Certificate in

Public Scholarship

Petition for Approval of a Capstone Project
The capstone project involves a practice-based experience shaped with and overseen by fellows’ capstone advisors, in consultation with their portfolio advisors.  Capstone projects should be appropriate to fellows’ educational and professional goals: the piloting and assessment of a community-engaged scholarly project; the development and assessment of a community-based learning course, an internship with an academic component; or the launch of a digital form of research designed for a wider public; among many other possibilities.  Capstone projects should further the development of fellows’ CPS portfolios by contributing artifacts to a rich archive of publicly-engaged and -articulated work.
Capstone projects may overlap with theses or dissertations, but the artifacts they produce need to be distinct from them and self-contained.  All capstones projects require documentation and assessment/critical reflection, as well as a moment of public presentation designed to engage other students enrolled in the certificate program, the university, and community members, as appropriate.  Fellows are encouraged to work together on collaborative projects.  The 3-5 credit range for capstone projects is intended to reflect differences among the goals and scope of various projects.
As fellows develop their 1-2 page capstone project proposals and 50-100 word abstracts, they should consult closely with their capstone advisors.  In designing capstone projects, \fellows and advisors should keep in mind how the artifacts that emerge from the projects will contribute to the fellows’ portfolios.  It might be helpful to consider the following questions:

1) What existing or emerging academic or non-academic fields of research, teaching, and /or engagement does/will the capstone project address?  Put differently, what is the audience for the capstone?
2) How does/will the capstone project engage critically and creatively with disciplinary and professional forms of knowledge production and circulation?

3) How does/will the capstone project relate to the work completed or to be completed in the fellow’s home department?

4) How does the capstone project relate to the learning objectives of the certificate program and the fellow’s goals in the program? 

5) How will the capstone project be documented, what artifact(s) will it produce, and how will the project and its products be assessed? 
Fellows: This form should be completed the quarter prior to the start of your capstone project in the Public Scholarship certificate.  Upon approval, you will receive an add code for HUM 602: Capstone Project.
Capstone Advisors: By signing this form, you agree to oversee and assess the capstone project described herein.  For more information about the Certificate in Public Scholarship learning objectives, see the CPS website.
Fellow Name:

Portfolio Advisor:

Capstone Advisor: 
Names of other supervisors involved (if any):

Names of other CPS fellows involved (if any):
Project start/end dates and quarter for completion:  

Capstone Project Abstract and Description: Please summarize your proposed capstone project (50 words max) and attach a 1-2 page description of that project.
Capstone Project Credits (3-5): 
Fellows: Sign, date, and submit this form with your 1-2 page description to the CPS Associate Director, Miriam Bartha at mbartha@uw.edu, with copies to your capstone and portfolio advisors. E-submission preferred; for e-submission, fellows should type their names in the signature line and copy all other parties in the e-submission. 
Fellow signature  






Date  



Capstone Advisor approval: _________________(signed or electronically verified) Date:______ 
Director/Associate Director signature_____________________  Date:  



last updated: 2/24/2012

