suspense 1. A state of mental uncertainty, with ex-
pectation of or desire for decision, and usually
some apprehension or anxiety; the condition of
waiting, esp. of being kept waiting, for an expected
decision, assurance, or issue. 2. Doubt as to a per-
son’s character or conduct. 3. Of popular literature,
etc.. characterized by the capacity to arouse sus-
pense, excitement, or apprehension, as suspense
novel, story, etc.

murder 1. The most heinous kind of criminel
homicide defined as the unlawful killing of a hu-
man being with malice aforethought; often morz
explicitly willful murder. To slaughter in a terrible
way, to massacre. 2. An excellent or marvelous
person or thing. U.S. slang. 3. Used without moral
reprobation: Terrible slaughter, destruction of lifé.
4. To make an extravagant outcry or lamentatiori.
5. A popular parlor or children’s game.

murder mystery 1. A mysterious murder, specifi-
cally, a murder story in which the murderer’s iden-
tity is concealed by a complicated plot until the de-
nouement.

Definitions taken from the Oxford English dictionary.
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