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The Private Life of the Master Race

by Bertolt Brecht
Translated by John Willet

with additional material
by Stefan Hoppner, Tom Markus, Robert Potter and Barney
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—— FROM THE DIRECTOR —

Every age breeds its chroniclers
Sketching the painful truth of their times
With patience, and a silent hope
That those who will view their testimonies
In future times might remember
To act differently, to raise
Their voices in resistance, Not hopeless resignation.

This is the hope.

Against the recurring invasions of racism.
Memory.is our best weapon. Its long-range shells
Pierce the heaviest armor of indifference,
Penetrate, perhaps, our safest thoughts.

The past provides the answers;

Our challenge is to find the present questions.

This is the way.

So we have collected these sketches, old and new,
Of the joyful oppression of man by his fellow man
Throughout this century. A parade. A gallery
Of portraits, familiar and surprising;

Some features are yellow and fading,
Others as fresh as tomorrow morning's headlines.
We have drawn the portraits;

And you must draw your own conclusions.

Act I - The Private Life of the Master Race

There will be one fifteen minute intermission.

Act II - Themes and Variations

Recommended Reading:

Blood in the Face, by James Ridgeway, New York: Thunder's
Mouth Press, 1990.

Brecht On Theatre, translated by John Willett, New York:
Hill and Wang, 1964.
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