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“The University of Washington is situated within a vibrant Seattle community steeped in a rich 
history of technological innovation and thus is a perfect location for the digital humanities to 
thrive,” said Woodward.  “With the presence of Adobe, Amazon, Google, and Microsoft alone, 
Seattle is known throughout the world as a locus for technological development and information 
management. We want Seattle also to be known for advances in the digital humanities.” 

About the University 
Founded in 1881, the University of Washington is one of the oldest state-supported institutions 
of higher education on the West Coast of the United States, and it is one of the preeminent 
research universities in the world.  As Washington State’s flagship university, the UW serves 
more students than any other institution in the Northwest — more than 92,000 annually.  With 
16 colleges and schools, the UW offers more than 8,000 courses each year, and confers more 
than 12,000 bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral and professional degrees annually in nearly 150 
fields of study.  The UW has grown into the most successful public research university in the 
nation, receiving more federal research funding than any other American public university, a 
ranking held since 1974.  
 
About the College of Arts & Sciences 
The College of Arts & Sciences provides an education of tremendous breadth and depth to more 
than 35,000 students while advancing research and scholarship in the arts, humanities, natural 
sciences, and social sciences.  The College has more than two dozen interdisciplinary centers and 
ties to many other centers, enabling scholars in diverse fields to collaborate on complex research 
questions in the humanities, demography, labor studies, law, astrobiology, climate change, and 
other areas.  
 
The College teaches more than 40 languages and offers study abroad programs in London, 
Rome, Paris, Prague, Spain, Mexico, South Africa, Zimbabwe, and other locations.  
The College also serves the community through the more than 280 performances, 60 exhibits and 
100 public programs annually offered through the Henry Art Gallery, the Burke Museum of 
Natural History and Culture, UW World Series, and Meany Hall for the Performing Arts. 
 
About the Simpson Center 
The Simpson Center for the Humanities fosters cross-disciplinary research and inquiry among 
UW faculty and students, and supports initiatives at the leading edge of change.  The Center is 
known nationally for its public programs in the humanities that promote civic engagement.  For 
the past decade, the Simpson Center has explored how humanities scholars can use digital 
technologies to transform the way they do research, teach, and share their knowledge.  
 
 

 

 


