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[Abstract]

The Center for Urban Horticulture is the first institution in the United States to combine scientific research and
teaching with outreach programs and library facilities available to horticultural scholars, landscape professionals,
urban managers, horticultural societies and the gardening public. The Center's mission is "to apply horticulture to
natural and human-altered landscapes to sustain natural resources and the human spirit." The goal of the Center is to
develop, apply and share the most current knowledge about plants and plant populations to the solution of horticultural
problems found from urban to wildland environments. The Center is responsible for the management of the Union Bay
campus and the Union Bay Natural Area. The Center also co-manages the 230-acre Washington Park Arboretum and is
responsible for the management of campus wetlands and shorelines. Center facilities include demonstration and test
gardens, the Douglas Research Conservatory and nursery, office space, research laboratories, the Otis Hyde herbarium
and the Elisabeth C. Miller Horticultural Library. The Center also has a formal collaborative relationship with
Washington State University/King County Cooperative Extension - through this collaboration, space is provided for
programs in Master Gardening and Urban Food Gardening and their staff provides outreach support for the Center. In
addition, the Center has partnerships with the Northwest Horticultural Society, the Seattle Garden Club, the Puget
Sound Mycological Society, Seattle Youth Garden Works and the Northwest chapter of the Society for Ecological
Restoration.

The Center's research deals with the complex problems of growing plants in urban areas, using them effectively, and
maintaining their long-term health and functional value. Faculty associated with the Center have programs in
restoration ecology, sustainable community landscapes, the planning and administration of landscapes along
urban/wildland gradients, human perceptions of urban vegetative environments, the design, utilization, and
management of public gardens, the conservation of biodiversity and the ecological interaction between native and
introduced plant species. The Center's outreach and continuing education program has offerings for elementary and
middle school students, families, adults and professionals. The demonstration gardens, the grounds at both Union Bay
and the Washington Park Arboretum, the library, the herbarium and the various partnerships with support groups are
all an integral part of an extraordinary outreach effort.

The demonstration and evaluation gardens, the Union Bay Natural Area, and the Washington Park Arboretum are

the most prominent and recognized features of the Center's presence in the Pacific Northwest. Thousands of people

enjoy these aspects of the extended campus of the University of Washington.

urged for the dedication of this new land to University

1. History

To understand the history of the Center for Urban purposes was that in addition to all the other needs of

Horticulture, one must begin with the history of the the University, there could be established here a

University of Washington and the Washington Park scientific arboretum for the cultivation, care and study of

all kinds of trees and plants that will thrive in this
4 "

Arboretum. The University of Washington was founded

on May 20, 1861 as a territorial university and was climate. The first arboretum was located on the

located on the current site of the Four Seasons Olympic
Hotel in downtown Seattle. In 18942, Edmond S. Meany,
as a member of both the Board of Regents® and the
Washington State Legislature, secured new land for the

University of Washington. "One of the main reasons

campus. With the construction of the buildings for the
1909 Alaska-Yukon Exposition, the arboretum was moved
from the main part of campus to just north of the future
ship canal. In 1924, the Regents selected Washington

Park in Seattle as the Arboretum's permanent location.
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