Written By GEORGE BERNARD SHAW
Directed By JACK CLAY

DIRECTOR'S NOTES

Unarguably one of the supreme achievements in High Comedy,
MAN AND SUPERMAN was composed by Shaw just at the beginning
of the century and directly after he was captured in marriage by an
Irish "millionheiress.” Shaw was already middle-aged, with an
impressive reputation as a journalist-critic in music, artand drama,
and as an essayist and orator for Soctalism. Though a failed novelist,
he had already begun to prove himself a successful dramatist in the
new serious drama derived from Ibsen. By contract Shaw had
agreed not to spend his wife's money. Nevertheless her resources
enabled him for the first time to write exactly as he pleased. MAN
AND SUPERMAN s the result. Itis avast work, with a typical preface,
a long three-act love-chase comedy, and an extended dream scene
based on Mozart's DON GIOVANNI. Further, the work is capped with
a jaunty REVOLUTIONIST'S HANDBOOK.

Shaw as usual displays his wide-ranging and cranky mind on
several subjects. Mostly here he focuses on sex, marriage, and the
genetic evolution of man. Underlying all are the economic hang-ups
that obstruct. In his best contrary mode, Shaw reverses the
conventional love-chase and insists that in reality man does not
pursue woman, but is in fact pursued by her. This ruthless cki @
and wild flight define a basic human conflict, that between femiit i
and masculine creativity. The former perpetuates the race; the
latter creates new minds in science, art and philosophy. The
engagement is ferocious, and the way to resolution lies straight
through Hell.

Shaw's concept of action is witty debate. This idea is both his
greatest weakness and his incomparable strength. We have
concentrated on letting Shaw's arguments speak as clearly as
possible.

SCENES

ACTI:  The study of Ramsden'’s London townhouse, Spring 1905.
ACT II:  Thedriveway of Mrs. Whitefield's country place in Richmond.
-- Ten-minute intermission --

ACT HII: Hell, about 50 years after the final curtain of DONGIOVANNI
-- Ten-minute intermission --

ACT IV: The garden of a rented villa in Granada, Spain.
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SUGGESTED READING

Shaw, of course. Otherwise, start with Michael Holroyd's new
three-volume biography: it is definitive.




UPCOMING ATTRACTIONS
AT THE |
SCHOOL OF DRAMA

LA VavLse: THE Lire & Loves or CAMILLE CLAUDEL
S. P. Miskowski
The Penthouse Theatre
April 7-17

MEPHISTO
By Klaus Mann, Adapted by Ariane Mnouchkine
The Playhouse Theatre
April 21 - May 1

CALL 543-4880 FOR
SUBSCRIPTION AND TICKET INFORMATION!

In Special Recognition of Contributors to the School of Drama Endowed
Scholarship Campaign 1992-1993

The School of Drama would like to thank the following individuals for their donations

to the School of Drama Endowed Scholarship Fund. In recognition of their gifts,

contributor's names will be engraved in a place of honor at The Glenn Hughes
(i athouse Theatre. Our goalis to raise $150,000 by July 1993. For moreinformation cali
%5 -0600.
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