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* Home care supports
* Family caregiver education and

support

Financial help

Availability of residential care
Research on prevention

Health care quality & provider
training

Protections — safety & abuse
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e There ARE benefits to diagnosis T
e Earlier detection is key
e Spur action on things we CAN do — SR

education support, planning S

e Get dementia out in the open R
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O Benetfits of Early Diagnosis

Optimize current medical management—attention to treatable causes,
exacerbating factors, and medication review.

Relief gained from better understanding—validation of concerns, and a
framework for understanding the origin and nature of symptomes.

Maximize decision-making autonomy—the chance to make important decisions
about the future while still retaining mental capacity.

Access to services—timely access to medical care, advice and support, all of which
require a diagnosis.

Risk reduction—safety at home, driving assessments, anticipating and avoiding
adverse effects of medications.

Plan for the future—early retirement, financial planning, safety and security
issues.

Improve clinical outcomes—slowing or stabilizing cognitive and functional decline
(slow progression of cognitive and functional impairment).

Avoid or reduce future costs—chiefly through delaying or avoiding transition into
a care home.

Diagnosis as a human right—both to have access to an accurate diagnosis, and to
be informed of it or not, according to one's preference.

The World Alzheimer’s Report 2011 published by Alzheimer’s Disease International



http://www.alz.org/documents_custom/final_world_alz_report_2011_summary.pdf
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