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PROGRAM NOTES
Some thoughts of Thorton Wilder

On those who settled in early America: “They all had
one thing in common ... Their sense of identity did not derive
from their relation to their environment. The meaning which
their lives had for them was inner and individual. They did
not need to be supported, framed, consoled, by the known, the
habitual, the loved - by the ancestral village, town, river, field,
horizon; by family, kin, neighbors, church and state; by air,
sky, and water that they knew. The independent ... Americans
are disconnected. They are exposed to all place and all time.
No place nor group nor moment can say to them: We were
waiting for you; it is right for you to be here. Place and time
are, for them, negative until they act upon them, until they
bring them into being ... Home is not an edifice, but an interior
and transportable adjustment ... They are disconnected ... they
have a relation, but it is to everywhere, to everybody and to
always ... it is difficult, but it is exhilarating. It shatters many
lives; it inspirits others.”

About this Production

Is this the Heartland? is made up of three short plays
written in the 1930’s, the 1960’s, and the 1990’s, each
reflecting a decade earlier. The pieces also take us across
country from New Jersey, through the Midwest, and finishing
in Southern California.

' As I study these plays I am struck by the consistent and
instinctual urge of the characters in these plays to connect - to
“reach” for one another. It also seems these playwrights
reveal the essential futility of such gestures. There can never
be communion, only effort towards it. Is this the journey in
the landscape of the heart?
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Is This the Heartland?

The Happy Journey to
Trenton and Camden

By Thorton Wilder

This is the Rill Speaking
By Lanford Wilson
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by Steve Martin
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The Happy Journey to Trenton and Camden

By Thorton Wilder
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