SLED
Notes from the Director

Judith Thompson, one of Canada's leading contempo-
rary playwrights is also an actor, university professor, and
mother of four. She lives in Toronto in the very neighborhood

| this play takes place. Her other plays include THE CRACK-

WALKER, LION IN THE STREETS, TORNADO and I AM
YOURS. WHITE BITING DOG was produced here at the
School of Drama in 1993,

[ am drawn to this play, SLED, because the writing, a
juxtaposition of short, economical scenes and poetic stream-of-
consciousness monologues, allows us to shift from a recognize-
able grittiness to an operatic, larger than life experience. I am
compelled by the story, dark as it is, of innocence abused leading
to senseless violence. Each character in the play struggles with
identity: Annie, her Gaelic background; Joe's Italian one; Jack,
his rejected French Canadian childhood; Evangeline, her Native-
American roots; and Kevin, who was robbed of his identity
altogether. Film-like in structure, it's magic realism style tran-
scends the every day world to include ghosts and mythic symbol-
ism, for example, the Iroquois belief in the northern lights, in
which the lights were seen as actual spirits of dead ancestors,
who died through loss of blood.

Judith Thompson wrote in an article about playwrightlng
and her process, "...how can 1 represent people 1 abhor? .. .if I
give refuge in my soul to monstrous characters and nurture them
inside me, won't they make a monster of me? Isn't even the
temporary experience of an evil impulse enough to damage me
forever? Or is it perhaps an act of purification: to dig out and
face the evil possibilities in oneself may be to cleanse oneself, to
face my greatest fears while not fully understanding them; to fall

| down that hole again, knowing, knowing that I will find the light,

this is, for me, what it is to write a play.”

SUGGESTED READING:
Canadian Theatre Review 1996 PN 2009 C35 86-89
Canada, Quebec and the use of Nationalism by Ramsay Cook.
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ANNIE’S SONGS
Lyrics by Judith "Thompson; Music by Bill Thompson
Avrranged & played by Scott Capehart

A lodge in Northern Ontario and tts snowmobile trails
A wilderness farther north
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