
 

 
	  

Prairie Rain Garden Summary 
 
The Prairie Rain Garden 
manages stormwater using 
native prairie plants. Not a 
traditional rain garden, it 
functions similar to a “wet 
swale” meaning it conveys 
stormwater  while maintaining 
areas of saturated conditions. 
The garden incorporates 
mounds (“microtopography”) to 
increase vegetative diversity 
 
Objectives:  
1) manage surface runoff to 
prevent water ponding on the 
trail  
2) convert an underutilized/ 
weedy site into a structurally/ 
biologically diverse native 
prairie plant community  
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