certified child and adolescent psychiatrist specializing in the assessment and treatment of
children with neurodevelopmental and neurogenetic disorders. His interest in autism began during his
residency and fellowship at the UCLA Neuropsychiatric Hospital. Subsequently, he conducted research
examining the functional and structural neuroanatomy of conditions such as autism, Asperger disorder,
fragile X disorder, and Williams syndrome while a postdoctoral fellow and then senior research scientist
at Stanford. In addition to his work at CHDD, he is an attending psychiatrist at the Children's Hospital
and Regional Medical Center in Seattle.

Shelley O'Donnell, OTR/L provides occupational therapy to children, ages 18 months to 16 years.
Shelley received her B.S. in occupational therapy at the University of Washington and has been
practicing for ten years. She received pediatric training in public schools and private developmental
programs in Connecticut. Her focus has been on working with children with sensory, behavioral and
social/emotional disorders.



Erin Olson, M.S., M.Ed., NCSP, Predoctoral Intern, is completing her Ph.D. in school psychology at the
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degree in health and human development (child development & family science) from Montana State

University. She is currently gaining supervised experience in diagnostic, school consultation,

intervention, and training services as a predoctoral intern at the UW Autism Center.

Milani Smith, Ph.D., licensed clinical psychologist, oversees all clinical services, including assessment
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training director from 2003 until 2007, when she was promoted to the position of director of clinical

services; Dr. Smith became an associate director in January 2008. She conducts diagnostic assessments,

consults with school districts, and provides individual therapy for children and adolescents with autism

spectrum disorders. Dr. Smith received a Ph.D. in clinical psychology from the University of Hawaii with

an emphasis on children and adolescence, as well as cross-cultural issues in mental health. She has been

working with children and adolescents with emotional and behavioral disorders since 1993, and with

children and adolescents with autism and other developmental disabilities since 1995. She has extensive

experience in school consultation.

Anette Sorensen, M. Ed., BCBA is a lead autism consultant and provides early behavioral intervention
services for children with autism spectrum disorders and their families. She received herml & (i S N a
degree in early childhood special education from the University of Washington in 2004 and became a
board certified behavior analyst in 2005. Anette has been working with children with autism for the

past six years and has worked closely with schools to implement autism programs in various school
districts. She provides training and clinical services including behavioral intervention, support for

children with disabilities in the classroom, and individualized ABA programs for children and their

families in the home.

Ron Thomson, M.A., BCBA is a consultant at the Tacoma site and provides early intensive behavioral
intervention for children with autism spectrum disorders, as well as professional training in the
community. Ron received his M.A. in psychology from Westfield State College and has done further
graduate work with the ABA Institute of Northeastern University and the Rehabilitation Institute of
Southern Illinois University. In various capacities with the May Institute, Ron has extensive experience
providing ABA services to children and adults with ASD and other developmental disabilities.

Heather Wallace, M.Ed., BCBA is one of two autism consultants at the UW Autism Center location in

Seattle. After Heather graduated with her B.S. degree in psychology from University of Santa Clara in

2001, she spent a year in South Korea teaching English to students in grades K-8. In June of 2005, she
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Experimental Education Unit (EEU), including one year in the Developmentally Appropriate Treatment

for Autism (Project DATA) classroom. She spent a summer as an assistant teacher in a birth to 3 years of

age classroom, and the following year she was an assistant teacher in a blended preschool classroom.
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children with special needs. Since 2001, Heather has provided ABA therapy to children with autism
spectrum disorders within various home and school settings in and outside the United States.

Samuel Zinner , M.D. provides pediatric consultation on a range of medical issues for children at the
Center. Dr. Zinner completed his residency training in General Pediatrics at Kaiser Permanente Medical
Center in Los Angeles in 1997, and a fellowship training in General Academic Pediatrics and
Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics at Children's Hospital, Boston in 1999. He is certified in General
Pediatrics by the American Board of Pediatrics. Dr. Zinner joined the faculty at Saint Louis University
School of Medicine in August 1999, as Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, continuing until December 2002,
and then joined the faculty at the University of Washington School of Medicine - Center on Human
Development and Disability in January 2003, at the level of Assistant Professor. At the University of
Washington, Dr. Zinner pursues interests in Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics, with a strong
focus on psychosocial and behavioral aspects of neurodevelopment. Clinical activities include attending
at Children's Hospital and Regional Medical Center in General Pediatrics, the Neurodevelopmental/Birth
Defects Clinic at Children's Hospital, and the Child Development Clinic at the Center on Human
Development and Disability. Dr. Zinner is the director of residency training in Developmental Pediatrics.
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