Stephanie E. Smallwood received her PhD in American History from Duke
University in 1999. She was an Assistant Professor of History at the University
of California, San Diego, from 1998-2006, and has been Associate Professor of
History at the University of Washington, Seattle since 2007. Her research and
teaching focus on precolonial Atlantic Africa and the African diaspora in the
Americas, racial slavery in the Americas, and the early modern histories of
European overseas expansion and cross-cultural encounters among Europeans,
Africans and indigenous peoples in the colonial Americas. She is the author of
Saltwater Slavery: A Middle Passage from Africa to American Diaspora
(Harvard, 2007), winner of the 2008 Frederick Douglass Prize awarded by Yale
University’s Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance and
Abolition. She has begun work on a new project tentatively titled Africa in the
“Atlantic World”: Historical Geographies of Power and Possibility.



