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*Thesis production in partial completion of a Master of Fine Arts, Directing

CAST —
in order of speaking
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There will be no intermission.

TIME:
September, 1894 and years earlier.

PLACE:
The Longnecker farmin Lancaster County, PA
and various other locations including Nebraska and
Manchester, England.
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ABOUTTHEPLAY
Scenes and Revelations had its world premiere at Chicago's
Goodman Theatre on March 18, 1979. It had its New York
premiere off-Broadway at The Production Company in 1981
and subsequently moved to Broadway's Circle in the Square.
The playwright spent his early years living in Lancaster, PA.

FROM THE DIRECTOR

The substance of Scenes and Revelations is recon-

structed memory, offered with lyricism and simplicity, as if ﬁ"”
turning the pages of a family album. As fourorphaned sisters “*

prepare to leave their life-long home they are propelled to
review their individual and collective histories. While revis-
iting critical chapters and moments of their lives, they are
renewed by the strength of familial bonds, haunted by the loss
of dreams unrealized, resentful of social limitationsimposed on
them as women and swallowed into a vortex of the pain of loss.
Sound familiar? Itis as timeless an action as living itself, the
act of reflection; perhaps the one thing that separates us as
humans from other creatures.

Creating the world of this play has moved me to reflect
upon my own life and, along with these women, to pay homage
to my legacy. The enduring spirit of familial love and of
spinning one's own dreams as well as those of one's children
are what has made my own gains possible in my lifetime.
"Home", as it turns out, is something that we can take with us.
It lives vibrantly in our memories long after its actual presence
in this world seems all but extinguished.

I dedicate this work to my parents who have made this
opportunity for me and whose encouragement, sacrifices,
dreams and love will always linger with me:

Elizabeth Clower Whitcomb (1915-1974)

Grant Ingalsbe Whitcomb (1921 - 1994)
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