He dreams

upon a love that’s bodiless: now he
believes that what is but a shade must be
abody. And he gazes in dismay

at his own self; he cannot turn away

his eyes; he does not stir.

There was never
a time when she longed so to have the power
of speech, to find the words to shout her joy.

—Ovid, The Metamorphoses

Youth Statistics from Seattle Homeless Adolescent Research Project:
58% male, 42% female; Age ranged from 13 to 21, Average
age 16 1/2; 63% were white, 14% African-American, 6% Na-
tive American, 5% Latino, 3% Asian or Pacific Islander, 9%
Multiracial or "other"; 92% were sexually active, Average age
of first sex was 12 1/2 for boys, 13 1/2 for girls; 55% of moth-
ers and 52% of fathers had substance abuse problems; 84% of
mothers and 70% of fathers had problems with the law; 62%
had been afraid of being hit; 60% of girls and 23% of boys had
been sexually abused; 53% lived in shelters, 11% on streets or
in abandoned buildings; On average, youths moved or changed
living arrangements every 45 days; 66% had a major
psychiatric disorder.
—http://www.youthcare.org/programs/research/SHARP-A html
(January 2000)

[The local homeless teens in Minneapolis] were very gen-
erous and told me a lot of things — it was like opening up
this floodgate. Later they would actually sit with me
while I was writing and look at my stuff and even correct
me. 1 found them to be very smart — a lot of them write
and draw and lead rich, creative inner lives. It would be
a mistake to call them victims. They don’t think of them-
selves that way, and neither did I.

—Naomi lizuka, interviewed by Misha Berson
“Naomi lizuka: Raising the Stakes,”
American Theatre (September 1998)
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How do we recycle the pieces of our past and also
our present to make something astonishing and
beautiful, something necessary and new? The an-
swers are as multiplicitous as the people in the room.
There are many, many people in the room. Some of

them are just beginning to speak..
~—Naomi lizuka, “What Myths May Come,”
American Theatre (September 1999)
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