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NOTES

I should like to see the theatre of today as the Pool
of Siloam from which a man may emerge softened and
restored physically. Ithink that the most wholesome theatre
is that in which one can gaily and harmlessly laugh over the
stupidity of mankind. Itisexactly this stupidity that men
consider to be their "fate".

It is extremely helpful for an hour or two to forget
this reality which we ourselves create so heedlessly and
inconsiderately, and which, in making us collide with one
another, easily breaks our hearts and heads.

I have noreason to suppose that the perception and
thought of man will for ever remain as it is today. Every
muscle develops by use; the tissues of the brain and of the
nerves may be subject to the same law.

--Maxim Gorki

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT
Maxim Gorki (1868 -1936), the self-taught author of

short stories, verse, fiction, and plays, grew up in impover-

ished rural Russia. By the time he was thirty years old, he
had become a nationally celebrated writer, editor, and
radical political figure.

The Lower Depths (Na dne) was Gorki's first pro-
duced play, performed at the Moscow Art Theater in 1902.
Other works for the stage include The Petty Bourgeois,
Summerfolk, Children ofthe Sun, Enemies, and Barbarians.

For further reading:
Richard Hare, Maxim Gorky: Rozmn&c Realistand Conservative
Revolutionary, London 1962.

Galina Belaya (ed.), Gorkyand His C'ontenporanes Memoirsand
Letters, Moscow, 1989,




