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Directors Notes

The word, “machinal,” is French, meaning mechanical, automatic, or roatine. The
Young Woman in the play is, in Treadwell’s words, “ready, eager for life, for
love...but deadened, squeezed, crushed by the machinelike quality of the life
surrounding.”

Machinal debuted on Broadway in 1928. A full ten years before he immortalized
the words “Frankly, my dear, I don’t give a damn,” a young man named Clark
Gable co-starred as the Lover. Prohibition was in full swing and it had been less
than twenty years since American women had received the right to vote in this
country.

Over seventy years separate us from the first production of Machinal, but
somehow the play still seems as fresh today as in 1928. This is partly because our
dependence on technology has grown exponentially since then. It is also because
we have in recent years, as we’ve watched high schools been ripped apart by
gunfire and now, more recently, on September 11", been made all too aware of just
how easily our normal routines can be shattered by acts of unbelievable violence.

Iam struck by a report I read of a businessman who had run from the collapsing
WTC. A policeman stopped him and told him, “You’re in a state of shock. You'll
snap out of it.” The man responded, “I don’t want to snap out of it. T've never
been more cognizant.” Sophie Treadwell’s Machinal dares us to explore the
opportunity for connecting with one another when our rote and automatic
behaviors are shaken, and gives us the opportunity to explore whether making that
connection may actually prevent the kind of violence that erupts when
powerlessness and hopelessness meet.

Biography of the Author

Sophie Treadwell’s life thwarted the expectations of her time. As both a prolific
playwright (Machinal is the best known of her over 40 plays) and journalist,
Treadwell was a relentless advocate for the rights of women and artists. Following
the course of literary peers like Hemingway, she became one of the first female
foreign correspondents. As a journalist, she gained renown for a series of
investigative articles on homeless women and her exclusive interview with Pancho
Villa. Treadwell died in 1970.

Recommended Reading

New York Noir, Crime Photos from the Daily News Archive. William
Hannigan (editor) and Luc Sante (introduction), Rizzoli International Publications.
Inc. 1999

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. Betty Smith , Perennial Classics, 1998

Feminism and Theatre. Sue-Ellen Case, Methuen, 1988
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. . : There will be one fifteen minute intermission
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Produced by special arrangement with The Roman Catholic
Church of the Diocese of Tuscon.



