NOTES FROM THE DRAMATURG

Eugene Ionesco was born in 1909 in Romania, but spent
formative years living in France (1911-22). His father, Eugen
Ionescu, was a Romanian national, who left a wife and two chil-
dren in France to return to Romania to fight during WWI. He
did not return, but divorced lonesco's mother in absentia, mar-
ried another woman, and eventually sent for his two children.
This was a difficult severance for the future playwright, as he
had a great love and respect for his mother, and a dislike of his
father. In his journals, Ionesco talks of his authoritarian father's
collaboration with fascists and later communists, supporting the
violent politics of these regimes. During the 1930's, Ionesco
wrote public criticisms of his father's politics, eventually sever-
ing all ties with him. "The last time that I saw him, he respected
the State, I hated the State. He had called me Jew-friendly’ -it is
better to be Jew-friendly' than to be an idiot!" He later regretted
blaming his father for his actions, realizing that his father was
just the same as everybody else at the time.

Ionesco's indictment of people "throwing their lot in with
the stronger” also extended to the French student revolts of
1968. Although the students had combined politics with cul-
tural and artistic influences (an ideal mixture in Ionesco's view),
revolutionary ideals lead to the same struggles for power and
"lust for conquest.”

In Macbett there is no single historical moment or actuality
the dramatist is targeting. He is commenting on the experiences
of a lifetime. The Scottish myth/history is the basic tune upon
which Ionesco riffs, using themes of violent overthrow and des-
potic thinking. The cyclic patterns of European politics during
his own life (WWI, the Russian Revolution, Spanish Civil War,
WWII, French Imperialism in East Asia and Algeria, and stu-
dent revolts in France) sound throughout the piece. At the same
time, relations with his father become the metaphoric high notes
at climactic moments. The playwright has interlimned his
'metaphysical farce' with the propaganda and horror of a lifetime
of conflicts, both personal and political.
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