Director’s Notes

Through the ages, as men and women continually struggle to understand each
other, it is delightful to me that Shakespeare wrote such a woman’s play.
Nowhere else is there such a heroine as Rosalind and in no other play do we
have a friendship between women so fully and accurately drawn as the one
between Rosalind and Celia. How could he have known exactly what women
talk about?

Initially, I was drawn to As You Like It because in my forties, I finally found
love and marriage. Silvius’ description of love is the ideal and perfect one
(although it takes him the entire play to get it). Though the play is filled with
hope, at a deeper look, it has its darker moments too; exile and abandonment,
familial revenge and melancholia (which in today’s terms is simply
depression). :

The play reveals that opposites can co-exist and, above all, transformation is
possible. The melancholy Jacques can find joy and laughter; the witty
Touchstone can couple with the simple Audrey; the city folk can learn to exist
in the forest; and a woman can find her courage to love and be loved by
playing a man.

1 immediately pictured this story as here and now. The court, perhaps a city,
like ours, where we spend more and more time in front of screens and less and
less time in the each other’s company. Then Arden is still a magical place -
perhaps a trail off Route 2 in the Northern Cascades? Nevertheless, a place
full of hope, where anythmg can happen and connection, change, laughter and
love are possible.

Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human by Harold Bloom, Riverhead
Books, 1998

Clamorous Voices: Shakespeare’s Women Today by Carol Rutter with Juliet
Stevenson, Theatre Arts Books

As You Like It by William Shakespeare, Oxford
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There will be one ten-minute intermission

Bawdy and Double Meanings:

Wit - sexual organ

Horns — the horns of cuckoldry
Stale, panel, nut, cat — terms meaning “whore”
Sleeping hours — whoring hours

Jacques — pronounced “Jakes”, it meant toilet
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