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Dr. Fisher’s laboratory is involved in two major 
themes of research: The cell biology of lipid and  

lipoprotein metabolism and the molecular biology of 

vascular disease.  
 

Dr. Fisher’s laboratory is also interested in the  

molecular factors that regulate the progression and 
regression of atherosclerotic plaques, a disease  

process now known to begin in childhood. This  

research relies on mouse models of atherosclerosis 
and current projects focus on: the regression of 

plaques after the normalization of hyperlipidemia and 

the effects of HDL on plaque progression and  
regression. To better define molecular changes that 

occur under various conditions in specific arterial wall 

cell types, Dr. Fisher’s laboratory has pioneered the 
use of laser capture microdissection to isolate plaque 

macrophages in order to study gene expression.  
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