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From the
Vice President and Vice Provost for Diversity

One of the great delights of higher education is that it provides young
scholars an opportunity to pursue research in a field that interests and
engages them. The McNair Scholars Program offersostapd
opportunity for students to pursue scholarly researchTaedvicNair
Scholars Journaplays an important part in that support by publishing
their results. The Office of Minority Affairs and Diversity is pleased to
publish the seventh edition ®he McNair Scholars Journaif the
University of Washington.

The McNair Scholars Program offers opportunities to a diverse group of
studentd students who may not otherwise get the chance to work
closely with a faculty mentor on-depth research. The yagischolars

who participate in The McNair Program are among the most motivated
and dedicated undergraduates at the UW. Their hard work and
accomplishments put them in a position to succeed in graduate school.
The McNair Scholars Journallays an importanpart in the career of

these young scholars by publishing their research at an early stage.

Please join me in thanking the faculty, staff and students who came
together and made this journal possible.

Sheila Edwards Lange, Ph.D.

Vice President for Minigty Affairs
Vice Provost for Diversity



From the
Director

| am very pleased to present the seventh edition of the University of
Washingtonés McNair Schol ars Journ
collective excellence of these projects is a testamethietthard work of

our students and the unwavering support of faculty mentors who
supervised these projects. As always, | want to extend my gratitude to

the faculty, whose guidance and support has allowed our students to
grow in meaningful ways, while givinour scholars the foundation to

enter graduate school with confidence and solid research experience.

The McNair Program at the University of Washington strives to create
meaningful academic experiences that will enable our students to
succeed at the nelvel. The research component for McNair Scholars
has two specific goals: First, engage students in the research enterprise
at the undergraduate level, so they develop the analytical and
methodological skills, academic sophistication, and confidencemliat
make them successful students in graduate school. Second, provide
students a unique opportunity to publish their undergraduate research, so
the scholars gain an early understanding of the critical role that
publishing will play in their academic ars. In this respect, the
McNair Journal is a key component in the preparation of our scholars for
careers in research and teaching.

Our journal involves the work of several people who work behind the
scenes proofreading, editing and preparing thé @reft for publication.

| would like to extend my appreciation to the UW McNair staff, Dr.
Gene Kim, Associate Director, and our graduate student staff, Eric,
Rocio, and Zakiya, for their commitment to the McNair mission and for
bringing this project taompletion. They are an asset to the program and
have been instrumental in preparing this high quality journal.

On behalf of the entire McNair Staff, | sincerely hope that you enjoy
reading the seventh edition of the McNair Scholars Journal.

Dr. GabrielE. Gallardo
Director, McNair Program
Assistant Vice President, Office of Minority Affairs



From the
Dean of the Graduate School

It is with real pleasure that | write to introduce this seventh volume of
The McNair Scholars Journal The papers containdd this volume
represent a remarkable breadth of scholarship. They also represent a
depth of scholarship that encompasses the best of what the University of
Washington has to offer. The Scholars, their faculty mentors, the staff of
the McNair Program,ral all of us at this institution are justifiably proud

of this work.

The McNair Scholarsé6 Program honor
the late Dr. Ronald E. McNair, a physicist and NASA astronaut. Its goal
is to encourage young men and women to emutseacademic and
professional accomplishments of Dr. McNair. One of the goals of the
McNair Program is to encourage students who have been disadvantaged
in their pursuit of academic excellence to attain not only a baccalaureate
degree, but to continue areer in graduate education culminating in a
doctoral degree. It is because of this goal that The Graduate School is
proud to be a partner in this program. The outstanding undergraduate
students who are selected to be McNair Scholars are actively eglcoyit

our own and other graduate schools nationwide. They represent the
imagination, talent, and dedication that will enrich the future professorate
and provide the leadership needed in a complex and changing world.

Thanks to all of our McNair scholareé mentors for helping to create a
vital and vibrant intellectual community for all of us here at the UW.
Congratulations on this excellent publication.

Suzanne T. Ortega
Vice Provost and Graduate Dean



From the
Associate Dean, The Graduate School, GMAP

| am very pleased that you have the opportunity to read the work
of our McNair Scholars. This work represents the culmination of the
efforts of very talented students who represent the breadth and excellence
of the academy. Our McNair scholars areonir many different
disciplines, from the humanities to the social sciences to the natural
sciences, but all are alike in their excellence, which you will clearly see
in their work.

The McNair Programbés mission, t
who have beenishdvantaged, is critical to the future of higher education
in the U.S. As our population becomes increasingly diverse we need
more role models on our faculties and in leadership positions, but it is
also critically important that we not waste talent. Tgiiothese students
have been disadvantaged, they are very talented and we need them to
succeed. This is the reason that the University of Washington Graduate
School s Graduate Opportunities an
(GO-MAP) is a proud partner withhe McNair Program. We share a
mission finding, encouraging, and supporting these talented students so
that they can take their place in the next generation of scholars and
intellectual leaders of this society.

Finally, it is important that we recognize athone of the
important things that the University of Washington and other research
universities do best is to train researchers. Our students have the
wonderful educational opportunity to study with and learn the craft from
some of the leading scholars time discipline. By taking advantage of
this opportunity, McNair Scholars will be among the most competitive
for the best spots in graduate training programs as well as for the
fellowships and research assistantships that will support their work and
study.

I hope that you enjoy reading their work and join me in
appreciating the quality of these students.

Sincerely,

Juan C. Guerra, Associate Dean
The Graduate School, GRAP

Vi



Journal Disclaimer

While the McNair Program Staff has made every effort torasathigh
degree of accuracy, rigor and quality in the content of this journal, the
interpretations and conclusions found within each essay are those of the
authors alone and not the McNair Program. Any errors or omission are
strictly the responsibility ofach author.
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Multicultural Marke ting Influences among NorMajority High
School Students
Valiesha Brown

Abstract

Since the 2000 U.S. Census numerated the growing percentage
of minorities in the U.S, the efforts to appeal to -neajority customers
through multicultural marketing have ireased considerably. Nen
majority communities, namely African Americans, Latino Americans,
and Asian Americans, are now targeted by large marketing campaigns
largely due to the increased buying power of their communities.
Multicultural marketing campaignare designed to attract nemajority
consumers and are often used on products that have a youth appeal or
premise. This study seeks to further explore the relationship between
multicultural marketing campaigns and the nwo@jority communities
they targetwith respect to high school students from these communities.

The underlying question of this study is how multicultural
marketing is implemented in contrast to how multicultural markets would
prefer to be reached. The methodology focused on a diversp gfo
high school students learning about marketing techniques then creating
their own multicultural campaign for a luxury sports utility vehicle. In
small groups, students worked to identify an advertising slogan, their
target audience, their multiculturaadvertising strategy, and the
vehiclebs current marketing situat:i
and then analyzed.

The researcher then selected trends and looked for similarities
among student &s decisions regardi
assessment of the current marketing situation in an effort to understand
the influence of current multicultural marketing efforts.

Introduction

This research explores how multicultural marketing campaigns
are received by their intended markets. The rekefocuses on high
school students because they are the up and coming generation of non
majority spenders. Their habits are likely to be influenced by marketing
campaigns. Also, current nanajority high school students have more
access to education andreers that will translate into higher disposable
incomes in the near future. In essence, as the buying power of non
majority communities increases, the burden of successfully leveraging
that buying power into a prosperous economic future will lay orethes
students. Current marketing campaigns have the clear advantage of
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influencing these studentsd consur
impacting their later consumer behaviors.

This situation is of interest because the influence of the
marketing campggns hinges on whether or not they are successfully
delivering their message, that they place a high value ormagority
communities and offer products that complement their needs.

Specifically, the research questio
maketing is implementedd in contra
would prefer to be reachedo6? Et hi

will be asked to create multicultural marketing campaigns for a product
that is commonly advertised to nomajority commuities. The
differences between their campaigns and the presently used
advertisements will be examined to determine answers to the research
guestion at hand.

Literary Background

The initial interest in this topic rose from a consideration of
increased buying power among nemajority populations.  This
information combined with the fundamentals of marketing, which entalil
that shopping patterns are influenced early by parents and advertisements
led to the consideration of how current Aoajority high scbol students
will fare in the future when they have more disposable income and
heavily ingrained ideas about products to influence their purchasing
decisions. The total U.S. consumer buying power is projected to increase
from $8.6 trillion in 2004 to $11. trillion in 2009. The combined
buying power of African, Asian, and Latino Americans will account for
14. 1% of the nationds total increas:t

Salesvantage.com is a multicultural marketing resource website
that offers links to Afrian American, gay/lesbian, Asian American, and
Hispanic media services, marketing, and advertising agencies. One of
the links from these guides is to Ebony Marketing Reséar€n this
website, t he changing header read:
buy?0 fiwhere do they shopo, whil e
ethnic backgrounds. Ebony Marketing Research is an example of a firm
that works with companies from beginning to end to select a group, plan
out t o gauge that gr ou pketing plan.t er e
Gauging interest consists of qualitative and quantitative studies that
include focus groups and surveys. The work of this company over the
last twenty years is a clear indicator that multicultural marketing is
relevant and lasting.

The exsting work regarding multicultural marketing does not
typically pertain to nommajority high school students. In general,

N
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advertising to teens usually takes place through music, movies, and
entertainment. The tactics to attract teens are considerablg mor
advanced than past marketing strategies due to the ability of the youth
market to conduct their own research via the internet and their short
attention spah Companies have less time to sell their products to an
informed audience. This research seikbridge the gap to figure out
what nonmajority teens are learning from commercials and how they
feel that multicultural marketing should be conducted. It is predicted that
because the teen market is so elusive, and little research has been done
with non-majority high school students, this research will provide insight
to a population segment that is rarely formally identified.

A last consideration for the background of this research was the
type of product the students would have to sell. The autitenob
industry, particularly luxury sports utility vehicles, was chosen because
of the likelihood of predisposal to SUVs and multicultural automobile
campaigns. Most students would have some familiarity with automobile
commercials featuring members of thenmmajority community. Others
would be familiar with the SUV. To challenge the students, they were
asked to market the Lincoln Navigator, which most students are not
familiar with as readily as the Cadillac Escalade, which was used as their
competition SW. Another reason for selecting the Lincoln Navigator is
that its parent brand Ford has marketed to themajority community
and has historically employed many from the mosority community in
various capacities. This was significant because it geavistudents
with a product that had a history within the Aoajority community and
thus would be possible to market successfully.

Method/Approach/Design

After a onehour overview of marketing, high school
sophomores, juniors, and seniors were given dpportunity to create
their own marketing plan for the Lincoln Navigator. For them, this
experiment was a fun way of applying their newly learned marketing
skills. Students were supplied with basic information regarding the
Lincoln Navigator, a luxurysports utility vehicle, from Ford Motor
Company, and a bit of information about its number one competitor,
Cadill acos Escal ade, and a brochu
Students were also provided with markers, access to a radio, and large
flip charts to use in their final presentations. The goal of the task was to
create a multicultural campaign and convey their ideas to the rest of the
group in the best way they could develop. Students were divided into six
groups and given approximately 60 miesito complete a worksheet that
represented the task of constructing a multicultural marketing campaign
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for the Lincoln Navigator. The worksheets instructed the students to
create an advertising slogan, select the target audience, develop an
advertising gategy, and evaluate the current marketing situation.

Students were intentionally given a significant amount of
creative freedom in this exercise because only four components of the
worksheet were pertinent to the research: advertising slogan, the targe
audience, the advertising strategy, and the current marketing situation.
While each component is relevant to the task of marketing, this research
was intended to explore the relationship between current multicultural
marketing campaigns and how young arity students would approach
multicultural marketing efforts. The advertising slogan is an important
component because it is a succinct means of reaching the target audience.
It clearly tells what the marketer (or company) thinks of the segment it is
trying to reach. The target audience component was an important means
of gauging student perception of what segments within the multicultural
market are or should be targeted. The last component, advertising
strategy, was essential to contrast what is ap@i@to young ethnic
minorities and what is currently done in multicultural advertising
campaigns. The current marketing situation component was also useful
in gauging feelings and attitudes regarding how multicultural marketing
is currently conducted.
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Data chart 1 reflects each gro
mai n component s, gener al observat
campaigns, and common t heméfierent Gr o
Peopl e, Same Drivebd to attract Asi

Their commercial involved showing various professional careers so that
people with different personalities could be attracted to the same vehicle.
Group 2 titled their campaign Navi gat or Growing
intention of creating a campaign that would progress with the customer.
nStrong Car for a Strong Familyo
focused their advertisement on African American families to override the
popularimages of African Americans they identified with the Cadillac
Escal ade. Group 406s ALincoln Navi
identified various people from different ethnic groups in social, group,

Wi
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and family settings while pitting excellence as the ulteérgoal. Group 5
targeted adventurous wo me n across
Adventurer in YouoOo sl ogan. Lastl vy,
They were not able to come up with a slogan or assess their feelings
about the current marketingittion. They initially identified an African
American male target segment and their commercial featured two people
driving in the Navigator.

Each group seemed to identify the lack of minority
representation in commercials. However, their approachescteaise
minority representation varied. Group 1 discussed the lack of Asian
representation in place for Latino and African American advertisements.
Group 2, 3, and 6 clearly targeted African Americans. This was
interesting because the overall make of the students is not mainly
African American. Groups 4 and 5 targeted all races and ages with
marketing campaigns that incorporated multiculturalism instead of
targeting an ethnic segment. Groups 1, 2, 3, and 5 stipulated some aspect
of their marketing ampaign on the increase of salaries, or buying power,
within minority communities.

Discussion

The findings of this research, as represented in Figure 1,
illustrate the core conflict with multicultural marketing. People are
diverse and most of their needsuch as safety, are universal; on the
other hand, people like to see representations of themselves, which is
clear by some of the groupsd tar ge
discussions of diversity or multicultural acceptance often focus on a
world that is only black and white. | believe this occurrence plagued the
students and prevented them from thinking out of the box when deciding
which audiences to target. As a result, students targeted African
Americans, which they are accustomed to seeimgmiulticultural
marketing campaigns, especially those selling vehicles such as the SUV
they sold in their marketing campaigns.

These findings contradicted the
aspect and fulfilled them in another. It was expected thdéesta would
target their own ethnic groups. In many groups, it can be argued that they
did because there was at least one member of the targeted audience in the
student group or the target group was all races. However, Group 6
targeted African American rfes, when there was not a single African
American male in the group. This situation was highly significant
because it suggests that students identify with commercials that target a
nonrmajority group that does not directly include them.
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The research qgéon for this research was a strong starting off
point. It leaves open the possibilities for many more discussions and
research ranging from the effects of increase buying power on non
majority communities, how said buying power is distributed within-non
majority communities, to how Latino and Asian Americans respond to
the emphasis on African Americans despite their growing populations.
Specifically, the following future questions have been suggested by the
researcher: How will current multicultural matke campaigns effect
the future purchasing decisions of current non majority high school
students?; How prevalent are the preferences and concerns of these
students among other age groups within their communities?; What are
the ramifications of targetintpe African American segment as other non
majority segments grow faster and how do those populations respond to
such actions? These questions are each interdisciplinary, and a greater
understanding of each topic may allow for greater assistance in both
marketing to noamajority communities and assisting these communities
as their buying power steadily increases.

Conclusion

The findings of this study revealed three common themes:
targeting the African American segment, targeting all races, and a
discussio of buying power. It has been found that high school students
from non majority communities recognize marketing campaigns that
feature African Americans as multicultural. While less than 30% of the
students involved were African American, half of the gotargeted the
African American segment. Three groups addressed the lack of
campaigns targeting other ethnicities within the -nmajority
community. All student groups attempted to appeal to theirmajority
target audience by surpassing ethnic notiangl utilizing American
norms to market the SUV. The actions of these-majority teens
indicate a desire to be accurately reflected as Americans. The notion of
Americanism for them includes a variety of ethnicities, including but not
limited to their om. In closing, the research followed its intention and
offered insight to the nemajority teenage market and allowed for the
introduction of many new topics and questions.
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The Chicano Movement in The State of Washington: Political
Activism in the Puget Sound and Yakima Valley Regions from the
late 1960s to early 1980s.

OscarRosale€a st annneda
Abstract

As in other places along the west codlse Chicano movement
had a strong presence in the state of Washington. The problems were
similar in this state as people of Mexican American descent struggled
through issues as they related tddm, access to higher education, and
racial discrimination in the public sector. Similarly, political activism in
the state spawned organizations such as the United Farm Workers
Cooperative in the Yakima Valley, El Centro de La Raza in Seattle, as
well as other groups at the Universities and community such as the
Movimiento Estudiantil Chicana/o de Aztlan (MEChA) and the Brown
Berets, who had a chapters in the Yakima Valley and at the University of
Washington.

Given that the Latino communities in the nor#istvare removed
from those in California and the rest of the southwest, the development of
political movements here in Washington differ due to not only
geographic isolation, but also influences from other communities. With
this project | hope to shed liglon the Chicano movement that developed
here in the state of Washington and link the activist work that was done
in both Seattle and the Yakima Valley.

The Chicano Youth Movement comes to the Northwest

Acti vism i n Wa s-Anenmcgntconmiurstynable X i C &
its roots in two locales, the Yakima Valley and the Seattle area. This
activity had a dualistic nature, with activism in the schools and in the
barrios, and with the struggles in the urban as well as rural areas of the
state.Though there is much deieaas to when the Chicano Movement
begins in the State of Washington, one thing for certain is the initiation
of the Chicano Student Movement. In the late 1960s, MexAcaarican
youth inspired by the farmworkerso
revolts o f t he ti me, used t he | abel 6 C
heritage, assert their youthful energy, and their militancy by
appropriating a word that had a negative connotation and turning it into a
politically charged term used for seffentification. Though there was
activism at the individual level at Yakima Valley College and the
University of Washi ngton, the est a
take place until the fall of 1968 when the first large group of Chicano
students was recruited to tbaiversity of Washington in Seattle.
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On May 20" 1968, the Black Student Union (BSU) occupied the
offices of President Charles Odegaard at the University of Washihgton.
The group organized a four hour-sitwhere they voiced their demands
for making tle University more relevant to people of color by improving
the recruitment of minority students, doubling black enroliment,
increasing funding for minority student programming, and creating black
studies courses. Thi s actildldythg on
foundation for the recruitment of students from throughout the state.

According tooderemyt8iemé¢ BSUD s ]
was the Yakima Valley, where recruiters talked with many Chicano
youth. This connection between the BSU andc@hd students would
|l ater be strengthened by?Cfithé B5abor a
students that were recruited, most were from this area, which had the
largest concentration of Latinos in Washington. At this time, the Yakima
Valley had already see¢he emergence of Chicano activism.

Inspired by the United Farm Wor
(UFWOC) grape boycott, two students from Yakima Valley College,
Guadalupe Gamboa and Tomas Villanueva, had traveled down to Delano
California and met with onef the key leaders, Cesar Chavez. Upon
returning, Gamboa and Villanueva -fmunded the United Farm
Wo r k e r-dperativ€ QUFWC) in 1967 in Toppenish, Washington.
The UFW Ceop is credited as being the first activist Chicano
organization in the state of Waington. The UFWC would solicit the
assistance of the Washington American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) in
a project that would give legal aid to people of farm working background
during the summer of 1968The report that emerged from the project
showedthe harsh conditions many Chicanos found themselves in. As a

! Walt Crowley,Rites of Passage: A Memoir of the Sixties in SeaBtttle:

University of Washington Press, 1995, 255.

Jeremy Simer, fi L a sRie nav Cldaam esitindent an@a mp u
the grape boycott at the University of Washington, 1668 Seattle Civil

Rights & Labor History Projec20042006
<http://depts.washington.edu/civilr/la_raza2.htm>

%Jesus Lemos. AA Historlyementandthee Chi canc
Organizational Efforts of the United Farm Workers Union in the
Yaki ma Valley, Washington. o0 Master (

Washington, 1974, 54.
* On request of the United Farm Workers, the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) of Washingtorgoes to the Yakima Valley to help organize a legal
assistance program. The report that emerges after the end of the project
underlines the societal conditions present that maintained Chicanos in a state of
subjugation

10
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result of various lawsduits filed through the ACLU, Yakima County had

to take measures to ensure that Chicanos are afforded voting rights and
bilingual ballots as well as other considerations igiteeall people under

the law®> Though the group organized workers during the wildcat strikes

in the Hop fields in Yakima County in 1970, the organization would not
receive official recognition until
United Farm Workers dVashington State.

In addition to the UFW Cop, there were other forms of
activism in Eastern Washington. One was with the Cursillo Movement in
the Yakima Valley. The Cursillo Movement was one that was organized
through the Catholic Church. Though palitily moderate, the purpose
was to engage people in social action and encourage participation in
church life. Another group, the Mexican American Federation (MAF),
formed also in 1967, was also in a sense a new form of organization in
the Mexican Americancommunity. In previous decades, most
associations rooted within the Mexican American community were social
and cultural in nature. MAF, which wasrganized in Yakima,
Washington, would be one of the first to advocate for community
development and politic@mpowerment in the Yakima Valley.

The fall of 1968 was one characterized by social upheaval
throughout the nation and the world. Universities at this time were hubs
for political activity and discourse. Chicano students at UW, few as they
were, would bénfluenced by much of this activity. There was already an
understanding of the plight of farm workers as well as the interaction
with the repressive, race prejudiced systems of power. Soon after having
set foot on the UW Campus, the 35 Chicano studentddwoove to
form the first chapter of the United Mexican American Students (UMAS)
in the Northwest. Modeled after the group that was founded at the
University of Southern California in 1967, UW UMAS worked to
establish a Mexican American Studies class thinatlhhe College of Arts
& Sciences at UW and alongside other activist groups engaged in a
campaign to halt the sale of nranion table grapes at the University of
Washington.

The group first petitioned the dormitories to stop selling grapes
in their eatingfacilities, and quickly secured agreement. But the effort to
persuade the Husky Union Building (HUB) to cooperate proved more
difficult. The grape boycott committee that lobbied the HUB would be
chaired by UMAS, and supported by the BSU, Students fomaoDeatic
Society (SDS), individual members of the ASUW Board of Control and

>Charles E. Ehl aki mafiRapobey @&fojeetYod
American Civil Liberties Union, 1969.
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the Young Socialist Alliance (YSA), to name a fé@n February 17,

1969 the UW Grape Boycott Committee was victorious as the HUB
officially halted the sale of grapésThe resultwould make the
University of Washington the first campus in the United States to remove
grapes entirely from its eating faciliti€sven more notable was the
organizationb6s skill at buil ding
groups, as evidenced by theycott committe&. At the national level,

the grape boycott organized by the UFWOC achieved success in 1970
when the union won a contract.

In addition to the boycott, UMAS also called a conference in
Toppenish to generate support for the creation of &lwic/outh groups
at the high school and college levels and along with faculty from UW
were abl e to cJin6marigerindd6awhiErsatsaceshtedt a 6
the calmecac project (school in Nahuatl) which taught history and culture
to youth in the EastarWashington.

The student movement was also spreading. Following the lead of
UW UMAS, Chicano students organized at Yakima Valley College to
form a chapter of the Mexican American Student Association
(MASA). Later that year in 1969, another MASA chapteowd be
established at Washington State University. Chicano youth having made
their way to Pullman, Washington via the High School Equivalency
Program that had brought them to WSU in 1967 organized to create the
MASA chapter.

MASA, like UMAS, had its roa in southern California,
originating out of East Los Angeles College. 1969 would be a watershed
year in activism at the national level with the Chicano Youth Liberation
Conference hosted by Corky Gonzal e
Colorado. The cderence would lay the framework for the youth
initiated Chicano Power Movement that sought a separate, third political
space away from the whitlominated political mainstream and left
which initially marginalized people of color. It was especially imparta
for Chicanos to assert their own political power because of the political
power dynamic left them having to rely on the dominant society. Another
component was based on culture with cultural regeneration, the negation

®John Greely, fAHub Board Recommends St
of Washington Daily (6 February 1969): 1.

Jeremy Simer, iLa ReattlaCiviRightes€labbro Ca mp u ¢
History Project20042006 <http://depts.washington.edu/civilr/la_raza2.htm>

8Si mer , fSeattle Ghal Rights & Labor History Proje@0042006
<http://depts.washington.edu/civilr/la_raza2.htm>

emos. fAHistory of tehme nGhddc &HBo0o Pol i tic
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of assimilation into dominant sotje and Chicano sefieterminatiort’

This paradigm in cultural thought that was heavily reliant on cultural
nationalism would exist well into the late 70s before the concept of
activism O6sin fronteraséo (without
empire trasformed the Chicano left in the late 70s. This transformation

took hold in the early 1990s with the Zapatista National Liberation
Armybés (EZLN) r e vdiberal wdomomio doctripea at thes t n
international scale in ¢md4dpas, Me >

The Chicano Movement focused considerable attention on
educational issues, especially access to higher education. Conscription
and the Viet Nam war raised the stakes for young people. Access to
higher education often times had literal life or tthe@mplications as
Chicano youth were often conscripted and made to serve in the infantry.
As a result of many of the concerns associated with higher education, the
Chicano Council on Higher Education, formed after the Massive East
Los Angeles High SchoaValkouts of 19682 organized a conference at
the University of California at Santa Barbara. The resulting document
laid the framework for a master plan relating to curriculum, services, and
access to higher educatith.

The Conference also provided anothmrtcome to the way
students organized themselves. The delegates decided to merge the many
activist organizationt)MAS, MASA, MASO, MASC, MAYO, among
othersunder the umbrella of EI Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de

“The Chicano Youth Liberation Conference in Denver would be instrumental

in producing one of the key document s
Aztl an, 0 which reject s-Amdriean @gamzatiorsr st a
had and ushed in the Chicano Power Movement that sought to reclaim the
indigenous Mesoamerican culture that had been lost to the Chicano. The
document also has a strong cultural nationalist component with the advocating

of control over the barrios.

™ For more information of the EZLN, consult http://www.ezIn.org

120n March 3, 1968, more than 1000 students aided by members of U.M.A.S

and the Brown Berets, peacefully walked out of Abraham Lincoln High School

in East Los Angeles, with Lincoln High Teacher, Sal Castriajrjg the group

of students, in protest of school conditions. The student strike known as the L.A.
Blowouts would later have over 10,000 high school students walk out by the end
of the week. To this day, the event still remains one of the largest stidkes

at the high school level in the history of the United States.

3 The document that would result from the Conference at Santa Barbara would
come to be known as AElI Plan de Santa
blueprint for the implementation offano Studies and EOP programs

throughout the West Coast. It also outlined the role of the University in the
community and in issues of social justice.
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Aztlan (The Chicano Student Movement Aftlan). M.E.Ch.A would
quickly become the primary vehicle for student activism on campuses
throughout the United States.

In the fall of 1969 UW UMAS officially adapted the name
MEChA. This reflected a consciousness shift as well as a generational
changea member s r ej ect-fmndertihccané rim o6fMe
| abel 60Chicano. 6 Within the next t
Washington State University would follow suit. Throughout the 1970s
many MEChA chapters would emerge in Washington Statduding
groups in the Columbia Basin, at Seattle Central Community College,
Central Washington University, A.C. Davis High School in Yakima, and
various other communitié$. Chicanos near the Spokane area waited
until 1977 to organize at Eastern Washingtbm i ver si t vy, and
until 1978 that the organization affiliated with MECHA.

The Brown Berets

Activism in the community accompanied activism on the
campuses and the Brown Berets emerged as an important organization
linking students to communitieand to young people who were not
enrolled in college. Brown Beret chapters developed in two locales,
Yakima and in Seattl¥. Originally from California, the Brown Berets
gave a new and tougher look to the movement in the 1960s.

Organized as a youth orgaation, six young Chicanos formed
the core of the Young Citizens for Community Action (YCCA) in May
of 1966 in Los Angeles. Far from radical, the group participated with the
Community Service Organization (CSO), where they met with political
| e ader schodled them i the ways of practical politics and
community organizing and who also introduced them to the now famed
Cesar ChaveZ. With financial help from Father John B. Luce, rector of

In April of 1972, students organize the first statewide MEChA Conference in

Washington at Yakima Vally College. The outcome of the conference then

results in the creation of a statewide board authorized to inform and facilitate

communication between all MEChA Chapters in Washington about activities at

the state level.

15 Gilberto Garciafi Or g a n i zctvityiandrPalitical Empowerment:
Chicano Politics iinThe @hean®exmeiiehcec Not
in the Northwest. Dubuque, IA.: Kendall/Hunt Publishing. Co., 1995,
75-80.

6By 1970 The Seattle and Yakima Brown Beret Chapters would attract over

200members.

YErnesto, Chavesi Mi Raza Primero! oNational i sm,
the Chicano Movemenit Ber kel ey, CA: UC Press,
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the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany in Lincoln Heights, the group
opened O6La Piranya, 6 a coffeehouse
meeting place where they hosted prominent civil rights speékens

spoke to increasing numbers of Chicano youths.

This activity attracted police who harassed young people at the
coffeehouse on the grounds that the place attracted troublemakers.
YCCA responded by organizing protest demonstrations at the nearby
sheriff stations. Young leaders such as David Sanchez advocated a more
militant stance against police abuse that was so previaléne Chicano
community. In January of 1968, the group adopted a new image and
uni f or m, becoming t he Br own Ber et s
transformed them from moderate reformers into visually distinctive and
combative crusaders on behalf of justic f o r  ChBy %% bas . 0
Causa, the Berets newspaper, reported that the Brown Berets had
approximately twenteight chapters throughout the west coast and
Midwest. Two of these chapters were in the State of Washifgton.

It is believed that the UW Bwmn Berets were originated in
Granger, Washington, and were then transplanted to Seattle as students
from the Yakima Valley were recruited to the University of Washington
during this period. This organization was comprised mostly of motivated,
militant univer si ty student s and yout h
Community. Much like the groups in Southern California, the Brown
Berets used much of the same tactics in organizing in the community.
The symbolic use of the brown beret was a reflection of the times.
Studeits and young people wishing to create change donned the
headgear and military fatigues as a symbolic gesture that they would be
willing to fight for their communities, bringing attention to the war at
home in thebarrios against racial discrimination, pesty and police
brutality. To youth, the stance the Brown Berets took on said issues
attracted them to the organization. Few groups would take such an active
and confrontational stance against the oppressive institutions afflicting
the Chicano community. ¢Wever, the generational difference would be

18 Among those who would come speak to the youth were Reies Lopez Tijerina

of New Mexi cods L awalasGaaders suchMehubeme nt |, a
ARapod0 Brown and Stokel y -\ent@odorditmang! o f
Committee, among other€havez Mi Raza Primero! 45.

! Chavez Mi Raza Primero, 45.

®According to Ernesto Chavezpaperhaot es, |
Causareported that the organization had tweaight chapters in cities

including San Antonio, Texas; Eugene, Oregon; Denver, Colorado; Detroit,

Michigan; Seattle, Washington; and Albuquerque, New Mexico; along with

many cities in California. (8d.a CausaMay 23, 1969) Chavez, 132.
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important as to how people would see the image of the Brown Berets
with older people in the community being more reluctant in supporting

the organization. Needless to say, much like the Black Panthers, the
Brown Berets raised a red flag in conservative sectors of the Anglo

community and as it was later revealed, the Brown Berets were also
infiltrated and destroyed from within by the COINTELPRO program.

According to Jesus Lemos, eifii n
chapter organized a O6Food for Peac
money in order to make and distribute Christmas baskets to the Chicanos
in the Yakima Vall ey 3WTFheUWEhamer i n t
also engaged in other activities such asdteation of a legal defense
fund for Chicano activists and active involvement in support of UFW
activities such as the grape boycott and fundraising for the union by way
of organizing collection drives and requesting funds from staff and
faculty at the Uniersity?

The Chapter in the Yakima Valley would also emerge as a strong
voice as activists agitated for an end to the Chicano oppression in Central
Washington. iln the ear | ymilpmarch of
to the welfare office in Yakima tprotest the abuse of the Chicanos who
were often ridiculed and treated with great disrespect and insensitivity by
t he wel f ar & Aleng with this activitye the. Yaakima Valley
Chapter al so played a supportive |
Granger and with involvement with ot r groups i n El
Mexi canod which sought an increase
Yakima Valley. However, the Yakima Valley Chapter had trouble
maintaining consistent members. It became inactive a few weeks after
the march on the welfare afé in Yakima?*

As time progressed, the Seattle Brown Berets would serve in the
capacity of a subgroup under UW MECHAFor the remainder of the
groupbds Aofficial o existence, the
capacity as the wing of the studenbvement most closely rooted in the

# Lemos, 57.

22Rogelio Riojas Interview, Seattle Civil Rights & Labor History Project. 19
January 2006

Mike Castaneda, Francesca Barajas, and Trevor Griffey.

% Lemos, 58.

#4|n 1970 The Brown Beret Chapter in the in tekima Valley becomes

inactive after a key leader loses credibility in the Chicano Community. Despite

severing ties to the former | eader, th

of past ties to the disgraced formerfoander and disbands. Lemos, 61

% Jesus RodrigueMEChA Newslettetniversity of Washington, 1981, p-2,

Jesus Rodriguez Papers, MEChA de UW Archives.
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community. It also tried to launch the La Raza Unida Party (LRUP) in
the State of Washingtdfi.Originally from Texas, the La Raza Unida
Party was an attempt made by student and community activists to take
control of poliical institutions. The best example was in Cristal City
Texas where members of the LRUP were elected into power in 1970.
The efforts in organizing the LRUP were placed primarily in Yakima and
Seattle as there was a drive to reach out to people on boghdfidtee
Cascade Mountains. Despite this effort, La Raza Unida Party in
Washington never grew past its embryonic stage and would fold before
really taking of f. I n Seattle, the
of the occupations that MEChA would bevolved in at the UW campus
and along with another subgroup, Las Chicanas, would also be an
integral part of the contingent that would occupy the old Beacon Hill
school in October of 1972 along with community members who created
El Centro de La RaZ4.

Creation of El Centro de La Raza

El Centro de La Raza was established during this period of
increased political activity in the early 1970s. The takeover of the
Beacon Hill school was in response to the canceling of the English as a
Second Language programrfthe Chicano community at South Seattle
Community College. Students and community members affected by the
sudden closing of the ESL program were instrumental in the planning of
takeover of the building on October 12, 1972. The takeover lasted
several moths as negotiations took place with the Seattle City Council
and the Seattle school district, all while people occupied the building and
made due without water or electricity in the building throughout the
duration of the fight. The struggle for the rigbtuse the building proved
difficult. The importance of the establishment of a center was important
to the community, as exemplified with the occupation of the Seattle city
council chambers. Though the creation of the center was spearheaded by
people in tle Latino community, the alliances across racial lines were
instrumental in keeping up the fight with the Seattle City Council. After

3esus Rodriguez Interview, Seattle Civil Rights & Labor History Project. 3
March 2006

Roberto Alvizo and Cristal Barragan.

270n Ocbber 11, 1972 El Centro de La Raza is founded in Seattle by activists
and Beacon Hill community members who occupy an abandoned school. The
participants refuse to leave the building until the Seattle School District leases
them the space for the creatidneomulti-purpose, progressive community
organization.
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much debate, the city of Seattle finally conceded and allowed the use of
the property for the creation of El Centro de LazRin 1973.

At a time when there was no dis
the creation of a center that housed many of the services that Chicanos
lacked was a necessity. El Centro would serve as not only a community
center, but also as a civil rightgsganization that developed progressive
coalitions with activist groups rooted in other ethnic communities. In
fact, El Centro worked extensively with the Native American community
whose occupation of Fort Lawton in Seattle in 1970 provided a model for
what was then the occupation of the Beacon Hill school two years later.
These alliances would continue throughout the 1970s and to the present
day.

Much of the social justice work done by El Centro is outlined in
i ts mi s si on insltdast emsuringadcessatm dervides and
advocating on behalf of people regardless of race, color, creed, national
origin, gender, level of incme, a
later years the organization was also involved in issues of labor, with
participaton in aiding with farmworker organizing in the state of
Washington and in supporting much of the work being done by Cesar
Chavez, Dolores Huerta, and the United Farm Workers Union. Also,
there was solidarity work done with international struggles, mosbhot
in Central and South America throughout the 1970s, and again in
keeping communication with the Sandinista government in Nicaragua
later in the 1980s. The effort that initially created El Centro de La Raza
was the result of a community coming togetherforge space for
furthering the cause social justice within the Chicano/Latino community
in Seattle?® This served as one of the first major attempts in the Seattle
area to create community institutions to better conditions for the people.

Building Community Institutions

Though there were organiz®tions
t hat emerged in the | ate 196006s, 1
early 198006s. The acute isolation

urban centers in the southwest méde interaction between students at
the UW and the Chicano community of Seattle even more noteworthy. In
fact, the impetus of the Chicano student movement at the University of

BFor additional information see EI Cen
<http://www.elcentrodelaraza.org/>

2 <http://lwww.elcentrodelaraza.org/>

%01n 1969, Active Mexicano is established in Seattle. The orgéinh worked

toward providing individuals social services including job placement and legal
assistance.
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Washington would help forge a new era in the development of the arts
and literaure not only in Seattle, but throughout the northwest. This

energy would emerge through the efforts of staff & faculty, as well as
UW MEChHA, which is the oldest studeinitiated activist organization in

the Northwest.

At the community level, the creationf community health
centers such as SEAMARand Consej§ in 1978 was sparked by
former student activists. The two centers would serve the Western
Washington Latino community, expanding to other -losome
communities as well. SEAMAR would emulate the farmr ker 6 s c |
in the Yakima Valley by offering holistic medical services, while
Consejo focused primarily on mental health and chemical dependency.
These institutions would be vital in providing access to health care for
the Chicano and Latino Immigracbmmunities.

In Seattle, the late 1970s would have the establishment of a
chapter of the Center for Autonomous Social Action (CASAGASA,
which was originally from Los Angeles in 1968, was a group that
blended cultural nationalism with Marxikeninist thought. The
organization started as another mutual help organization that organized
around ridding the local barrios of illegal drugs. The progression of the
group would make it the first Chicano Marxist organization that was
organized by lower and worlgrclass Chicanos. As the group
developed, it would start organizing workers regardless of legal status
and forged coalitions with Mexican socialists and the Puerto Rican
Socialist Party. This turn toward a more internationalist ideology was a

31 SEAMAR Community Health Centers, <http://www.seamar.org/>

32 Consejo Counseling and Referral Services, <http://www.consejo
wa.org/Anniversary.htm>

%1n 1968 Soledad Alatorre and Bert Corona set up the Center for Autonomous
Social ActionGeneral Brotherhood of Workers (CASAGT). The group is one

of the first to spearhead a move toward organizing both legal and undocumented
workers under the banner'sin fronteras' or ‘without borders.' In 1973 CASA's
ideology takes a turn farther toward the left, making it the first Mabasiinist
Organization based inside the Chicano Community. The student element
comprised of a group of students from Los Angeled Orange County form El
Comite Estudiantil del Pueblo. The group, made up primarily of Chicano
Marxists, sought "aniimperialist solidarity with national and international
student struggles, university reform, séétermination against the 'imperial
system," and studentorker unity." The group would later merge with CASA.

The organization would reach all throughout the west caétst,chapters as far
away as Chicago, lllinois, and as far north as Seattle, Washington(Also see,
Rod ol f oOceéupiedmeaica: A History of Chicanos. Fifth Bew

York, N.Y.: Pearson Longman, 2004, p. 353)
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reflection ofthe changing demographics in the 1970s and as a response
to a renewed antmmigrant backlash. At the National level, the harsh
antHimmigrant policies brought forth by the Carter Administration, as
well as the patrolling of the southern border by the Klux Klan
prompted many Chicano activists to take action by organizing opposition
to the nativist sentiment echoed by the right wing in the late 1970s. The
activity during the late 1970s would also filter into the solidarity work
done with Central and SdutAmerican communiti€s during the CIA
backed proxy wars in the western hemisphere.

In the Yakima Valley the contributions of community activists
would result in the creation of Radio KDRAn 1979. KDNA would be
the first radio station that dedicated #mtire programming to the
Spanishspeaking population in Eastern Washington. To this day, the
station is still nationally recognized for the progressive programming that
serves to educate people on various issues concerning health, labor, and
culture. Mud like the organizations that were created in Seattle during
the late 1970s, Radio KDNA has been instrumental in advocating for the
rights of workers regardless of legal status.

Chicano Cultural Awakening

The UW MEChA chapter was one of the most inflient
organizations pushing the Chicano youth movement in the Pacific
Northwest. Efforts on behalf of the organization have been many and
include a multifaceted focus on social, cultural, educational and political
activity at the University of Washington. &hcultural promotions of
MEChA have includedleatro CampesinoChicano/Latino graduation,
Chr i sp s a Cdico,d® Mayo celebrations amthnces to meet
the social needs of studefftsvho were away from their respective
communities. Students have alseeh at the center of the creation of a
Chicano Studies Program, the formation of El Centro de Estudios
Chicanos at the University of Washington.

The events included that had been put together in the past have
been lecture and film series, rap sessionsd fand clothing drives,
dances with Little Joe, Eligio Salinas, Los Lobos and many Latino
festivities and workshops. National leaders have also been invited to the

34|n 1983 El Centro de La Raza would serdetegation and a crew from
KING-TV on a factfinding mission to Nicaragua. The Sandinista government
would host the delegation for a week as the group talked to people in the towns
affected by attacks by counterrevolutionary groups.

% Radio KDNA online, <ktp://www.radiokdna.org/>

% La Historia de MEChA, Internal Document for MEChA Executive Board,
1987, MEChA de UW Archives.
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UW campus to talk to students about issues taking place at the National
level. Such speakeiiaclude people such as Cesar Chavez and Dolores
Huerta of the United Farm Workers of California, Reies Lopez Tijerina

of the Alianza Feder al de Mercedes
Gonzalez of the Crusade for Justice in Colorideatricia Vasquez of

the Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund (MALBEF)

and various other guests ranging from artists and poets, to leaders of the
La Raza Unida Party.

According to Jesus Rodriguez in the few years after the
organi zation was ecameanie idisensidiatl ,andi ME C
devel oped subgroups to deal with s
i ssues, community concer n‘Slneffect adu a-
MEChA would serve as the umbrella organization that would house such
groups asLas Chicanas the Brown Berets, the National Chicano
Health Association the Chicano Graduate and Professional Student
Association as well as other such entities that focused primarily as
cultural organizations that would have wide reach throughout the Pacific
Northwest.

The Puget Sound would give rise to a dance troupe called Los
Bailadores de Bronék(The Bronze Dancers), who would soon develop
into a group based in the community. Established primarily by faculty
and staff from the University of Washington in729 the group would
evolve to include community members. The purpose was to share
Mexican dance, music, and cultural traditions with the community. As

3" The Crusade for Justice was a community organization founded by Gonzalez
in Denver, Colorado in 1966. The organization operatethaol, a curio shop, a
bookstore and a social center. It was most notable for introducing the Chicano
urban struggle and incorporating youth into the emergent Chicano Movement.
3n 1968 the Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund
(MALDEF) wasorganized in San Antonio, Texas. It was modeled after the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund.

° a Raza Unida Partyds platform touche
system of justice in the United States, the role of women, immigration, the
selective service systemmternational affairs, natural resources, transportation,
health, welfare, and housing among oths=eCar | os Munmnoz. Yout
Power: The Chicano Movement. New York, N.Y.: Verso, 1989. gl B8).
“%Jesus Rodriguez, MEChA Newsletter University\dshington, 1981, p.-2,
Jesus Rodriguez Papers, MEChA de UW Archives.
“I The Bailadores de Bronce is one of the few groups founded during the early
19706s that is still in existence. The
throughout the Puget Sounegion in Western Washington (Also, see
http://www.bailadoresdebronce.oyg/
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the years progressed, the dance group would perform all over the West
Coast and would establish itself @se of the oldest groups of its kind in

the Northwest. This group would aid in further cultural development,
much like various other initiatives undertaken during this period.

El Teatro del Piojo would be another of the key entities that
would develop uder MEChA. Established in 1970, the theatre collective
was a group that would reflect the Chicano reality most students
encountered growing up in rural Central Washington. Inspired by El
Teatro Campesirfdwhich formed in 1965, the UW group would be the
firs t so called o6guerrilla theatreb
short skits, or 6actosd6 were embl e
which emphasized the struggle in the fields as well as the experiences of
alienation through interaction with the rdmant power structure.
Throughout its existence from 1970 to 1979, the group would perform all
over the West Coast and would be a member organization of Teatros
Nacionales de Aztlan or TENAZ (National Theatre [Collectives] of
Aztlan). El Teatro del Piojevould later spawn a more traditional acting
troupe known as el Teatro Quetzalcoatl, formed in 1975, that would
perform politically charged pl ays.
MEChA, as related by former student activist Jesus Rodritjuee
theatre collective would be influential in the emergence of the new
Chicano identity here in the Northwest.

The journal Metamorfosis, produced out of El Centro de
Estudios Chicanos at the University of Washington, would be one of the
most influential journals viting about Chicano/Latino arts and culture in
the Northwest. At the time the journal was created, the movement at the
national level was beginning to wane, which was evident with much of
the activity starting to die down. Though it only lasted from 18Y7
1984, the journal would be instrumental in articulating Chicano/Latino
culture in the Northwest. This is very important when considering the
relative isolation of Seattle from the Chicano cultural hubs of the
southwest. During the formative period ofi€mo scholarly work in the
northwest, it would leave a mark that coupled with the muralist art
movement, influenced the discourse on Chicano/Latino identity in the
State of Washington.

“2|nitiated as a farmworker group, El Teatro Campesino, established by Luis
Valdez, publicized the struggle of the farmworkansl Chicanos in oract

plays. The collective would also be instrumental in helping establish other
theatre groups.

“3Jesus Rodriguez Interview. 3 March 2006

22



The Chicano Movement in the State of Washington

The Fight for Chicano Studies

The struggles students faced throughdhbe struggle were
present in many areas. In effect, the student movement went through
many phases when dealing with the University. Though the time period
was one of profound change on many campuses throughout the country,
the academic world would takenauch slower pace. This is seen on the
University of Washington campus as the institution's norms made it
difficult to seek immediate changes. One of the many debated issues
would be the recruitment of faculty of color.

At UW, this would be seen in Marchf d972. Students
organized a moratorium to stress the importance of hiring Chicano/a
Faculty at the UW? Since the arrival of Chicanos to the UW Campus,
the recruitment of Chicanos at every level from Grad Students, to staff
and faculty, was at the centef many of the students' demands. This
battle between students and university administration would only
intensify throughout the 1970's and early 1980's. At times, frustration at
the slow pace of change would lead to various protests, the occupation of
buildin%s, and the filing of complaints to state agencies dealing with civil
rights.

On May 2, 1974, forty students, led by UW MEChA, occupied
the Office of the Chair of the Psychology Department at ¥Whe sitin
was in response to inaction by the Psyolgl Department in providing
equal representation of Chicanos at the administrative, faculty, staff and
graduate student levels. As the month progressed, activity would
intensify as information about hiring practices came out. On the 13th of
that same monthbetween 7800 students occupied the office of the
Dean of the College of Arts & SciencésThe protest was a result of the
coll ege's failure to hire Dr. Car |
the university's inability to recruit Chicano faculty. The resulting trashing
of the office was a direct response of the frustration many students fel
The Mufioz issue would be one that would be bitterly debated throughout
the rest of this period. According
is telling of the difficulty and the problems in working within the
University for change. The University depaents, faculty are not

* AChicanos ask for moratorium suppo® of W Daily. 3 Mar. 1972

> Rodriguez, MEChA Newslettddniversity of Washington, 1981, p-2,, Jesus
Rodriguez Papers, MEChA de UW Archives.

“ Chicano students demand representation, occupy psych, afficeW Daily 3
May 1974.

" Dean Reckmann's office trashed during-Bit(for Carlos Munozl of W
Daily 14 May 1974
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al ways acceptiAsgi of wobhdge@sul t,
eventually join the Department of Ethnic Studies at the University of
California at Berkeley, becoming a woitthss scholar and one of the
most influential Chicano Political Scientists.

The decision to not hire Muizowas still fresh on the minds of
many as the "7¥5 Academic year started. Many of the same issues still
debated, spring would be a time of crisis as support from staff for the
students led to the firing of the head of the Chicano division of the
Educatonal Opportunity Program The UW fired two Chicano
administrators for their participa
hiring practices on May 6, 1978 As the week progressed, Chicano
Staff and Faculty resigned in solidarity, leaving the Chicano i&ud
Program with an uncertain futul® MEChA would lead the way in
responding with a resolution condemning the action. A week later, nearly
2000 students converged on the administration building at the University
of Washingtor’® UW MEChA and the ASUW caltk for a tweday
boycott of classéét o protest the hiring pra
affirmative action program. As with previous actions, this cause would
be met with support from various student groups who joined the class
boycott in solidarity.

Ove the summer, the President of the University made an
official apology and started dialogue with faculty that had resigned. The
end result would have many of the staff and faculty rescind their letters
of resignatiort® and getting their positions back. Shiould put MEChA
at odds with faculty as students felt as though they were marginalized
during these talks with the primary issue not being addressed. This
animosity would further take shape toward the latter part of the decade.
This would be seen with ¢hproposed changes to the EOP Programs that
would be suggested.

1978 would see the emergence of what students deemed the
transformation of the EOP programs. The reorganization of EOP would
be met by resistance as students felt as though their voice eiag b
silenced and that the high administration at the Office of Minority

48 rasmo Gamboa Interview, courtesy of the Seattle Civil Rights & Labor
History Project. 1 November

2006 Trevor Griffey and Angelita Chavez

49 UW fires two Chicano administratotsof W Daily 7 May 1975

020 Chtanos resign in wake of firind$ of W Daily 8 May 1975

*1 Huge crowd attends demonstration against UW hiring pradtiagfsw Daily
14 May 1975

2 ASUW calls for strike in support of Chicantisof W Daily 9 May 1975

*3 Chicanos plan summer talks with Univerdityof W Daily 23 July 1975
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Affairs were taking decisions without consulting students who would be
affected by the changes being proposed. UW MEChA occupied the
Chicano Division of the Educational Opportunityofram and organized

a O0eut& with counselors to protest
program at UW? The struggle would expand the next two years,
culminating in the occupation of Schmitz Hall, the center of bureaucracy

at the University of Washington

Twenty Asian and Chicano EOP students occupied the offices of
EOP VicePresident Herman Lujan on May 21st, 1988emanding an
end to the new restrictive admissions practices and his resignation.
Throughout the week's protests, over 78 students, stdftammunity
members were arrested. Though the assault on academic programs would
continue, students were still at the center of the opposition. This was
especially the case throughout the early part of the decade with budget
cuts to programs and increadestuition making it more difficult for
students, especially students of color to attain a university education.

The 1980's signaled the end of many of the initiatives pushed by
the student movement. There would also be a shift as cultural
nationalism waso longer the force it was in the late 1960's. The internal
fighting also signaled the fissures present between various sectors of the
student group that included cultural nationalists, Chicano Marxists, as
well as students who advocated for a moderatecstand the conversion
of the group into a 'social' organization. This process would also play out
with various MEChA Chapters in the southwest as well.

Conclusion

Almost four decades later the Chicano Movement still has a
visible impact. As a result oftdvism at the grassroots level, there was a
change as to how people now talk about race, which is a lasting effect of
the broader Civil Rights Movements. The most visible results are still
primarily within academia with various student centers at college
campuses all over the country as well as the establishment of Chicano
Studies Departments, Research Centers, Academic Journals, and so on.

The literary and art movements have also left an indelible mark
on the Chicano/Latino community. The production df @ntered on
issues such as racism, human rights, and equal access to education and
employment are still being produced today. The discourse has also

*The DailyJ a | a p e n n eQver EdQiéh, UWaMEEhA Newsletter, 21
May 1980, MEChA de UW Archives.
*“The Daily Jalapenno, 21 May 1980, MEC
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expanded on issues of class, gender, nationality, and cultural idéntity.
Though there are few direct ka to the original art and literary
movements of the late 1960s, activist youth organizations are still around
on many campuses, such as M.E.Ch.A, which still organize around
educational equity and issues of social justice in Chicano/Latino
communities alkcross the United States.
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Photostability of Organic Molecules on Mars
Ellen Harju

Abstract

It is unclear whether or not Mars possesses indigenouanicg
molecules; however, meteorites deliver a significant organic load to the
Martian surface on an annual basighe Viking mission did not detect
organic molecules on Mars and it is still unclear why it did nibtis
thought that organic molecules may photolytically degraded on the
Martian surface to carbon dioxide and other oxidized products. Benner
et al. have proposed a mechanism for how organic molecules, including
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), may be oxidized on Mars
based on exparents conducted in Earth conditiong this reaction
pathway aromatic rings become benzenecarboxylic aclde have
irradiated the polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons phenanthrene and
pyrene with a deep ultraviolet laser induced native fluorescence
instrumrent to determine if any molecular changes occur under this light
source. We are interested in whether these molecules follow the
oxidation pathway proposed by Benner et al. Preliminary results
indicate that phenanthrene has photolytically degraded untther
ultraviolet light, while pyrene did not.

Introduction

No one knows for sure if life ever existed on Mars. There has
been in the past and is currently much discussion on this issue. The Mars
Exploration Rover Opportunity recently found evidence ofewan the
surface of Mars, which would be an important ingredient for life as we
know it*. On Earth life is carbon based so looking for carbon on Mars
could provide clues about life that may have once lived there or possibly
currently lives there. Evetmough it is unknown if there is or ever was
life on Mars, it is known that carbon is delivered to Mars via meteorites
and cosmic dust®. The Viking mission to Mars, which was launched in
1975, did not detect organic molecules on MarEven if therds no life
on Mars it seems that the carbon delivered by meteorites and cosmic dust
should have been detected.

Different hypotheses have been created to explain the apparent
lack of organic molecules. Professor Stephen Benner, from the
University of Fbrida, and his colleagues proposed one explanation
where molecules are transformed into different molecules through a
process called photolytic degradatibn In this process ultraviolet light
causes water molecules to break apart to form molecules called
peroxides. The peroxides react with organic molecules to form new
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molecules. This paper focuses on a group of molecules known as
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, which consist of rings of carbon
atoms, which are delivered to Mars. If the reactionyaghproposed by
Benner is correct, these molecules would become molecules called
benzenecarboxylic acids. These benzenecarboxylic acids would be
difficult for the instruments on the Viking spacecrafts to detect.

In this experiment two polycyclic aromatiblydrocarbons,
phenanthrene and pyrene, were exposed to ultraviolet light. The purpose
of this experiment was to determine if the structures of these molecules
changed when they were exposed to ultraviolet light. The light source
was a deep ultravioletluorescence instrument that contains a 248
nanometer laser. When organic molecules are exposed to the laser light
they will sometimes absorb a packet of light called a photon. This will
cause the molecule to gain energy. The molecule cannot maintin thi
higher energy level so the molecule will release the photon to return to a
lower energy state. The fluorescence instrument also contains sensors to
measure the photons released by molecules. This makes it possible to
observe changes in the structurehaf molecule.

Discussion

Pyrene did not appear to change significantly upon being
exposed to the laser light. This suggests that the light from the
instrument alone is not sufficient to change the structure of pyrene or
similar molecules. Pyrene dibt follow the reaction pathway proposed
by Benner, but this was not completely unexpected. The wavelength of
light used was not expected to have enough energy to break apart water
molecules to form peroxides which would change the molecular structure
of pyrene”.

Phenanthrene initially appeared to degrade under the laser light.
Changes were observed in the photons being released from the molecule.
There may be several explanations for this. One possibility is that the
phenanthrene molecules sublimedr turned to gas, during the
experiment. Another possibility is that the molecules were degraded by
the fluorescent lights in the laboratory. This experiment was conducted
during an unusually humid summer. Water molecules from the air may
have adsorbedmothe quartz disk holding the phenanthrene. |If this
happened it would be possible for the phenanthrene to dissolve in and
then evaporate with the water. Further experiments using phenanthrene
should make the mechanism more clear. These results copldibel
understand whether phenanthrene would be expected to be stable in the
Martian environment.
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Methods

Each of the target analytes, phenanthrene and pyrene, were
dissolved in hexane (separately). Both 10 @il 5 mM solutions were
prepared. Approximatdy 20 uL of each of these solutionsewe spin
coated onto a quartz disk at 1000 rpm for approximately 20 seconds. The
homogeneity and thickness of the coating was then measured via optical
absorbance of the disks using a Shimadzu spectrophotdnthteris
necessary to ensure that equivalent esestions of analyte were
irradiated with ultraviolet (UV) light during the experiment. The
samples were irradiated with a 248 nm laser that also serves as an
excitation source for the fluorescence analytical erobThe analytes
were irradiated by 00 counts three times every ten minutes for one hour.
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Reproducing Racial and Gendered Nationalisms in Nora
Ok j a K €dmfod Waman

Anne Kim
Abstract

AA man dressed in a Japanes
uniform approached us. Suddenly he seized me
with force, put me on a truck, and drove off to
Taegu City. My little brother could not explain
this kidnapping to my family. No one in my family
knew what happened to me afterwards. When the
truck arrived ata strange place in Taegu, | saw
about ten young Korean girls like me who had
already been fioKincRBudsunt o go t he
former Korean comfort woman. (Schellstede 21).

The issue of Korean comfort women has sparked significant and
often contentiosl attention among academics, activists and politicians
during the past decadé. Largely unknown to the public until the early
1990s, scholars have in the past several years taken multiple
perspectives ranging from understanding the issue as a violafion o
human rights to one of exploitatioc
unpaid reparati ons. ConNatWamadhsgrta Ke l
itself in this wideranging discussion. The text traces the experiences of
Akiko, a Korean immigrant to the U.&om her experience as a comfort
woman, to her marriage to a white American missionary, to her later
|l apses between fArealityo and the

'Thete m Aicomfort womano is a euphemismr
as sex slaves by Japanese soldiers during World War Il. Indeed, this term can

work to conceal the violence that these women endured and many scholars and
activists have raised this issi¥oghiaki 39). However, this term is widely used

in English language academic, activist and journalistic writing on the topic. It
connotes a particular historical, geographic and colonial experience that other

terms fail to indicate. Furthermore, altetlneve t er ms such as fAn
slavesodo could also be argued to be pro
Thus, although aware of the problems with this term, | will use the term
ficomfort womeno to indicate thee partic
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traces Aki kods life from Ko’ lea to
Hawaii, Akiko rases her mixedace daughter, Beccah, who also tells
her own story. | readComfort Womanas a meditation upon the
exclusions of nationalism that result from its intersecting racialized and
gendered forms. | refer to racial and gendered nationalism as a
phenomenon in which the nation is imagined to be of a particular race
and/or gender, and thus exclusionary to those thought to be outside the
national community. | will argue thatComfort Womameveals the ways

in which nations can be racist through itepresentation of Japanese
imperial nationalisnf. The text shows that female reproduction in this
context is abused to enforce boundaries of the imagined Japanese racial
nation® Also, the text shows the ways in which nations can be sexist
through an exmration of a masculinist Korean nationalishwhen the
nation is constructed as an exclusively masculine formation, women are
excluded from direct participation in arntblonial struggle and
relegated as merely bodies that reproduce male nationalists.
Furthermore, the text more forcefully explores the intersection of race
and gender in its meditation on the U.S. nation. The U.S. is figured in
the text as a multiracial nation that presents itself as a liberal society
whose drive toward racial equality is ithe process of being realized.
Yet, the legacy of a historical imagining of the U.S. nation as exclusively
white and in need of masculine domination haunts the nation. As a
result, women of color do not fit into this lingering construction of the

2 Akiko is referred through the majority of the text by the Japanese name she
adopts as a comfort woman. Only after her history as a comfort woman is
revealed to her daughter is Akiko referred to in the text by her given Korean
name, Soon Hyo. In der to maintain consistency, | will refer to this character
as Akiko.

]I'n thinking about racial nationalism,
notion of a racial formation as a social process in which racial categories
(represented by human bodies amganized through social structures) are
constructed and change over time (Omi and Winant 56). Gender is also social
constructed (Butler 2).

* Critical race theorists Michael Omi and Howard Winant define racism as a
pr oj e createsohraptodudes strctures of domination based on

essentialist categories of raced ( O mi and Winant 71).
® Nira YuvalDavis and Floya Anthias refer to boundaries of ethnic/national
groups in their theorization of the intersection between women, Ration
formations and stat€énthias and YuvaDauvis 8).

® Caroline Ramazanoglu, a feminist scholar, describes sexism as the ways in
which women are oppressed within various social structures and constructions
such as sexuality, male violence to women, and the lack of recognition of
womendés wor k (iRdmazanoglu 64
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U.S.as white and maleentered. In contesting such violent exclusions

within nationalisms, the text theorizes the possibility of reproducing a
new nation that is racialband gendeiinclusive. Yet, the text fails to
completely deconstruct racial and gendemationalisms. At times it
reinforces problematic ideas that are fundamental to thinking about
racial and gendered nationalisms, such as the idea that there exists a
relationship between the nation an
national identityisa fbl ooddo i dentity.

Background

Before proceeding, a brief history of Korean comfort women is
necessary. Comfort women were women recruited by the Japanese
military during the Pacific Wars (1932 45) to be sex slaves for
Japanese soldiers (Soh 16, MiB8). The Japanese imperial government
was looking for sexual services for its soldiers and also wanted to protect
soldiers from venereal disease (Tanaka 31). Institutionalized military
comfort stationsi military brothelsi were thought to decrease the
chance of soldiers contracting venereal diseases, such as syphilis, which
could weaken the troops and dAcoul c
health problems back in Japan onc:¢
About 200, 000 women i predonmmanflyaspnglen 6 s
women from Korea, but also from the Philippines, China and other Asian
countriesi were coerced, tricked or forced to work in military comfort
stations | ocated throughout Japand
bondage for years (M 938, 940). Women, usually between the ages of
15 and 19, were often offered work
Corps to make products for the i mp
62, Hicks 53). Instead of working in factories, women were forota i
sex slavery for Japanese soldiers. At the end of World War I, many
Korean comfort women returned to Korea. When they returned home,
many could not live with their families because of a sense of shame and
continued to feel the effects of their expgates as comfort women
through physical and mental ailments (Min 941). Their stories were not
exposed to the general public until the early 1990s.

Korean women were chosen by the Japanese military to be
sexual slaves because they were both women anadhizetb peoples.

" Of course, Korean nationalism is rantly sexist. Neither is Japanese
nationalismonly racist. In reality, race and gender intersect in myriad ways
within these forms of nationalism. Yet, the text tends to foregrqamticular
elementd race, gender or both as lenses to explore nationalism in each
geographic location.
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Korea was annexed by Japan in 1910 and was a Japanese colony until the
end of World War Il (Hicks 16). The comfort women constituted one of
the myriad ways in which Koreans \
efforts. Other jobs included: iltary draftees, manual laborers, and
producers of food such as rice (Min 943). The role of colonialism in the
comfort woman issue is evident by the fact that although Japanese
women worked in the sex industry servicing the Japanese military prior

to the war, very few Japanese women were employed in the
institutionalized military sex system. Japanese military leaders did not
think that Japanese women should work in such a capacity, as their
constructed role in the natpanese Awa
children, who would grow up to be loyal subjects of the Emperor rather
than being the means for men to sa
In fact, during the Pacific War, when Korean and other colonial women
were forced into sex slavery, Jagae women participated in presenting

their children in healthy baby contests (Tanaka 31). Japanese women, as
privileged members of the empire, were viewed as mothers to be revered
for their contributions to national production. In contrast, Korean
women as fAinferiordo colonial subj ec
for Japanese men to fulfill their sexual needs.

Comfort Woman

Inspired by testimonies of former Korean comfort women, Nora
Ok j a KeomforeWoinarprovides a fictional account of thiée of
one former comfort woman (Lee 145). The text slowly unravels the story
of Soon Hyo Kim through the perspectives of both herself and her
daughter, Beccah. Soon Hyobs pare
she is young. The youngest of three gidhe is later sold to the
Japanese military by her oldest sister. Soldiers take her to a comfort
station where she works as a domestic servant for the comfort women
there. After the death of a comfort woman named Akiko 40 (originally
Induk), Soon Hyo isforced into sex work for Japanese soldiers. In
taking the place of Akiko 40 as a comfort woman, Soon Hyo adopts her
name. Soon Hyo, now Akiko, escapes from the comfort station after a
forced abortion. A former shaman later takes Akiko to a Christian
missionary in Pyongyang. She marries and has the child of the white
American missionary pastor, Rick Bradley, who takes her to the U.S.
After her husbandébés deat h, Aki ko a
daughter and travels as far as Hawaii before bewprbroke. Her
financial situation forces Akiko to work as a cook. She later enrolls
Beccah in school after realizing that their stay in Hawaii might be longer
than expected. Two spirits haunt Akiko: the ghost of Induk, who
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protects her, and Saja, theatle soldier. Caught between the spirit world
and the Adreal worl d, 0 Aki ko often
assumes the role of the mother in the relationship. Beccah takes care of
both herself and Akiko when Akiko is consumed by trances. Irthpica
these trances become a form of financial empowerment. They make
Akiko well-known throughout the local community as a shaman who can
speak to the dead. She makes a living by acting as a conduit to the spirit
world for new immigrants. Only upon heront her 6 s deat h dc
di scover Aki kodés true history as
embraces the shamanistic rituals her mother taught her throughout her
childhood.

Many literary critics have explored the novel through a range of
lenses, incluithg that of colonialism, mothedaughter relationships, and
the novel 6s relationship to other
Literary critics such as Jodi Kim, Samina Najmi, and Beth Vanrheenen
have explored in their readings themes such as U.&l iideintity and
what Nira YuvaiDavis and Floya Anthias term as the intersection of
womenandnation. Vanrheenen argues that the text raises questions
about identity and the struggle th
becoming Americans are creategipree x i st i ng i deas abo
(Vanrheenen 13).Comfort Woman according to Vanrheenen, belongs
to the gothic genre, which allows the text to express the traumatic
experience of minorities in the U.S. (Vanrheenen 16). Similarly, Najmi
writes that the novel turns the bildungsroman genre on its head by
fgendering and O6Asiani zingdd Becca
t hat nations in the text are figur
against women is understood by its perpetrators asngelagainst the
nation (Najmi 221). By fusing the war narrative with the bildungsroman,
the text, according to Naj mi redef
l ove of other Korean womeno (Naj mi
as a piece of decoloniariiterature that redefines nationalism (which has
historically resulted in colonizing Korean women) as a sense of love for
land and women. Building upon this body of critical work, | will read
Comfort Womanin order to foreground the intersection of ramtly
gender, nation, and race, but alsproduction I wi | | argue
text is not only a meditation on the ways in which nationalisms can be
both racist and sexist, but also explores the ways in which the idea of
reproduction (its prevention dnenforcement) is used by nations to
enforce its racial and gendered boundaries. By imagining a new nation,
the text takes a step forward in turning the notion of reproduction on its
head by wusing the concept as a too
ways in which the text continues to create a link between national
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reproduction and womenb6s bodies an
created through blood fails to fully undo notions fundamental to the
racial and gendered nationalisms that this new nalism critiques.

Reproducing the Racial and Gendered Nation

In analyzingComfort Womanand its theorization of racial and
gendered nationalism, | draw from a rich body of theoretical work on
race, gender, nation, reproduction and its intersectios doth useful
and necessary to outline the body of work that both informs this paper.

First, it must be noted that the nation, like race and gender, is
socially constructed. Benedict Anderson, a political scientist, defines the
nati on as [oltical conmraurgtyi naaddimagined as both
inherently I imited and sovereigno |
or biological about nations or nationality. Rather, people gain a sense of
common national identity or belonging through cultural pradastsuch
as poetry, songs (such as the national anthem), the pledge of allegiance,
and | would add, such spectacles as the Olympics (Anderson 145). Also,
a sense of a shared identity among a group of people is created through
the 8idea that they share ansmon language and racial identity (Balibar
96).

A sense of national identity, however, is never gemdertral.
Feminist theorists Nira YuvdDbavis and Floya Anthias argue that gender
plays a significant role in constructing nationalism. In doingtkey
explore the relationship between women, nations and the states that
enforce these national identities.
of the relationships between collectivities and the state are constituted
around t he r ol msandYuvabavisned.nWoménlaret h
often seen in national discourse as follows: as biological reproducers of
ethnic groups; as reproducers of the boundaries of these identities; as
conduits for cultural transmission; as symbols of the nation; and as
partid pant s i n finati onal , economi ¢,
(Anthias and YuvaDavis 7). In other words, women are made into both
objects and agents of nationalism. Their relationship with nationalism
ranges from being active participants of natlsteuggle to having their
bodies figured as symbols for the nation. Feminist theorists Chandra
Talpade Mohanty and M. Jacqui Alexander write that such figurations of
womeno6és bodies as symbols and repr
to nationalist dscourse, but extends to ways in which labor, culture and

8 define race using Howard Omi and Mi c
Afconcept which signifies amdisbyymbol i ze
referring to different types of human
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religion are imagined. They write
various discourses, including that
within religious fundamentalisms, as repositories ein and
transgression; within specifically nationalist discourses, as guardians of
culture and respectability or criminalized as prostitutes and lesbians; and
within state discourses of the original nuclear family, as wives and
mot hers. 0 (Al ankyaxiiigl eln ordemtd unpaokhthese
wi despread probl ems, a project of
interested, conscious thinking and rethinking of history and historicity, a
rethinking which has -deemeatidisatita ut on
cre,0 is needed (Al exander and Mohz:
Race also plays in important and interconnected role in
constructing nationalism. Therefore, nationalism must be thought about
through anintersectionof race with gender. In her discussion of South
African white colonial nationalism, McClintock argues that for male

nationalists, i women serve as t h
homogeneityo (McClintock 365). A
womenbés bodies are not only imagini
asa physical mani festations of the

seen as the space in which the racial identity of a nation is maintained
and contested. Furthermore, the family trope as a representation of the
nation works to naturalize racial hieraieh through the already
naturalized gendered hierarchy of the family (McClintock 357). If wives
and children are viewed as inferior to husbands and fathers, then the
colonial subjectbés disenfranchised
within a natonal family in which the imperial nation is figured as the
head of the household and colonial subjects are figured as women and
children. Thus, race and gender intersect in constructions of nationalism.
One can dissect the ways in which notions of raxckgender are
inextricably tied both to each other and to nationalism by examining
theories of reproduction. Alys Eve Weinbaum, a feminist literary critic
and theorist, argues that within transatlantic modern thought,
theorizations of race and nation amextricably intertwined with ideas of
reproduction.  Although she writes about the transatlantic, one can
expand the framework she uses to understand reproduction and its link to
racenatongender gl obally. She writes,
of racism, nationalism, and imperialism rest on the notion that race can
be reproduced, and on attendant beliefs in the reproducibility of racial
formations (including nations) and of social systems hierarchically
organized according to notions of inherent eigrity, inferiority, and
degenerationo (Weinbaum 4). I n o
biological reproduction are inextricably bound with notions of racial
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formation, national formation and imperialism. Race and nation are
thought to be biologicallyeproduced in transatlantic modern thought.

Thus, ideologies of racism and nationalism work through each other
because fAideas of reproductive gen:
belonging in those contexts in which the nation is conceived of as

racel 'y homogenouso (Weinbaum 8). Du
nation are conceived, oneds feelin
coincides with a feeling of belonging to a homogenous race. Genealogy

is, therefore, a fAcbtncapi atha&dpucon
and national bel ongi ngGmforiNéomanb a u m ¢
draw upon t he i deas of t hese t he

theorization of the relationship between race, nation, gender and
reproduction.

Racialized Ndions: Japanese Colonialism/Nationalism

These theories provide tool s t
meditation on reproduction of racial and gendered nationalism. It is clear
that the text foregrounds the idea of worasmation that Anthias and
Yuval-Dawvis and others theorize. Literary critics such as Samina Najmi
write that the notion of womaasnation is seen when Akiko experiences
the Japanese invasion Aof Korea as
the invasion of her body by countless soldiekorea is represented as a
feminized body with head, feet and naved body later cut callously in
two, and one with the abused bodies of thousands of Korean women

forced into Japanese recreation ca
wo ma n 6 ss aligoed i thé text with the national body. Thus, rape
of the womands body can be interpr

nation to which the woman symbolizes.

As a symbol for the nation, the female body then becomes the
site on whimagnedaacia mentityinedpmessed. The text
explores the ways in which nations are thought to be constituted by a
particular race through its representation of the Japanese militaey.
Japanese military can be read as a representation of the skapation
because Athere is a widespread ass
most genuinely d&énat i on alPoice,dilitarva | | i
67). Furthermore, the military, as a powerful institution within the nation,
can actively partigate in creating the racial identity that the state
perceives a nation to be (Enldeglice, Miltiary 14). If the military is
generally thought to be the pinnacle of nationalistic institutions and one
t hat shapes a nati on 6 extthealitagkbanz at i
be understood as a representation of the nation itself. The ways in which
the nation is imagined to be a particular race can be seen when the
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Japanese military doctor di scusses
between Korean andaganese women while performing an abortion on
Aki ko. The doctor, ispoke of evo

races, biological quirks that made the women of one race so pure and the
women of another race so promiscuous. Base, really, almost like
animd s , he saidé. Perhaps it is the
the women of our two countries so
Japanese woménas symbols of the Japanese natiare figured by the

doctor as racially distinct from Korean womersymbols of the Korean

nation. This racial difference between the nations is expressed by the
doctor as correlated to difference
doctor assumes that Korean women are sexually promiscuous and that
Japanese women arexseal | 'y Apure. o The doct
Japanese and Korean nations as raced formatioRerthermore, the
doctor views the mixing of t hese |
purity. This can be seen in the foc
the women and the doctors always talked about the monsters born from
the Japanese soldiersd mixing thei
imaginings of monsters born from the mixing of Japanese and Korean
blood shows that nations are thought to be mhistracial formations in

need of preservation.

The text further reveals that such racialization of nations is
violently enforced through polici ng
The ways in which the military shij
Contort Womanis most clearly seen when Akiko recounts an incident in
the comfort station when a Japanese officer shot a pregnant comfort
woman and a comfort woman infected
named Haruko, her wide, hopeful face distorted lstdais, and another
woman i not infected but grossly pregnait staggered against the
doorframeodo (Keller 147). Af ter st
orders to burn the fAsick houseodo in
while it burned, smoke and asdoaking the camps with the smell of
roasting meatKimobgagg vhlhiss | edt it beald a
147). By killing the women, the officer engages in acts of both gendered

® According to Michael Weiner, who writes about theorizations of race in

imperial Japan, the idea that Japanese peoples share a unique blood different
from those of other Asian iddities originated in the prsodern period and has
continued through the contemporary posir period (Weiner 8). The effects of
such thought can be seen in the fact that Koreans, viewed by the Japanese as a
separate and inferior race, were systematiciicriminated during the Second
World War when Koreans migrated to the colonial center for purposes of labor
(Weiner 200, 208).
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and racial violence. Both of the women are seen as threats to the
reprodwction of a pure and healthy Japanese nation. The syphilitic
women could have given Japanese men the disease, possibly making
them impotent, and the pregnant woman could have birthed a-msiged

child, which violated the assumed purity of the Japanesal naation.

The officerds act of singing the J
the bodies burn makes explicit the nationalistic sentiment of the violence.
With this in mind, the fact that a military doctor conducts the abortion on
Aki ko 6s rbabyis quiterinaportant. The military is attempting

to maintain the imagined purity of the racial nation.

The text also reveals that idea
sexual morality in combination with notions of reproduction are used to
justify sud acts of racial national violence. This can be seen when the
Japanese military doctor says whi
fiRat s, t oo, wi | | keep doing it unt
long as they have a supply of willing partners. dbetor chuckled and
probed, digging and piercing, as F
Korean women as not only animali st
also ravenously desiring sex allows the doctor to figure Korean women
as inherently sexually demis due to their rac8. Saidiya Hartman
offers a useful framework for analysis here. In discussing sexual
violence against black slave women in the U.S. during the nineteenth
century, Hartman argues that the rape of black women, as slaves, was not
recogn zed or punished by the | aw, be
unimaginable because of purported black lasciviousness, but also its
repression was essential to the displacement of white culpability that
characterized both the recognition of black humainitsiave law and the
designation of the black subject as the ordinary locus of transgression
and of fensedo (Hartman 80). Al t hou
Hart manés analysis does not direct
the idea of consiicting desire as a racialized phenomenon that works to
justify domination is useful in the context of this novel. As desiring
objects, Korean women, by definition could not be rapdtiey were
imagined to participate in their own sexual domination. Hars such
constructions of lascivious sexuality work to justify not only sexual
violence in slavery, but also colonial racial violence. Notice that the
doctordés discussion of the | ascivi:

9 sandra Si Yun Oh, a literary critic, writes that this passage reveals the social
construction of race to the American readtio might have naturalized the
Western idea that all Asians are racially homogenous by showing that within
Asia, different nations are thought to be also racially different (Oh 107).

42



Reproducing Nationalisms i@domfort Women

women is immediately followedy a descri ption of t
and piercingo Aki ko. The act of
Korean races from mixing is seen by the doctor to be justified because
the assumed sexual lasciviousness of Korean women. Their sexual
desire makeshem both impossible to rape and creates the idea that it is
necessary to prevent Korean women from reproducing their sexually
deviant race into the Japanese racial nation. Thus, the text clearly reveals
that racial nationalisms try to enforce the imagirracial boundaries of

the nation and also attempt to justify such racial and gendered violence
through the sphere of physical reproduction.

Gendered Nations: Korean Nationalism
Race is not the only way in whi
violently excluded. Through its representation of Korean nationalism,
Comfort Womarreveals that when nations are reproduced as masculine
formations, they can be quite exclusionary toward women. Within such
masculine nationalism, women cannot directly participanticolonial
national resistance. The only space in which women are allowed to
participate is in acting out the role of a physical reproducer of the nation.
Feminist scholars of Korean nationalism commonly cite the
ways in which Korean nationalism pileges and foregrounds male
identity. Hyunah Yang, a scholar of the comfort woman issue, describes
Korean nationalism through the concept of thimjok, or the idea that
Koreans are fApeople who belong to
Koreans are ssumed to constitute one homogenous Self. Invocation of
this national self affirms unified identity based on an unchangeable

essence t hat i s transmitted throu
(Yang 128). Yet, like other forms of nationalism, this ideshefminjok
ri ses from fimascul inized me mor vy,

mascul i ni z e dBaramagld.0As @ grimérity enaleentered
form of resistance, such nationalisms have historically excluded women
from direct participation and leadership.

Kell erés text all egorizes this
participation in antcolonial national struggle through the story of
Aki koobs mot heréds first |l ove. Wh e

Aki kobs mot her (whose nanmmtesiinsa unkr
protest against Japanese occupation of Korea with her boyfriend. The
rally is interrupted by the Japanese military, who kill thousands of
participants to suppress the prote
Aki kob6s mot he read byt herovilagd) somehaw retuens td

her home and wakes up to hear her mother mourning her death. Her
mot her proceeds to feign her daugt
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from retaliation against surviving protesters by the Japanese military. In
realit vy , Aki kobdbs mot her i s sent to ar
(Keller 1757 9) . This story provides a
desire to participate in a nation that is gender inclusive. First, the attempt

by Aki kods mot he r-colanial ngii@nalism i tolghiat e i
the context of a | ove story. At
stealing kisses behind their flags. Maybe she thought her own boyfriend
would try to kiss her that dayo (K
or makers of the nation, are juxtaposed with lovers kissing, expressions

of desire. Also, she goes to the rally not only to protest Japanese
occupation of Korea, but to meet her boyfriend (Keller 176). The desire

to participate in nationalism, seen througle ttally and flags, is told
simultaneously as a story of |l ove.
mot herdéds participation in national
that many nationalist novels have historically used to express hopes for
national unly. Doris Sommer, who writes about nationalism in Latin
American romance novels, argues that ideas of love and marriage were
used by nationalist novelists as metonyms for national consolidation
(Sommer 24). Stories of love and marriage were used to expréssire

for national uni ty. Using this th
for her boyfriend can be read as a hope to fully participate in the Korean
nation. Sexual desire is in this context is imbricated with nationalist
desire. For examplehe wonders whether her boyfriend will kiss her

and wears her fAhair carefully brai
his eye at the nationali st rally |
desires a romantic relationship with her boyfriend. She hoshér

boyfriend wild/ notice her attract.i

allowing them to consolidate a unified nation in which both men and
women can participate.

Yet, the masculinization of nat
ultimate exclusion vm the nation. The masculinization of the nation is
made <cl ear w h ggrandndotheér lattets tag prevemtt her
granddaughter from participating in the rally, warning her to watch out
for the boyfriend agodd ddothimgbu-yeli ng h

boy! Hedl | ruin your chances of a
greatgrandmother views the rally, or the expression of-ewithnial
national i sm, as one and the same a

meet. Despite the involvement ofomen in the rally, the great
grandmother identifies this expression of nationalism as an exclusively
masculine formation. This masculine nationalism, furthermore, threatens
the possibility of Aki kobs mot her
fideceah. acnat Thus, despite Aki kods mc
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nation in which both men and women are allowed to be active agents, her
desire for mutual affection, and thus national unity, is not returned.

Womends exclusion fr esmadecea nul i n
the text through the dissolution of the relationship. National unity is
interrupted by the chaos caused by the Japanese military. The bodies of
Aki kodés mother and her boyfriend ¢
against each other arttheir bodies careening out of control, pushed into
and over otherso (Keller 177) . Tl
national body, and instead crash into each other, resulting in the physical
death of the boyfriend an®&omethig nea
about this masculine nationalism ¢
cannot successfully participdte. The attempt to forge a unified
nationalism within this masculine nation results in the physical death of
the boy. Yet, it also results inggilacing the woman from the nationalist
strugglei she can no longer participate in expressions of nationalism
without the threat of death from Japanese soldiers.

The text makes clear that within this masculine nationalism, the
only space in which womeegan participate is by physically reproducing
the masculine nation. Elaine H. Kim and Chungmoo Choi, who write
about the comfort woman issue, Wri
masculine nationalist discourse homogenizes the nation and normalizes
wome n and womenods chastity so that
patriarchal ordero (Choi and Kim 5
agents within masculinist nationalism. Rather, they are figured as
bearers of chastity, or the pride of a natioa nation @ésigned for men.

The novel theorizes such senti ment
being whisked away from her home to marry another man, an occasion
in which #Ashe had time only to |Ii
Marriage is not about love babout duty. About having sons. About
keeping the family name. My mother bowed twice to her nelaws

and was married by morning. My mo
(Keller 180).

To escape death from Japanese
entersa marriage in which reproduction, not love, is the purpose. In
other words, she eventually accepts that her role within the mairiage
and the nationi is to reproduce the lineage of masculine national

" The exclusion of women from the nation can be seen in the contemporary
comfort woman issue in that the issue has largely been ignored by both the
Japanese and Korean nations until recently because the issue is not positive for

Japanébés image in the international com
normalize relations with gan (Kim 74). This ultimately results in endangering
ithe physical and discursive bodies of
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geneal ogy by havi ng s oawsd.to participdtek o 6 s
in the nation as a physical reproducer of the nation. Jodi Kim writes that
the Korean state fAtreats female de
unl ess it is expressed through the
female patidtism, then, have not been greeted with unequivocal approval
in traditional Korean society, where the most patriotic thing a woman can

do is to give birth or be the witf
addition, antic ol oni al nat i o ndfisacrsiaimg iioimane a | i 2
who is devoted to the national liberation struggle: mothers as asexual
vessels of fertility dedicated to

and Kim 4). In other words, the participation of women in-aatbnial
masculine natioslism is often limited to the support and reproduction of

male nationalists rather than through their own political participation.
Returning to the text, Aki koods mo
nation by displacing her desire to participate in a mimarelationship

and enters a marriage in which desire is clearly absent. Without such
desire, she is stripped of agency, become a figure that only reproduces
the nation rather acting as a member of the national polity who
participates in national strggl e . This forced erasu
from the nation can be seen when,
finever heard her name againo (Kell
Akiko loses her Korean name in becoming a comfort woman under
Japanese colni al i s m, Aki kobébs mot her al so
survive within masculine Korean nationalism. The Korean woman is
colonized by both the Japanese military and by Korean male nationalists.
This erasure of Aki kood6s auodanthaece 0s n
into a purely domestic and reproductive marriage shows the exclusion of
Korean women as active agents from the masculine Korean nation.
Thus, the text reveals that masculine nationalism, like racial nationalism,
violently excltsosdeer Se& miomg widome n,
participation in the nation to that of physical reproducers of the
masculine nation.

Multiracial Nationalism: The U.S.

As the text has made clear, nationalism can be both racist and
sexist and uses ideas of femalprogluction to maintain the boundaries
of the racial and gendered nation. Although race and gender indeed
i ntersect within nationalism and h
exploration of Japanese and Korean nationalism, the text even more
forcefully foregrounds the intersection among race, gender, nation and
reproduction in its meditation on U.S. nationalism.
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The location from whict€omfort Womaris told, Hawaii, brings
to the fore a particular imagination of the U.S. nation: the idea that the
U.S., a multicultural society, is on its way to solving racial inequalities
and becoming dAunifiedd without act
Critical race theorists Michael Omi and Howard Winant discuss the
neoliberal idea of multiculturalism as a perdperon U.S. racial politics
t hat argues that fAaddressing soci al
matters of race simply serves to distract, or even hinder, the kinds of
reforms which could most directly benefit racially defined minorities.
To foaus too much attention on race tends to fuel demagogy and
separati smo ( Omi and Winant 148) .
problems are solved by not talking about structural racism but by
emphasizing a harmonious multicultural national unity (Omi and Winan
148). Multicultural identities are embraced but structural racism itself is
ignored. Within this framework, Hawaii can be viewed as a model that
attempts to show the success of multiculturalism. The general public,
including tourists and mainstream dca mi c s , Vi ew Hawe
A6l aboratory of race rel ati onso W
traditions are able to live together in harmony with one another, where
di verse O6éracesd have O6fusedd throt
image of aharmonioys di ver se Hawai 6i shows t
an equalized multiethnic America in which past racial problems are
erased without actually addressing structural racism. In other words, a

har moni ous, di ver se Hawai 0i i n w h
whites, and indigenous Hawaiians are viewed to have somehow put aside
their racial and cul tural di fferen

that are not only embraced, but also treated equally (Mufti and Shohat
5)Y2 The fisal ad b ar yndoing of teepygmbetideca n t |
racism within social and economic structures, is seen as the goal of

nati onal uni ty. Thus indigenous pe
among Asian Americans and the history of colonialism on the island are
ignored withinthenu | t i cul t ur al i magination o

extension, the U.S. is simply imagined as a mixture of ethnicities moving
forward toward national unity and equality.

Within the text, the unique racial demographics of Hawaii
represent Hawaii as Bcation in which Beccah and Akiko have the
highest chance of national inclusion. Asian Americans not only

121t should also be noted that Hawaii is also a location for American

imperialism, annexed by the U.S. in 1898 (Fujikane xvi). Altholmtanese,

Korean and Chinese immigrants went to Hawaii primarily as sugarcane laborers,
or ficoolies, o0 Japanese Americans have
political, economic and social institutions (Fujikane xvi).
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constitute the majority in Hawaii, but also hold significant political and
economic power (Tamura 5%). Thus, if the possibility of Beccah and
Akiko 6 s inclusion within the u. S. e
America of Hawaii.

Yet, the text clearly critiques the idea that the U.S. is a mixture
of races moving toward equality by
close reading of the text revsahat the historical construction of the
U.S. nation as an exclusively white nation whose femininity is in need of
protection continues to have contemporary effects and thus fails to
incorporate the diversity of races within the nation. Beth Vanrheenan,
who readsComfort Womanas a gothic novel, points to the politics of
Kell er6s text when she writes that
potdé with the concept of t hdive 6 mos a
years the norm of assimilation as tideal has been superseded by an
ideal in which some sort of continued relationship with the home culture
is desiredo (Vanr heena@omierWoman Yet ,
unravels the notion of fAthe mosai c«
wedding toRick Bradley and her simultaneous baptism, Akiko says she
ifiwore a thin white gown that one o
because, she said, | was going to be reborn in the Spirit and because |
was to be married. Two of the greatest events imha G st i an wom
i fe. I tried to push the dress a
it mu st be a dream come trueodo (Ke
theory useful for reading this passage in her discussion of white women
and sexuality in the donial context. She writes that within European
settler colonialism, white women were figured within the European
soci al i maginary as being the it
racial boundaries. White women were thought to be nonsexual beings
whose sexual purity (and subsequently the national racial purity) needed
to be protected from black men in
white imperialists (Stoler 362f. The desexualization of white women

13 people of Asian decent consti¢ more than 41 percent of the population,

followed by 24.3 white persons, almost 2 percent African Americans, and more

than 20 percent of people who reported two or more races (U.S. Census).

14 Such theorizations of the racial nation within European dalaliscourse are
similar to the theorization of womenos
Hyunah Yang writes, that within Korean
sexuality belongs to her husband, whether he is alive or dead; an unmarried

wo ma n 6 sty lelngsita Hei future husband; and in general Korean

womendés sexuality belongs to Korean me
womenés sexuality from herself by endo
nationo (Yang 131).
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and their roles as boundaries of the naticem be seen by the
naturalization of women as domestic agents of nurturers of the racial
nation. Such an ideology was normalized in European culture through
practices such as domestic work a
nineteentkcentury Britain wadhailed as a national, imperial and racial

duty, as it was in Holland, the United States, and Germany at the same
timed (Stoler 363). Similarly in t|
men was often justified through the idea that they were protectiitg wh
women, and subsequently the white nation, from sexual and racial
violation (Ware 172j> Pr eser vati on of the #Awhi
also attempted through eugenic projects and discriminatory laws such as
the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act in which &ss were prevented from
physically entering the U.S. (Ordover xvi). Anne McClintock provides a
similar argument t hat fidi scoveries
were articulated through the myth of the virgin, or empty land. She
writes, i Whaltnarratives, goabe a virgin is to be empty of

desire and void of sexual agency, passively awaiting the thrusting, male
insemination of history, |l anguage
the fact that the U.S. is multiracial, it has been histogidadagined as a

white nation whose whiteness was feminized, made virgin and thus
figured as needing masculine protection. With this historical context in
mind, the white wedding dress in the text represents this sexualized
imagination of the white nationThe white wedding dress is commonly

known to symbolize virginity. In combination with its literal whiteness,

the wedding dress can be read as the historical construction of the U.S.
nation as a white virginal woman. Furthermore, the fact that the idress
present in the setting of a wedding and baptisrboth events that

symbolize an individual 6s rebirth;
respectivelyi indicates that the notion of the white nation is being
reproduced.

The historical racial awstruction of the U.S., which continues to
be reproduced, results in preventing all those who live in the U.S. to
actually participate in the nation. Thus, multiculturalism will fail to
realize racial equality unless the historical construction of the &%
white nation and its structural legacies are explicitly addressed. Although
Akiko is indeed entering a multiracial nation when she marries Rick
Bradley and arrives in the U.S., the legacy of the historical construction
of the U.S. as a white natieemains. This can be seen by the fact that

“Preservatioased bhetfhiwhUt &n was attem
lynching, but also through eugenic projects and discriminatory laws such as the
1882 Chinese Exclusion Act (Ordover xvi).
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the missionary forces Akiko to wear the white wedding dress, which
represents the idea of an exclusively white nation whose feminine purity
is imagined to be in need of masculine protection. Yet, such a
constrution of the U.S. does not fit Akiko. Akiko recounts that the dress

ifkept sliding off my shoul ders an:
walked. Hold it up, the missionary lady kept whispering to me as she

eyed the hem of what | think were her eafftunde c 1 ot hes. Y
getting it dirtyo (Keller 103) . Tl
because it i ®ffoanbdegcbot Hiea,sd but

Akiko is not the sexually pure white woman that the dress represents.
She does not fit intchts historical image of the U.S. which continues to
be placed wupon the nationbés diver
Aki kodés shoulders and drags as #fth
death, soaked up the eart hegdaudfebkfel | e
the earth of Kored h e r raci al identity. Ak
white wedding dress can be read as an assertion that whiteness is clearly
not the only racial identity with which Americans identify. By failing to
fit into the white weddig dress and later changing the color of the dress,
Akiko reveals that the historical idea of U.S. as a white nation continues
to have effects, excluding people of color. Thus, an entirely new dress
needs to be madé one that actually fitss in order for Akiko to
participate in the U.S. nation. In other words, the historical racial
construction of the nation needs to be addressed, deconstructed and
rebuilt’ something multiculturalism fails to do.

The intersection of racism and sexism in the U.S. caseba in
the ways in which the text figures the U.S. nation as similar to both the
Japanese and Korean nations. After she begins living with the
missionaries, Akiko aligns sounds of the missionaries with sounds of the
comfort stati on. the cérigregatiorestood) opengng A W
and riffling through their black books, | heard the shrieking of bullets
ricocheting at the feet of women the soldiers were momentarily bored
wi t ho (Kel l er 70) . The raci ali z
systematic rape oKorean women by Japanese soldiers is seen in the
mi ssionariesd® domination of the Kor
a former shaman who takes Akiko to the mission, at one point becomes
consumed by spirits and explaanns: |

Gener al and the Jesus God fight ov
their power contest. And in the battle to possess me, neither has any pity
for meo (Keller 59). The Satan

Japanese imperial nationalism, is figliras similar to the Jesus God.
The Jesus God, a significant element of the Christianity that is the
domi nant religion in the U.S., rer
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bodies as sites for masculinist st
agency aslut i mately transactions fibetwe
currency used in the exchangeo ( Ne
AThe missionariesd insistence that
religion, and their domestic regimes is portrayed as ecileof the
treat ment of her as a coloni al Osu
own | ikeness), a person | ess dispo
one who may justly be compelled to disown her previous self in favor of
anew identityasacoevr t 6 ( Chu 69) . The U. S.

the same domination that the Japanese military exerted upon Korean
comfort women. Indeed, the erasure of individual identity is seen in the
comfort womenos experience of bei
Japanese <colonialism, in the Kor e
participating in the masculine Korean nation, and in the Korean women
being renamed i Maryo and AAKiI ko
missionaries (Chu 69). By repeatedly aligning the U.S. natitim lvdth
the racism of Japanese nationalism and the sexism of Korean
nationalism, the text reveals the intersecting racism and sexism of the
U.S.

Despite such experiences of exclusion, Akiko hopes that her
daughter will be included due to her mixed raanidty. This reveals a
hope that because the U.S. is multiracial, it will somehow be inclusive of
people whose individual heritage embodies multiple identitie®eccah
is clearly figured in the text as a person whose pnattialness marks her
i Ame rniecsasn 0 Aki ko descr i feite anth er d
half-Korean child. She would be called tweggi in the village where | was
bor n, but here she wildl be Ameri ca
been ostracized from the Korean villagand the largenational village
aswelli asatweggi or pi g, because she is n
the U.S., this mixed race identity is thought to constitute the grounds for
Beccahos i nclusi on. I n a sense,
diversity of theU. S. Aki ko describes her d
with eyes that have not found their true color, changing from blue to
gray, brown to green, with the I
represent the entire landscape of multiracial America. Hercele
shifts along the spectrum of coldrérom brown to blue to gray to green.
This can also be seen at Beccahos
describes that the gue=shas atinyfadee pi
| ost in voluminouwsel!l ¢leoudlsl99f c oBlecac

Vanrheenen similarly writes that Akik
America, yet ke hopes Beccah will belong (Vanrheenen 117).
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aligned with many fi cl o dcdlaed aatial c ol ©
landscape of the U.S. nation. Thus, Akiko imagines that by being
racially mixed, Beccah can participate in the multiracial U.S. nation.

However, A&ki kobsBadocahb6és inclusion
t hat even within Hawai i, Beccah do
others see Beccah as a racial/national Other. Beccah is taunted by her
school mates who call h-ehi thard@)Ke In g
Beccah is not viewed as American, but explicitly marked by her peers as

Kor ean. AYoboo is a term used in

4/27/2003). Thus, Beccah is seen as an outsider. The text makes clear
that the notion of the U.S. as emxtlusive multiracial nation is indeed just
a notion, not a reality.

Beccahés inability to participé
reveals the way in which, despite claims that the U.S. is a multiracial
nation moving toward equality and national unithe U.S. in fact
continues to be imagined as exclusively white. This shows that the
possibility of Beccahés inclusion
her mother. After her motherdés de
frequented as a childnd notices dates on the ground. She recalls that
she had discovered that AfFoodl and
tubsé. I opened the tub in the car
when | popped a date in my mouth | was disappointed. Theaagitoo
sweet, too thick in my mouth, and | missed being able to suck on the
seeddo (Keller 50). 71 a3ymbmlfal mdinstreamf r o m
Americai do not satisfy Beccah. Not only is the seed, or the possibility
of its reproduction absent, but asth Akiko and the dress, something
does not fit.

This Asomethingd within Kellerd
U.S. nation historically imaged as exclusively white. Beccah notices at
t he canal (a | ocation for cdeddd dbir

partially buried in the mud (Keller 50). Beccah then observes that next
to this pil e evhitesatneskos, thé kind girls avoreotm ¢ e
their wedding or to the prom. And next to the shoe, draped limply
among twigs and mush, acondond d seen al | these t
before, along with arms and heads of Barbie dolls, beer bottles and soda
cans, shit, newspaper boatséo (Kel
t he i nception of Beccahos reprodu
describedoy her mother as a lily (Keller 116). These seeds, therefore,
can be read as the seeds that Beccah is both made by and produces.
Also, these fig seeds are the ones missing from mainstream America.
Yet, instead of being incorporated into the nationalybof the U.S.,
Beccahd6s seeds are partially <cover
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the possibility of disappearing into the river without reproducing
anything. The reason for the see
understood by analyzing the itemshto the seed. The seed sits next to
the satin shoe, the condom and the arms and heads of Barbie dolls. The
condom prevents physical reproduction. Yet, something else also
prevents national reproductiofBeccah cannot reproduce a mixed race
identity in the U.S. because the nation, whileesentingan image of
itself as inclusive of the racial diversity that exists (as with the idea that
Hawaii is a microcosm of race relations in the U.S), is in reality
exclusionary to people of color. This can bensbg the quintessential
image of U.S. femininity blond, white Barbie. Like the wedding dress,
Barbie is a symbol for an imagination of a feminized white U.S. racial
nation that has been historically enforced by hypermasculinized racial
violence (Ware 12).'" Beccah does not fit this limited image of the
U.S. as exclusively white. Thus her reproduction of a mixed race
identity is thwarted (as seen by the condom). The only way in which
Beccah can be included in the nation and reproduce her racialydsntit
by deconstructing this image of the U.S. nation. Thus, the Barbie lays
broken apart on the bank.-whiteRa&ipl|l aci
shoe. 0 By explicitly not being wt
particular color, the shoe, like Akio 6 s -saaked Wweldding dress, also
represents a multiracial national body. Just as her mother resists the
construction of an exclusively white nation by revealing its
multiraciality, Beccah also marks the racial diversity of the U.S. The
shoe, not theBarbie, sits at the end of genealogy of her seed. This
construction of an inclusive multiracial and hybrid U.S. nation is one in
which Beccah fits and one that creates the possibility in which Beccah
might reproduce her racial identity. Therefore, Kelies t ext r eve
the exclusion of Beccah from an imagined white U.S. nation and the
possibility of a racially inclusive U.S. nation. Yet, this racially inclusive
U.S. nation can only exist, according to the text, through the
deconstruction of the idethat the U.S. is exclusively white.

Yet, the intersecting racism and sexism of the U.S. nation results
in Beccah also being excluded from the nation due to her gender. She
cannot sing the Hawaiian state anthem during a May Day audition.
Despiteextemi ve practice of fAHawai 61 Pon
painfully disastrous.She r ecount s, i iithe bathtdb, pr a c
walking to schooli until I knew | was good, until | made myself cry.

\/ron Ware discusses the construction of white American femininity and its
intersection with violent attempts to

Beyond the Pale
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But that day, some dewihing with the voice of a bigold-age frog took

possession of my throat, and 6 Ha\
AHawai 0| Ponodoiiii, Nana I Kou I
Kamehameha eé. mmm hmm hmmmo (Kell
inclusion into a part of the U.S. nation by singingstigte song. Yet, her

voice is off key and she does not
lyrics of the song, written by King David Kalakua are translated as:

fiHawai i 6s own true sons, be | oyal

and lord, the Alii*® Father above us all, Kamehameha, who guarded in
the war with hi¥ Théfailare df paltisigation is s . ¢ 0
due to the nationds hypermascul ini
figured in the song to be headed by a chief and father whotlead
soldiers with his spear (50states.com). In other words, Hawaii is made
for its sons, not its daughters. Beccah cannot fit into this masculine
national imaginary and thus literally cannot sing the song of national
inclusion. This, in combination witlthe idea that the U.S. has
historically and continues to be imagined as a feminized white nation in
need of masculine protection, reveals that the text theorizes both the
racism and sexism of the U.S nation. As a result, women of color, such
as Akiko aml Beccah, do not fit into the nation.

Reproducing a New Nation

In resisting the often intersecting racism and sexism that the text
maps out within the various forms of nationalis@pmfort Woman
imagines a new nation that is racially and gender inclusiVee text
creates a community of women who express nationalism through
shamanism. This new nation attempts to be raeiatlijusive by
including people of mixed race, such as Beccah, and also resists
masculine domination of the nation by figuring reprciibn of the new
nation as an act that does not need the participation of men.

The new nation is born in the text with the physical death of
Induk, a comfort woman who expresses a feminist nationalism. The
night before her death, Induk resists rape anlonial domination by
tal king Al oud and nonstop. o0 I n bolt
ifshe denounced the soldiers, yelli:
country and her body. Even as they mounted her, she shouted: | am
Korea, | am avoman, | am alive. | am seventeen, | had a family just like
you do, | am a daughter, [ am a s
notion of womarasnation on its head to resist colonialism and sexual

18 Sovereign (50states.com)
9 Spear (Bstates.com)
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domination® In resisting her enslavement as a cabsiex worker, she
points to her body as a symbol for the nation and subsequently, the
invasion of her body as the invasion of Korea. Najmi writes that Induk

represents a feminist nationalism I
and ancestry, the womae hant s her mot her 6s r
patriotism as generational and cultural continuity among women.

Il ndeed, Opatriotismd seems a misno

more properly dc¢hbhved f édmatar inmttiesr méa |
(Najmi 222).Language and cultural productions such as recipes are part

of a national project, one that Induk frames as belonging to women
through talk of daughters, sisters and women. THeueation of the

national home as a feminized space marks a new nationalifn
response to such resistance, Japanese soldiers kill Induk, bringing her
back to the camp fiskewered from he
ready for roastingo (Keller 20) .
haunts Akiko throughout her life, fno her escape from the comfort
station to her marriage with Rick Bradley to her life in Hawaii. Thus,
Induk can be read as a national figure who resists racial, gendered and
other forms of domination (Chu 70).

The new nation that Induk births includes peopreviously
excluded from racialized and gendered nations, including comfort
women, colonized peoples, and women under patriarchal syStems.
Akiko, after her abortion and escape from the comfort station, recounts
seeing Al nduk b e cimasrherfogn wouwdfblarrumil me .
it doubled, then quadrupled, and she would become Induk and my

mot her, and in turn my motherés mot
for mal topbo of the olden days.
ancestor s o I tkie tréam,r Inddk 3eproduces women in
Aki kobs family, tracing a geneal og

genealogy constructs, through the notion of the family and an implied
racial homogeneity, a sense of national belonging (Weinbaum 8). Yet,

ths geneal ogy of women continues be
various comfort women including: i
Aki ko. Soon Hi. Soon Mi. Soon
community of womeri women both excluded from and \abéd by
®patti Duncan writes that when women r
6national body6é they can see themsel ve

ANajmi similarly writes that the novel
f emi ni z e dfromasoedginal codstruction as a militaristic and power

driven masculinist phenomenon to one in which the nation is understood as a

love for land and the women who live in it (Najmi 221, 228).
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racial and gendered nationalismcreates its own nation. This can be
seen when Akiko, after seeing the image of Induk reproducing her
mot her, says, Al tried running to
remained just outside my reach. It when that | noticed that she held a
small book, no bigger than the palm of my hand, which | recognized as
the Chbarka the most basic school
school primer, a book that teaches students the Korean language, shows
that the mdter is teaching a form of nationalism. Benedict Anderson
argues that nationalism has been t
as books and newspapers (Anderson 33). Therefore, the schoolbook, as
both a print medium and a cultural production, can tal ras one
significant way in which national identity is taught. The community of
women is teaching Akiko a new nationalism.

The feminist sentiments of this new nation can be seen in
Aki kobs use of shamani sm to commur
Korean shamans, anudang,were primarily women revered for their
religious powers (Hogarth 51). In recent years, shamanism has been
associated with Korean nationalism, and is often seen as a form of
resistance to Japanese religious colonialism (Hogarth&iamanism is
not only inclusive of but also largely dominated by women. Chen reads
the use of shamanism in the novel as a way in which Akiko resists
colonialism and asserts Korean nationalism. While Induk resisted
Japanese colonialism by literally demeing it to the Japanese military,

Akiko chooses to articulate a gendered act of national resistance through
shamanism (Chen 139). The actionial and antsexist resistance that
shamanism expresses in the text is made evident when Beccah describes
Sajg the spirit that haunts her mother. Saja, she recounts her mother
saying, Awas neither old nor ugl y
sol dier, alluring and virileo (Kel
read as a spiritual embodiment of the Japansoldiers who visited
comfort stations. Within her shamanist trances, Akiko fights Saja,
resisting the racial exclusion of the Japanese nation. In this new nation,
women are agents of aitiol oni al resistance. £
adopts these praces and thus continues the lineage of this new feminist
nation.

This new nation also expresses resistance toward masculine
domi nation by deconstructing the f:
sexuality as operating amongst themselves. Akiko deschiokegk as
having fAlong strips of hair coming
bun at the back of her necko (Kel|
represents a womands participation
with a father, mother and children. As ®lmtock writes, this family
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trope is problematic in that it serves as a way for nations to naturalize
both racial and gender hierarchies (McClintock 357). If the unraveling

bun indicates the unraveling of the family trope, then the new nation can

be readas resisting hierarchically racialized and gendered nationalisms.
Resistance toward masculine domination in the new nation can also be
seen by the fact that marriage and sexuality occur among women. While
preparing Aki kods b o dhfgrheArasisthnicecto Re n

her mat chmaki ng: ndéYeah, yeah, [
interested. 6 She sighed. 6Too ba
is teased for being Amahu, 0 or | e

gendered family norms. 8hdoes not seek a husband and participates in
nonreproductive sexual relationships (her affair with Stanley).

Ultimately, Beccah fAmarriesd her m
mot herds |jewelry box, unt il she fi
for as a girli the braided gold band studded with pearls that my mother

call ed O0daean stle prped it onto my w

211). Beccah therefore engages in producing a family, or nation, that
does not depend on masculine leadership,olme in which women can

carve their own space. The politics of such woroantered sexuality is
explicated by M. Jacqui Alexander, who writes about the intersection
between sexuality and nationalism in the Bahamas. According to
Alexander, erotic automoy |, or womenos sexual it
ifsignals danger to the heterosexual
loyalty to the nation as citizen is perennially colonized within
reproduction and heterosexuality, erotic autonomy brings with it the
potential of undoing the nation entirely, a possible charge of
irresponsible citizenship or no ci
sexual relationships in the text in which men are absent reveal the new
nati onds r es i sdondnatedenationalisnaby displaniagd e

men from sexual space, a space often used as a form of racial and
gendered domination, such as the stmensored rape of colonial
Korean women.

Not only sexuality, but also reproduction in the new nation is
figured in the text to be womarentered, again resisting male
domination of the nation. The text resists the relegated position women
embody in the masculine nation and allows members to express agency
and empowerment in national reproduction. At the end of the novel,
Beccah dreams #h she swims for hours and years and begins to drown,
finding her mother pulling her legs. She says,

| yielded. | opened my mouth to drown, expecting to suck in

heavy water, but instead | breathed in air, clear and blue.
Instead of ocean | swam thrdugky, higher and higher, until,
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dizzy with the freedom of light and air, | looked down to see a
thin blue river of light spiraling down to earth, where | lay
sleeping in bed, coiled tight around a small seed planted by
my mother waiting to be born (Kell@13).

Beth Vanrheenen interprets this scene as a scenéothrdor Beccah in
coming to full sel fhood upon reald.
iBeccah has finally bonded with h
spiritual journey with her motheshe receives more than understanding,
she achieves a oneness that t hey
6born. o She can achieve a selfodo (
read as a scene of reproduction in a stronger sense. After performing
shananismr el ated rituals such as prep:
tasting her mot her s ashes, Beccah
tight around a smal/l seed planted
(Keller 213). Beccah is inseminated by her mother.ikgrthe scenes in

which Akiko and Beccah cannot reproduce either literally or
symbolically, Akiko continues a nation in which both can participate.

This act of incestuous insemination cuts masculinity out of the
family/nation, resisting masculine natioisah by limiting reproduction

as an act among mothers and daughters.

Aki kobs entrance into this new
is also imagined to be racially inclusive. Akiko enters the new nation
when she is nearly dead from the abortion fonggon her at the comfort
station. At this time, her mixedhce baby has been literally stripped
from her body under Japanese colonialisan act | have read as one in
which the Japanese nation is attempting to enforce its imagined racial
boundaries. Bypr t i ci pating in the new f em:
is symbolically recreated. She r e
feeling the running water erode the layers of my skin, washing me away,
but Induk filled my belly and forced me to my hands &ndes. She led
me to the double rainbow where virgins climb to heaven and told me to
climb. Below me, a river of humaaced flowers stretched so wide and
bright | could not keé&%lpnduyk efyielsl so pA
belly 1 replacing the babyhat was stripped from her by the Japanese
military i making possible the birth of a mixedce baby. Within this
new nation, various racial identities are reproduced, and therefore,
included. This is also shown by the fact that Beccah embodies the new
nation after her mot heleadthé pasadeof Her
the dead. Lead the ChowWwl XKend ewi tl

% This passage can also be read as a one in which Akikade a virgin again,
healing the trauma she experienced as a sex slave.
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The fact that a mixed race woman patrticipates in the new nation (by
performing shamanistic rituals for tdead women of the nation), shows
that this new nation is imagined to be raciiglusive.

Within this new nationalism, national boundaries are transcended
by participants. For example, at the end of the novel, Beccah, while
scattering her mothers asls i n a ri ver, says: Ay
me, even when your spirit finds its way home. To Korea. To Sulsulham.
And across the river of Heaven to t
is only one link in a chain of destinations to which her m@her s pi r i
will travel. The Korean nation, in other words, is simply a path to
heaven and the Seven Sisters, which transcend national boundaries.
Also, Beccah is described by her mother as a lily that blooms in the
boundary between the U.S. and Korea [#ell16). Beccah, who
participates in the new nation, is herself figured as a woman who is
neither bound to the geographic lines of the U.S. or Korea.

Yet, this theorization of a new nation, regardless of intent, at
times reinforces an essentialistend st andi ng of nati on:

identity I|literally reproduced by w
recorded message to BeccBebhcahshare n s h
|l ead the parade of the deadé. | ha\
cannot do it and tie you to me, so that we will carry each other always.

Your blood in miné ( Kel | er 197) . Aki ko [
participate in the new nation by
participating in shamanistic ritual. The biolog a | connection

is assumed to not only connect Akiko and Beccah, but to make inevitable
that they would participate in this new nationalism. The only way in
which Aki ko could stop Beccahdés pa
would be to unddheir blood connection, something that she cannot do.
I n other wor ds, Aibl ooddo is i magin
Beccah to each other, but also to the new nation.

While the particular form of nationalism that the text maps out as
an alternativado other exclusionary forms is imagined in the spirit and
dream worlds and is therefore, highly symbolic, it is important to note
that these symbols have meaning in
haunting, O Kat hl een Br ogdcm ethaimal y z
l'iterature as fan emblem of histo
hi storical recoveryeéeé. They figure
reconceive a fragmented, partially obliterated history, looking to a new
imagined past to redefine themselfes r t he f utureo (Br
the spirit world is a space in which Akiko not only grapples with her past
experience with racial and gendered nationalisms, but also imagines a
form of nationalism in which such exclusion does not occur. While
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indeedthis new nation only exists in a spirit world, its imagined nature
does not erase it of legitimacy. In the same way that fiction represents
i ssues in the dAreal worl d, 0o the gh
nation operates irealt beitsexesal so e
Thus, it is important to note that the new nation imagined in the
text, while resisting racial and gendered nationalisms, foregrounds the
female body in scenes of national reproduction. In doing so, the text
fails to fully deconstruct fundaental notions of national reproduction as
connected to womends bodies, rai si
successfully completes its project of resisting racial and gendered
national i sms. The connection bet\y
reprodudion can be first seen when Akiko ishern into the new nation.
Aki ko describes Il ying near the str
dreams of I nduk, saying Ashe | ooke:
to the river wi t h h ebabyderenimdulosaid, s t r €
her voice creaking like a hundred thousand frogs. She shuffled closer,
hands cupping her breasts, which turned into an offering of freshly
unearthed ginsengo (Keller 36) . /
producedi brought backda life from death) the new nation by being
birthed in the imaginary world by
maternal figure, taking care of Akiko as if she were a newborn baby.
She feeds Akiko with the ginseng of her breasts, giving her new life,
filling her Adiscarded body. 0 Sir
which her mother inseminates Beccah in a dream. Beccah is able to
continue the legacy of the new nation by carrying a child of the new
nation. By describing the production ofthermeva t i on t hr ough
bodies, the text does not break apart the assumed link between national
production and womenbés physical re|
and masculine nationalisms and is critiqued throughout the text.
Also, the text situas the body as an important space for
expressing participation in the new nation. In doing so, the text again
links the female body and the nat

ashes in the river, Beccah recount :
of ash, sifting, letting it coat my hand. | touched my fingers to my lips.

6Your body in mine, 6 | % oBeccahmy
consumes her mot her s body as a s\
By consuming her mo t h eecéddf hebrnoothgr , Be
physically with her while allowing her spirit to go to her new national

ihome. O She tells her motherds &

% Najmi reads this scene as one in which the text reshapes the sense of home to
be one which is rooted in a community of women and land (Najmi 221).
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even when your spirit finds its way home. To Korea, to Sulsulham. And
across the river of heawe t o0 t he Seven Sisters:
previously explained, the Seven Sisters can be read as a heavenly
location that transcends the nation. Yet, it can also be interpreted as the
ending location of the genealogy of the new nation, for the SevemsSiste

can be read as both her own familial sisters and the comfort women.

Thus, it is through the symbolic act of consuming the body that a
member of the new nation is all owe:q«
Beccah gets her first glimpse of the nevisrawhen she is able to have
a child. This can be seen when Beccah says she sees in didlecstiate
induced by the pain of her first menstrual cycle, a person who she
describes as | ooking Iike her moth
nameisindk, 6 the woman said through m
that was once my own and wondered who she saw, who stood in my
place | ooking at the body that I nc
scene mimics the scene of doubling in which Akiko identifies th
feminine national genealogy after her escape from the comfort station.

I nduk figuratively enters Beccahos
the new nation. Thus, the text positions the body as an important site for
participating in the new nationAlthough the imagination of the new
nation indeed uses notions of reproduction to resist racial and gendered
nationalism, it nevertheless also reinforces an idea fundamental to racial
and gendered nationalismsthat the female body plays an important

role in both producing and participating in the nation.

Further mor e, Beccahoés full i ncl
only occurs after Beccah begins to understand and adopt particularly
Korean acts of national resistance. Sungran Cho nods to this fdaa w

she writes, fiBeccah finds herself,
mot herds hidden identity after her
mot herds | ife and answering her <cal
sel fo (Cho 10 4particularly Edrean selfh Fosexamplé, f i
whil e preparing her motherds body
her mother | eft her, Beccah says,
and tore the delicate fl esh lmf the
t hem i nto t he water as wel | . |
independence, Omoni. And for Korea. | remember. | remember.
Ginger and | ily for purity and reb
in the racially and gender inclusive new nation by fiuify the Korean

cul tur al rituals her mother reques

national flower. She says she remembers Korea, while using ginger, a
plant commonly used in Korean cultural productions such as cooking.
Furthermore, by using the giag she symbolically enables her mother to
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be born again. Of course, culture cannot be completely collapsed with
race or nati on. Yet , t he-inclugvet 6 s
nation through particularly Korean cultural forms raises the question

the limits of this brand of nationalism. Can the new nation be thoroughly
racially-inclusive if entry into the new nation is made possible within the
text through enactment of cultural traditions of Korea, a country that
imagines itself to be one dfi¢ most culturally and raciallyomogenous

in the world?

Again, it must be noted that in the new nation, these scenes of
reproduction and national participation occur within the spheres of
shamanism and dreams. As a result, these theorizations of thk fem
body can only be understood as figurative, rather than literal,
representations. Yet, rather than entirelyletgtimizing the problems
that these scenes of national reproduction and participation raise, the fact
that these scenes of reproduction aational participation occur within
mystical and dreariike space shows that these scenes are quite
significant to thinking about the new nation. If shamanism is, as
previously noted, the primary vehicle in which the new nationalism
expresses its resist@m to masculine colonial nationalism, then these
dreamlike scenes should be taken seriously. Beccah participates in the
nation by conducting the shamani st
body. She reproduces the nation within a mystical dream in vehieh
carries her mothero6s seed. Aki ko i
in which she sees visions of Induk. If shamanism is figured as a
necessary component of national production and participation, then one
must ask whether this cultural form issamed within the text to be a
natural element of national identity. Therefore, although the text
imagines a new nation that is racially and gender inclusive, one must be
aware of the ways in which the reproduction of and participation in this
new nations f i gured as being | inked to
this |Iink between the nation and w
within the new nation points to the ultimate failure of the text to
completely deconstruct racial and gendered nationalisms.

Conclusion

Comfort Woman through meditations on nationalism in Korea,
Japan and the U.S., provides a basis for which nationalism can be
theorized as raci st and sexist.
nationalism foregrounds the ways in which nati@ralican become
dominated by a masculine perspective, relegating women to be viewed as
simply biological reproducers of the nation. In mapping out nationalism
in Japan, specifically the Japanese imperial military, the text allows one
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to unpack the ways inhich nations can be imagined as raced. The text
also reveals the ways in which such racialized bodies are sexualized for
the national purpose of enforcing racial boundaries and articulating
coloni al domi nati on. T heaciat Xt 0 s
nation criticizes the notion that the U.S. can simply ignore race in its
strive toward racial equality and reveals the ways in which the nation is
actually imagined to be white and
meditation on the U.S. foregrountte intersection of race and gender in
national production and shows its effects of excluding women of color in
multiple ways. As a resolution to the problems of nationalism, the text
then imagines a new nation that is both gender and raaiallysive.

Yet, the text fails to completely unravel racialized and gendered
nationalisms. It continues to imagine national identity as a blood

identity and figures womemsnhfosonsbhodi e

fundamental to racial and gendered nationalisms.

Analyzing the comfort woman issue in terms of reproducing
racial and gendered nationalisms opens up a space to think about the
issue as part of global structural phenomena, including sexism, racism
and colonialism. By allowing the reader to mark theiaus locations in
which Akiko experiences the similar oppressive structures throughout
her life, the reader is given the opportunity to see these global problems
as ones that transcend space and
story as a symptom af larger problem that continues today. Between
600,000 and 800,000 people are estimated to be trafficked, or forced into
labor, across international borders each year (State Department). A
significant portion of these trafficked persons are sex slaves hakie
been coerced, tricked and sold into their positions just like Akiko. The
state may not be directly recruiting women for sex work in a wartime
situation, yet, the experiences of trafficked persons are not much
different from that of Akiko. An examation of Comfort Woman
through a rac@ationgendesreproduction perspective allows one to take
a step in making this contemporary connection.

As a novel,Comfort Womanalso allows readers to think about
the comfort woman issue in a way that persondinbesiy cannot do.
Former comfort woman, Kim Busun tells her story of being taken to a
comfort station in the epigraph of this paper. Like many other former
comfort women, she ends her story lamenting the-teng physical,
psychological, social and ecomic effects that her experience as a
comfort woman had in her [|ife. Sh
who are still alive. | communicate with them once in a while. Other
than that, | have no one. No children. | am in poor health. 1 liveealo
and wil |l die aloneodo (Schell stede
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statement. It explicitly mourns a loss of agency, ability to have a family,
and be part of a larger community. Yet, the novel form, by representing
such a story in more complex asgmbolic ways allows the reader to
think about the issue as not simply one that affects individual women,
but one that allows readers to situate the issue within social structures.
Furthermore, as an Englidhnguage American novel, the text begs the
ques i on of who the U.S.06s comfort wc

The novel form also produces a bind. The danger of thinking
about the comfort woman issue within the novel form is that one might
begin to understand the issoiely as part of broader social structures and
globalphenomenon. Of course, within novels, the meanings of fictional
characters must be drawn out by the reader, but it is easy to forget that in
the case of comfort women, the fictionalized characters represent real
women living real lives. As Kim Subh u ndiosy reveals, comfort
women suffered immeasurably and continue to do so today. Readers of
the text must not lose sight of this reality.
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PostFranco Spain: A Study of Amnesty Lavs in a Transitional
Government

Deidre Lockman
Abstract

This paper will examine how a transitional government deals
with the legacies left by the incumbent dictatorial regime and its impact
on the process of democratic reconstruction.

Do spheres of influee change dramatically when an authoritarian
regime transitions, without major conflict, to democracy? In the case of
Spain didtFThe Falange (nationalist political party that Franco endors¢d
during his tenure as dictator), National Army, and Catholic Chur
cease to be of importance or did these organizations allow for cosmetic
changes to take place while still holding power? This is an important
guestion because during the late twentieth century many previously
authoritarian regimes transitioned to demacy without major conflict:
South Africa, neighboring Portugal, and Greece. And with the collapse
of the Soviet Union, many Eastern European countries were simply
forced to transition. | used two hypotheses to examine power relations
and the paper represgs an ongoing debate between two rivaling
paradigms. Hypothesis A, based on Marxist Theory, contends, that the
mai n components of Francods regi me
the Catholic Church) played a major role in the transitional government
and were able to maintain substantial power after the transition to
democracy. While hypothesis B ,based on Cultural Theory, argues that
the remnant s o ffheFalaagecNatibrsal Army gnd thie  (
Catholic Church) lost their grip on power and ceaseglay a role in

the Spanish government after Spai nt
cul tur al changes that occurred in
regime.

Introduction

Historical Background

Generalissimo Francisco Franco was the Caudlioler
appointed by God) of Spain from 1939 to 1975. In 1969 Prince Juan
Carl os of Spain was named Francobs
Franco died and King Juan Carlos | immediately moved Spain on a path
towards democracy. The political enviroant during this transitional
period differed greatly from the
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Preston effectively summarizes the political and social climate during
Francods regi me.

In many respects, it could be argued that the Spanish
Civil War wasf ough't in response to th
challenge to the existing order of landed property.
The victorious Franco regime was, in this sense, the
arm of the landed property. Throughout the 1940s, its
primitive and retrograde political structures
adequately se&ed the needs of the agrarian
establishment. In addition, they inadvertently created
the sort of labor relations, which made Spain
attractive to foreign investors. By the time of the
tourist boom, which began in the late 1950s, and of
the European prospgyji which was attracting
Spanish migrant workers, Franco was presiding over
a very different country from the war torn, semi
medieval one that he had conquered in 1939. Indeed
within a decade, Spain was to undergo even more
spectacular change, which was pash her in the
major industrial leagué

Spain changed with the rest of Western Europe. A plethora of books
exist which detail why Francobds re
not address why the regime collapsed since this issue has already been
heavily debated amongst scholars for decades. Rather | will examine
how a transitional government deals with the legacies left by the
incumbent dictatorial regime and its impact on the process of democratic
reconstructioh The Law of Political Reform paveti¢ way for a period

of consensus unlike anything seen previously in Spanish Hhistory
relatively peaceful, quiescent period of moderation and reform, which
resulted in the first democratic elections of June 1977, and the successful
drafting of the 1978 CastitutiorT.

! Paul PrestonAnnals of the Anrcan Academy of Political and Social
ScienceVol . 446, The Uneasy Boundary: Church and State. (Nov.,
1979), p. 181.

2 Raymond Carr and Juan Pablo F@giain: Dictatorship and
Democracy George Allen and Unwin, London, 1981.

3 Laura Desfor EdlesSymboland the Ritual in the New Spain
Cambridge University Press. 1998.
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Dilemma and Hypotheses

Do spheres of influence change dramatically when an
authoritarian regime transitions, without major conflict, to democracy? In
the case of Spain did The Falange (nationalist political party that Franco
endorsed durindnis tenure as dictator), National Army, and Catholic
Church cease to be of importance or did these organizations allow for
cosmetic changes to take place while still holding power? This is an
important question because during the late twentieth century man
previously authoritarian regimes transitioned to democracy without
major conflict: South Africa, neighboring Portugal, and Greece. And
with the collapse of the Soviet Union many Eastern European countries
were simply forced to transition.

Hypothesis A (based on Marxist Theory)That the main
components of Francobs regime (the
Catholic Church) played a major role in the transition government and
were able to maintain substantial power after the transition to democracy.
Moreover, the transition to democracy was a calculated choice made by
Francoists in order to consolidate power. Proof of the political and
economic elitebs maintenance of po
during transition to democracy to protect Fraecd war criminals.
Changes during Spaindés transition |
not lead to substantial modification in the forms or in the repressive
characteristics of the regimEurther evidence of this power can be seen
in the current struggl in Spain concerning a possible national
reconciliation tribundl

Hypothesis B (based on Cultural Theoryjhe remnants of
Francobs regime (The Falange, Nat i
lost their grip on power and ceased to play a role in theniSipa
government after Spainds transiti ol
of drastic economic changes during
space for a cultural shift in paradigm; that the dividedness and brutality
of the Spanish civil war must bezercome. Thus, Spanish society as a
whole changed, including the elite. In addition, the distinction between
the elite and noswlite is imprecise, which makes arguments that stem
f r oHhy poo t h difficulisto pfode.

Theoretical Background
Marxist theory contends that power relations did not change
drastically when Spain transitioned from an authoritarian regime to a

* The EconomistPainful Memories: The Spanish Civil W@¥ecember
23, 2006.
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democratic one. From a legal perspective Marxism asserts that liberal
legality stems from the bourgeois political tactic to eliminateking

class social consciousness by obscuring it. The economic and political
elite that were in power during Fi
choice to transition to democracy with the intention that their power be

less threatened. Rights granted toizeits in a democracy, from a
Marxist perspective, give people a deceptive feeling of importance. So

the elite made cosmetic changes, which fit into the new paradigm of
democracy in Spain. However, legal rights newly afforded to citizens
distract them fronsocial class politics and power struggles. In this paper

I wi || primarily be -Ma&ixigstMiwdirek 0
and Subjectiond as theoretical supj
In order to best control th@asses thelite must also direct the

reg me of truth. iwWe are subjected

power and we cannot exercise power except through the production of
truthéwe are also subjected to tru
makes the laws, that produces the true dismthat, at least partially

deci de s, transmits and it sel®f ext
Government mu st have a monopoly on
manipulate their citizens. Furthermore, rights ought to be examined in
terms of the subjudimn they create. In the assessment of power relations
and | aw we ought to |l ook at the ex
|l ess | ega P Onenast pdinato reote ts that taw itself conceals

the mechanisms-which dominate us. Michel Foucaullescribes this

best:

The theory of sovereignty and the organization of a legal code
centered upon it, have allowed a system of right to be
superimposed upon the mechanisms of discipline in such a
way as to conceal its actual procedures, the element of
domination inherent in its techniques, and to guarantee to
everyone, by virtue of the sovereignty of the state, the
exercise of his proper sovereign rights.

The procedures and purpose of law serve the interest of the bourgeoisie.
A few examples of this dciplinary power can be seen in surveillance,

® Michel FoucaultPower and Subjectignn Steven Lukes (edPower
(NY: New York University Press, 1986), pp29-242.

® Ibid, 4.

" |bid 4 and 5.
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the medicalization of madness and sexuality, and delinqfieficsits

i ke homosexuality, delinqguency a
bourgeois framework, and people who have these qualities are penalized.
Surveillance becomes necessary to enforce legal codes. Most of the time
surveillance occurs on a personal level where we check ourselves and
those around us in order to make sure they conform.

Conversely, from a Cultural perspectiwehichthis is usedto
support my 6 hy p o théienaté assurmpdigns off thie s t i
Mar xi st approach. A"nThe di-slites scti or
inherently blurred. It is not just that elites need legitimacy in order to
attain and maintain power; both elites amah-elites are part and parcel
of the same hi st 0. Mheeehomic moan in $pgin, a n d
which began in the 196006s /. This gni f
played a pivotal role in the cultural shifts that led to the idea that
democracy wamevitable in Spain.

The Spanish civil war was the national drama ever present in
the public mind, and the pacts have been part of the symbolic
ceremony, which has nullified that experience, and-@nii

war, praclass reconciliation ceremony. The itiohl class

and the social leaders have been the main agents and
officiators at this ceremony with the country acting as
spectator, chorus, and accompanintént.

Political and economic elites did not create the rhetoric of consensus.
Rather, they reflectecultural sentiment on a whole. Political actors use

cul tur al symbol s t o ficonstruct t h
democratic val ues andTherefore the sueccéss o n s
of the Spanish transition can be attributed to the democratic an
reconciliatory symbolic framewor k,

8 |bid 4, 5, and 6.

® Laura Desfor EdlegRethinking democratic transition: A Culturalist
critique of the Spanish Cgseheory and Societyol. 23, No. 3. (Jun.,
1995), pp. 35584.

19 Beate KohlerPolitical Forces irBpain, Greece, and Portugal
Butterworth Scientific,

1 Victor PerezDiaz, The Return of Civil SocietyCambridge, Harvard
University press, 1993, p. 234.

12 carolyn P. Boyd, In Review ofSymbol and Ritual in the New Spain,
by Laura Desfor Edle§,;he Amdcan Historical ReviewVol. 104, No.
5. Dec., 1999.
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