The Myth

Ancient Greek myths tend to have several versions. As oral
teaditions, they circulated for hundreds of years mn multiple ver-
sions. At certain junctures in history they vere written down m 2
form that served the beliefs and values of a parncuiar culture.
What follows is one version of the myth of Orestes.

To appease the goddess Arteris and erg, wind to the sails
of the Greek forces, Agamemnon sacrificed his daughter Iphi
genia at Aulis. While the Greeks were off to Troy to rescue
Helen, whorn Paris had stolen from Menelaus (Agamemnon’s
brother), Clytemnestra ruled Argos and iostered a resentment
toward her husband. Upon Agamemnon’s return ten vears later,
she killed him and his slave/lover Cassand:a, the Trojan princess
and prophetess of Apollo. Clytemnestra’s lover aﬂd Agarmem-
nor’s cousin, Aegisthus, also took patt in the murders, as he was
determined to avenge the killing of his brothers by his uncle
Atreus. Seven years later, Orestes returned home from exile, de-
terrnined ro avenge his father’s death through a wrassion from
Apollo. He reunited with his sister Eleora, and rogether they
}zhec Aegisthus and their mother. The ghost ot Clyremnestra
summoned ancier.t goddesses, the Furies, to avenge her death.
They pursued Orestes to the teraple of Apollo. Unable to hel p,
he sent him to his sister Athena, who convened a court to seftl
the matter. Orestes was acquitted and the Furies were frans-
formed by Athena into Eumenides, caretakers of the Athenians.

Xeaphy lus presented his version of this myth to Arhens mn 458
B.C. through a trilogy of plays, collectively IH{III"d the Oresteza.

The Project

The text for this project derives from s combinaton of vare
ous translations and adaptations of Aeschylus’, Furipides” and
Sophocles’ plays, including Charles Mee’s wdaptation of Azames:
o, political speeches, anarchist propaganda, the Bible, origenal
wreiting, and actor-generated material. The Orerea was work.
shopped last summer and continued as a theatrical @‘ipcrimem
this quarter. It 5s a work n progress, i flax, arrested at 2 given

point in time to share with an audience. As such, w18 Uﬂfl}n:s}ttd,
but we look forward to the completion you: unagination can pro-
vide.
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