
Metropolis and Micropolitics 
 
May 15-16, 2009, at the University of Washington 
 
Organized by Purnima Dhavan (History), Rowan Ellis (Geography),  Sunila Kale (International Studies),  
Priti Ramamurthy (Women Studies), Vikram Prakash (Architecture), Juned Shaikh (History),  
Keith Snodgrass (International Studies), and Anand Yang (International Studies)  
 
 
Sponsored by the South Asia Center at the Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies,  
the Institute for Transnational Studies, and the Walter Chapin Simpson Center for the Humanities  

The Walter Chapin Simpson Center for the Humanities is dedicated to fostering innovative crossdisciplinary 
research and teaching in the humanities and to stimulating exchange and debate on cultural and intellectual 
issues among University of Washington scholars and the citizens of the greater Seattle community. The 
Simpson Center is committed to a broad conception of the humanities that includes the humanistic social 
sciences and the arts, as well as the sciences and the professions.  
 
To meet these goals, the Simpson Center sponsors a diverse range of programs and research projects designed 
to inspire the cross-pollination of ideas, to encourage emerging knowledge and ways of knowing, and to spark 
meaningful campus-community engagement. These include public lectures and forums, scholarly conferences, 
collaborative research groups, interdisciplinary courses at all levels of higher education, public humanities 
programs, publications, and a fellowship program for University of Washington faculty and doctoral students.  
 
The Simpson Center for the Humanities seeks to promote and sustain discourses of discovery, crossdisciplinary 
conversation, and intercommunity collaboration in the humanities.  

The South Asia Center at the Jackson School of International Studies is a National Resource Center funded under 
the Title VI Program of the U.S. Education Department. The Center’s  mission is to be a resource to the people of the 
State of Washington, the Pacific Northwest, and the United States for knowledge of the South Asia Region, which 
includes the countries of India, Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Bhutan. To this end, the Center offers 
public programs, continuing education for teachers, and distinguished guest speakers on a variety of topics. The 
Center's faculty are leaders in fields of research including languages and literature, economic development, 
women’s studies, anthropology, geography, architecture, and many others.  

The University of Washington is committed to providing access, equal opportunity and reasonable accommodation in its services, programs, 
activities, education and employment for individuals with disabilities. To request disability accommodation contact the Disability Services Office at 
least ten days in advance at: 206.543.6450/V, 206.543.6452/TTY, 206.685.7264 (FAX), or e-mail at dso@u.washington.edu. 

Simpson Center Staff 
Kathleen Woodward, Director 
Miriam Bartha, Assistant Director 
Jennifer (Zhenya) Lavy, Program Manager 
Lynette McVey, Budget Fiscal Analyst 
Renée DeLong, Administrative Coordinator 



Metropolis and Micropolitics 
 

Friday, May 15, 2009 Saturday, May 16, 2009 

Metropolis and Micropolitics 

 

9:00 am  Welcome and Introduction Petersen Room, Allen Library 

9:15 am Discourses of Urban Belonging, Citizenship, and the Politics of Exclusion 
Panel discussion moderated by Anand Yang 

 

9:15 am K. Sivaramakrishnan  
Yale University, New Haven 
“Law, Civitas, and Urban Ecology:  
Notes from Delhi” 

10:45 am Craig Jeffrey  
University of Washington, Seattle 
“Middle Class Youth Politics: A Worm’s Eye View” 

 

9:45 am Amita Baviskar  
Institute of Economic Growth, New Delhi 
“Spectacular Events, City Spaces, and Citizen-
ship: The Commonwealth Games in Delhi” 

11:05 am D. Asher Ghertner  
University of California, Berkeley 
“Inscribed on the Landscape, Hung on the Wall: Picturing 
Private Property in the Poster Art of Delhi’s Slums” 

 

10:15 am Discussion 11:25 am Mona Bhan  
DePauw University, Greencastle 
“Water has the Right of Way: The Cultural Politics  
of Conservation in Kashmir, India” 

 10:30 am Tea break 11:45 am Discussion 

12:30 pm  Lunch Communications 204 

1:30 pm Architecture and the Built Environment                                                                                                  Petersen Room, Allen Library 
Panel discussion moderated by Vikram Prakash 

 

1:30 pm Arif Hasan  
Urban Resource Center, Karachi 
“From Architecture to the Built Environment:  
A Personal Journey” 

3:00 pm Curt Gambetta  
Rice University, Houston 
“Concrete and the Technical Imagination: The Politics of 
Architectural Making in Post-Independence Bangalore” 

 

2:00 pm Manit Rastogi   
Morphogenesis, New Delhi 
TBA 

3:20 pm Sanjeev Vidyarthi   
University of Illinois, Chicago 
“Planned Neighborhoods and Adjacent Slums:  
Disparate Urban Forms or Conjoined Twins?” 

 

2:30 pm Discussion 3:40 pm Gavin Shatkin  
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
“The Politics of Privatopolis:  
For-Profit New Towns in Indian Cities” 

 2:45 pm Tea break 4:00 pm Discussion 

9:15 am Space, States, Social Movements, Collective Action                                                                                          Communications 120 
Panel discussion moderated by Sunila Kale 

 

9:15 am Leela Fernandes  
Rutgers University, New Brunswick 
“Class, Space, and State-Led Development  
in India” 

10:45 am Sapana Doshi   
University of California, Berkeley 
“The Nation and its Displaced: Redevelopment, Politics, 
and Citizenship in Global Mumbai” 

 

9:45 am Karen Coelho  
Madras Institute of Development Studies, Chennai 
“Civilizing Political Society? Observations on  
Collective Action of the Urban Poor in Chennai” 

11:05 am Neha Sami   
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
“Who Develops? The Changing Urban Politics of  
Real Estate Development in Post-Liberalization India” 

 

10:15 am Discussion 11:25 am Zarin Ahmad  
Centre de Sciences, New Delhi 
“Resistance in Contemporary Urban India:  
The Delhi Abattoir and the Politics of Relocation” 

 10:30 am Tea break 11:45 am Discussion 

12:30 pm  Lunch Thomson 317 

1:30 pm Urban Transitions: Global Trends, Possible Futures 
Panel discussion moderated by Priti Ramamurthy 

 

1:30 pm Jan Breman  
University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam 
“The Great Transformation” 

  

 3:00 pm Discussion   

 2:30 pm Tea break   

4:00 pm  Reception Communications 204 

South Asia’s Sutured Cities South Asia’s Sutured Cities 
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