THE WEDDINGS

BY ANTON CHEKHOV

DIRECTED AND TRANSLATED BY YURY BELOV

SET DESIGNER David Morris
CosTuME DESIGNER Susan Denning*
LIGHTING DESIGNER Juliet Chia
SOUND DESIGNER Josh Roberts
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR Tom Burke
STAGE MANAGER Stacey Roberts
MUSICAL ARRANGEMENT Michelle Bishop
CHOREOGRAPHY Victoria Anderson <> Maren Perry
DIRECTOR’S NOTES

Chekhov is a genius because you can say anything in his words. I was
always amazed at how different various translations of Chekhov were. For
example, The Cherry Orchard. Chekhov never wrote anything in his play
about a cherry orchard. It was actually a small ugly tree which bore sour
Sruit. Semewhere along the line it was translated as a cherry tree and that
one alteration had a rremendous impact on the meaning of the play.

These three weddings exploit the whole idea of rranslation. Usu-
ally, translators do their work with not only an image that they-have about
the writer, but also the images that they know of the period and location of
the play. So, I have taken on the perspectives of three translators and with
the help of the actors, created worlds with appropriate vocabularies.

For the gypsy wedding, I imagined this guy who had just finished
reading Leo Tolstoy. Tolstoy himself frequented the nightlife entertainment
of Moscow and became obsessed with the gyspy entertainers in particular.
His writing is infused with images of gypsies as well,

The second guy is very concerned with the situation that he saw on
his journey through Russia. He sees the whole of Russia as a prison camp
filled with gloom and surrounded by fire. In this world, we are trapped.

Tennessee Williams once commented thar Russian characters are
actually very close to those of Americans, especially Americans in the
South. From this statement, the third translator deduced that Chekhov’s
words would serve the locale of Georgia just fine. -Yury Belov

* In partial fullfillment of a Masters of Fine Art in Design.
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