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DirecTOR’Ss NOTES
Rules of Etiquette

1. Learn to govern yourself and to be gentle and patient.

2. Guard your temper, especially in seasons of ill-health, irritation and trouble,
and soften it by a sense of your own shortcomings and errors.

3. Never spedk or act in anger.

4. Remember that, valuable as is the gift of speech, silence is ofien more valuable.

5. Do not expect too much from others, but forbear and forgive, as you desire
Jorbearance and forgiveness yourself.

6. Never retort a sharp or angry word. 1t is the second word that makes the
quarrel.

7. Beware of the first disagreement.

8. Learn to speak in a gentle tone of voice.

9. Learn to say kind and pleasant things when opportunity offers.

0. Study the character of those with whom you come in contact, and sympathize
with them in all their troubles however small.

L. Avoid moods, and pets and fits of sulkiness.

12. Learn to deny yourself and prefer others.

13. Beware of meddlers and tale-bearers.

14. Do be reticent; the world at large has no interest in your private affairs.

15. Avoid causes of irritation in your family circle; do reflect that home is a

place in which to be agreeable.

— Maud C. Cooke
Social Forms, Manners and Customs of Correct Society 1896
“What we call ‘'morals’ is simply blind obedience to words of command”

— Havelock Ellis
Studies in the Psychology of Sex 1897
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The action takes place at the country house of
John Tarleton, Hindhead, Surrey on 31 May 1909

ReECOMMENDED READING

Critical Essays on George Bernard Shaw

Edited by Elise B. Adams ©1991

Bernard Shaw
By Eric Bentley ©1967

Collected Letters of Shaw

Edited by Dan H. Laurence, 4 volumes ©1965-1985

Heartbreak House, Saint Joan, Man and Superman

and other plays by George Bernard Shaw

+ Members of the Professional Actor Training Program

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Besides writing plays, George Bernard Shaw (b. July 26, 1856, d.
Nov. 2, 1950) was one of the most influential music and drama critics
of his time, a superb essayist and a penetrating analyst of virtually
every aspect of Western culture — its economics, politics, and religion.
In 1898 he published his first six plays in a collection called Plays
Pleasant and Unpleasant. Since hitherto plays were not regarded as
publishable items, Shaw resolved to make them so by adding readable,
novelistic stage directions and what would become his trademark —
the long prefatory essay. Shaw continued to orient his plays for a
reading public largely because they either remained unproduced or
were produced unprofitably. Gradually however, the plays caught on
in the theatre, and by 1914 Shaw’s name was prominent in the
repertoires of several companies. His works became firmly established
in the London theatre under the direction of Harley Granville-Barker at
the Court Theatre. His most successful play Pygmalion was published
in 1914, In 1925 Shaw won the Nobel Prize for literature and he
continued to write plays almost until his death at the age of 94.

o In fulfillment of a Master of Fine Arts in Directing
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