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THE GUT GIRLS

BY

SARAH DANIELS
Director Rebecca Brown*
Set Designer Evan M. Alexander
Costume Designer Doris E. Landolt
Lighting Designer Emmet Kaiser*
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The action takes place in late Victorian England at the
Deptford Foreign Cattle Market and other areas around
London

There will be one intermission
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NOTES ON THE PLAY

The newly elected Republican Congress has promised us legislative
reform that would reflect a return to Victorian values. Given the
sweeping nature of their agenda, perhaps it would behoove us to
remember exactly what those values were and the kind of legislation
they produced. Nineteenth-century English women were the legal
_iverty of their husbands. They could not vote, own property, have
ody of their children, or divorce an abusive spouse. The Bastardy
Act of 1834 forced unmarried mothers to be herded into homes for
fallen women and made them solely responsible for the support of their
illegitimate children. The Contagious Diseases Acts, which began in
1864, required women suspected of prostitution to be seized, forcibly
examined for venereal diseases, and detained for up to nine months.

The Gut Girls illustrates the effects of this legislation on the lives and
bodies of Victorian women who struggle to remain economically and
socially independent in the face of tremendous odds. It celebrates their
fighting spirit and offers us an alternative set of values to embrace
based upon community, self-respect, and guts.

— Jenny Jones & Rebecca Brown
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