
Native People for Cancer Control
Cancer is the second most 
common cause of death 
among American Indians and 
the leading cause of death 
among Alaska Natives. Cancer 
screening tests, high quality 
healthcare, and cancer clinical 
trials are often not available 
to tribal communities. As 
a result, American Indians 
and Alaska Natives have the 
poorest survival from cancer 
of all minority groups 

In a region with one of the highest proportions of American 
Indians and Alaska Natives in the nation, Native People for 
Cancer Control aims to reduce cancer disparities through 
community awareness, education, training, and advocacy.  
Our goals are to 

increase cancer education activities among urban and rural 
Native people.

form partnerships with Tribal Colleges and Universities for 
cancer education research.

enhance cancer training opportunities for Native researchers.

conduct community-based research on access to cancer care 
and prevention.

reduce cancer-related health disparities by increasing access 
to and use of interventions in Native communities.

Our activities span an eight-state region that includes  
Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, 
North Dakota, and South Dakota. 

We partner broadly with tribal agencies, organizations, health 
clinics, urban Indian healthcare facilities, and schools, as well 
as with cancer treatment facilities and cancer information 
service programs. We also work closely with tribal community 
members, leaders, researchers, clinicians, educators, and 
outreach workers in this eight-state region.
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Key Staff:	 Principal Investigator, Dedra Buchwald, MD 
	 Project Director, Brenda Manuelito, MA (Navajo) 
	 Research Coordinator, Steve Charles (Haida/Tlingit) 
	 Research Scientist, Debra Sprague, PhD 
	 Tribal Liaison, HollyAnna Pinkham, BA (Nez Perce/Yakama) 
	 Research Assistant, Ryan Morigeau, BA (Salish) 
	 Research Assistant, Jessica Sutterlict, BA (Santee Sioux/Winnebago)

Contact: 	 Brenda Manuelito, MA 
	 206-543-3939 
	 bkay4@u.washington.edu

Sponsor: 	 National Cancer Institute Community Networks Program 
	 Grant # 5U01CA114642


