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Pacific Crossings: The Imperial Logics and Transnational
Formations of US Public Health

Warwick Anderson, M.D., Ph.D., is the Robert Turell Professor of Medical History and Population Health,
Professor of the History of Science, and Chair of the Department of Medical History & Bioethics at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. Dr. Anderson’s research focuses on the history of biology, medicine, and
public health, mainly in Australia, the Pacific, Southeast Asia, and the United States. In particular, he
examines ideas about race, human difference, and citizenship in the 19th and 2oth centuries.

Dr. Anderson is the author of Colonial Pathologies: American Tropical Medicine, Race, and Hygiene in the
Philippines (2006) and The Cultivation of Whiteness: Science, Health, and Racial Destiny in Australia
(2003). Next spring his book entitled The Collectors of Lost Souls: Kuru and the Creation of Value in Modern
Science will be published by Johns Hopkins University Press. He is also preparing an edited collection of
essays (with Richard Keller) on colonial psychoanalysis and modern sovereignty, as well as a reader on
science and globalization (with Gabriela Soto Laveaga and Amit Prasad). His work has been supported by
awards from the American Council of Learned Societies, the National Science Foundation, the Social
Science Research Council, the Rockefeller Foundation, the Mellon Foundation, and the Guggenheim
Foundation.

This talk is part of Critical Medical Humanities sponsored by the Simpson Center for the Humanities. This
research cluster is a cross-disciplinary effort that brings together scholars with shared interests in critical
and interdisciplinary perspectives on health, illness, and medicine. Now in its third year, the project is
focusing on activities around the theme of global health. For more information please visit
courses.washington.edu/cultmed/.

The University of Washington is committed to providing access, equal opportunity and reasonable accommodation in its services, programs, activities, education and

employment for individuals with disabilities. To request disability accommodation contact the Disability Services Office at least ten days in advance at: 206.543.6450/V,
206.543.6452/TTY, 206.685.7264 (FAX), or e-mail at dso@u.washington.edu.



