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ANOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

What is love? 'Tis not hereafter;

Present mirth hath present laughter;

What's to come is still unsure.

In delay there lies no plenty,

Then come kiss me sweet and twenty;

Youth's a stuff will not endure.
--Shakespeare, Twelfth Night

Noel Coward (1899-1973) was the darling of the
British stage for a glittering decade from 1925 to 1935.
Playwright, actor, composer of songs, including several
enduring melodies, there seemed nothing theatrically he
could not do. However, with the Second World War and
the theatrical revolution that followed it in the work of
Osborne, Wesker, etc. the British theatre was politicized
and sobered in a way that almost obliterated Coward's
gaiety. As the late John Osborne said, "Mr. Coward had
the last of the wine." Two generations later we can agree,
yet still enjoy the heady sparkle of his cup, so light, so
witty, so skillfully theatrical. As Coward modestly as-
serted, he had merely a talent to amuse. Thank God for it.

Present Laughter was written, hurriedly as always,
just before the War, but had to wait for production until
after. The play and its central role was one of Coward's
greatest successes and he played it in revivals and in reper-
tory for years. He even played it in Paris in its French
version, Joyeux Chagrin. The play offers a larger than life
self-portrait of Coward and his relations with his profes-
sional entourage. In style, it is based on French farce, and
its language displays Coward's characteristic economy and
brittleness.




