William Wycherly was born in 1641. At the age of fifieen, he was sent to
France to join the précieux salon of Madame de Montausier at Angouleme,
where he would meet many who were prominent in French life. Shortly
before the restoration he returned to England. In 1659 he was admitted to |

Wycherly’s literary career began with occasional poems and the anonymous
publication of HERO AND LEANDER IN BURLESQUE in 1669. His
first two plays, LOVE IN A WOOD and THE GENTLEMAN DANCING-
MASTER were first performed in 1671 and 1672. With the performances
of THE COUNTRY WIFE in 1675 and THE PLAIN DEALER in 1676 he
established himself as the leading writer of satirical comedy. Wycherly
lived almost another forty years, but did not write another play. He died on

the Inner Temple, London, and in 1660 he went to Queens College, Oxford. |

New Year’s Eve of 1715.

“There is a passion that hath no name; but the sign of it is that distortion
of the countenance which we call laughter, which is always joy: but what
‘joy, what we think, and wherein we triumph when we laugh, is not hitherto
declared by any...Men laugh often, especially such as are greedy of
applause from every thing they do well, at their own actions performed
never so little beyond their own expectations; as also at their own jests:
and in this case it is manifest, that the passion of laughter proceedeth from
a sudden conception of some ability in himself that laugheth. Also men
laugh at the infirmities of others, by comparison wherewith their own
abilities are set off and illustrated. Also men laugh at jests, the wit whereof
always consisteth in the elegant discovering and conveying to our minds
some absurdity of another...I may therefore conclude, that the passion of
laughter is nothing else but sudden glory arising from some sudden
conception of some eminency in ourselves, by comparison with the

infirmity of others...It is no wonder therefore that men take hemously to be
laughed at or derided, that is, triumphed over.’

—— Thomas Hobbes, On Human Nature, 1650.
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