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Kentucky Coffee Tree  
	  Gymnocladus dioicus

a drought and air pollution tolerant tree 
for moist, well-drained sites. 

•	 Small leaflets on compound leaves provide 
a light and airy texture

•	 Seed pods similar to those of  black locust 
can be avoided by planting male trees

•	 With heights of  up to 75 feet, Kentucky 
coffee tree provides a similar shade canopy 
effect

•	 Though moderately fast growing, Kentucky 
coffee tree does not seed aggressively like 
black locust

Oregon Ash  
	  Fraxinus latifolia

native to the pacific northwest, this tree 
grows well in moist soils. 

•	 Light green, compound leaves provide a tex-
ture similar to black locust

•	 Oregon ash leaflets are larger than those 
of  black locust

•	 Similar in height to locust, Oregon ash 
can grow up to 80 feet

•	 The round, full crown shape of  mature 
trees is similar to that of  black locust

WA

invasive

Black Locust 
	  Robinia pseudoacacia

native to the southern u.s., black locust has been planted extensively for 
its attractive and fragrant flowers, hard wood, and rapid growth. This tall, fast-
growing, and thorny member of  the legume family can quickly form dense 
stands in prairies and along forest edges, displacing native vegetation and 
reducing the herbaceous understory. It is 
good at outcompeting many other plants 
because of  its nitrogen-fixing ability. Al-
ready problematic in the northeastern U.S. 
and in Texas, black locust is also invasive in 
the Pacific Northwest and California. 
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Golden Rain Tree 
	  Koelreuteria paniculata

this medium-sized ornamental tree toler-
ates a wide range of  soil conditions in sunny 
to partly shady sites. 

•	 Showy yellow flowers grace what is one of  
the few mid-summer blooming trees

•	 Compound foliage offers a similar texture 
to black locust

•	 Ornamental fruit pods last through winter

•	 Like black locust, golden rain tree grows 
quickly

additional tree & shrub recommendations
Katsura japonica, Liriodendron tulipfera, Sophora japonica
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Lavalle Hawthorn
Crataegus x lavalleei 

a superb ornamental tree in all seasons for 
sunny to partly sunny, well-drained sites–one 
of the very best hawthorns for the garden.

•	 Showy white flower clusters appearing be-
tween May and June are more ornamental 
than the invasive Hawthorn and Ash

•	 Bright orange-red crabapple fruits con-
trast with autumn leaves and dark bark

•	 Glossy, dark green and boldly textured leaves 
develop a beautiful bronze tinge in the fall

•	 This tree is eminently suited to urban and 
suburban gardens, reaching 25-30 feet tall 
and 20-25 feet wide

Douglas Hawthorn  
	  Crataegus douglasii

native to western north america, this 
small tree can easily be confused with the 
invasive Crataegus monogyna.
•	 Similar in appearance to the single-seeded 

invasive hawthorn, Douglas hawthorn 
can be distinguished by the three to five 
nutlets found in the fruit and less-highly 
lobed leaves

•	 Showy white flowers open in late spring

•	 Provides erosion control in moist soil con-
ditions and riparian areas

WA

invasive

Common European Hawthorn  
	  & European Mountain Ash 
	  Crataegus monogyna & Sorbus aucuparia 

these small, ornamental trees are popular for landscap-
ing because of  their attractive white flowers and showy red 
berries. But birds readily disperse the seeds from garden plant-
ings into natural areas, where hawthorn displaces native veg-
etation and forms impenetrable thickets that can change the 
understory ecosystem of  forests. European mountain ash can 
establish in both wetland 
and upland areas. Native 
versions of  both these 
beautiful plants exist. 
More demand will create 
supply in 
nurseries. 
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Western Crabapple  
	  Malus fusca

a pacific coast native for moist soils in  
a sunny to partly shady site. 

•	 Edible but tart red crabapple fruits are vis-
ible in late summer to fall

•	 Red or yellow-orange leaf  color highlights 
your garden in fall

•	 Pretty white to pink flowers appear in mid-
April

•	 A small shrub or accent tree that grows to 
35 feet in height

additional tree & shrub recommendations
Amelanchier alnifolia, Crataegus columbiana, Crataegus phaenopyrum, Malus ‘Everestt,’ Sophora 
japonica, Sorbus commixta, Sorbus hupehensis
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invasive & alternative plants,  
by scientific name
Anethum graveolens  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     3
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  15 
Aruncus dioicus   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      8
Brasenia schreberi   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     19
Buddleja davidii  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      22

Campanula lactiflora  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  4

Ceanothus spp. and cultivars .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             22

Clematis vitalba, c. spp., and cultivars   .  .  .  .       12-13

Cosmos bipinnatus   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    3
Crataegus douglasii & C. monogyna  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         30
Crataegus x lavalleei   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                   31
Daphne laureola & D. odora   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .              24

Delphinium parishii and cultivars   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    5
Euonymus fortunei cultivars  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           10, 15

Fargesia robusta   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      9
Foeniculum vulgare   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     2
Fothergilla major  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     9
Fraxinus latifolia  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    28

Gaultheria shallon  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  25, 15

Gymnocladus dioicus   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                   29

Hedera helix & H. hibernica   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .            14-15

Heuchera & Heucherella spp. and cultivars   .  .  .      11
Hydrangea anomala  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                   15
Ilex aquifolium & I. x meserveae   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    26

Impatiens glandulifera   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   4
Iris pseudacorus & Iris spp. and cultivars  .  .    16-17

Koelreuteria paniculata  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  29

Lamiastrum galeobdolon  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  10
Liatris spicata  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    20

Ligularia wilsoniana   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                   21

Lobelia cardinalis and cultivars   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .              5
Lonicera ciliosa  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      13
Lysimachia vulgaris  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    20

Lythrum salicaria   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     20
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Mahonia aquifolium   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  27 

Malus fusca  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  31 
Nuphar polysepalum  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  19 
Nymphaea odorata   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  18
Osmanthus heterophyllus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 27

Pachysandra terminalis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  11
Perovskia atriplicifolia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  6
Physocarpus capitatus and cultivars  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          23

Polygonum albertii   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  12 
Polygonum spp.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    8
Rhododendron ‘Daphnoides’   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  25

Robinia pseudoacacia  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    28

Rubus pentilobus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14
Scabiosa caucasica   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     7 
Thalictrum aquilegiifolium  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               21

Verbena bonariensis & V. cultivar.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  6-7

Vitex agnus-castus   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  23

invasive plants, by common name

Ash, European mountain  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .              30
Butterfly bush   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      22

Fennel, common  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    2
Hawthorn, common European  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          30
Holly, English  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      26

Iris, yellow flag   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  16
Ivy: Atlantic or Irish & English cultivars   .    14
Knotweeds   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                        8
Laurel, spurge   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      24

Locust, black  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      28

Loosestrife: garden & purple  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    20 

Old man’s beard  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    12
Policeman’s helmet  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  4
Silverlace vine   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      12
Verbena: tall or purple  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    6
Water lily, fragrant  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  18
Yellow archangel  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  10

index noxious weed list
to help protect our state’s resources and economy, the Washington 
State Noxious Weed Control Board creates an annual Noxious Weed List of  
the most serious invasive plants (WAC 16-750). This list separates weeds into 
three major classes: 

class a weeds
Species whose distribution in Washington is limited. State law requires 
eradication of  these Noxious Weeds. 

class b weeds
Species whose distribution is limited to portions of  Washington. The 
goals are to contain the plants where they already occur and prevent 
spread into new areas.

class c weeds
Noxious Weeds that are already widespread in Washington State. 
Counties can opt to enforce control. 

Because half  of  the plants on the weed list are garden escapees, making wise 
garden choices is an excellent step in controlling invasive plants. 

For information on weed laws or weed removal, contact your county’s noxious 
weed control board. The state weed board can direct you to your county weed 
board: www.nwcb.wa.gov  noxiousweeds@agr.wa.gov  360-902-2082 

invasives
according to the american nursery and landscape association, “inva-
sive, non-native species are those that can or have spread into native wilder-
ness or managed ecosystems, develop self-sustaining populations, and become 
dominant or disruptive to those systems.”

Invasive plants are causing serious environmental and economical damage 
worldwide. These plants hurt Washington’s economy and prized natural re-
sources by reducing crop yields, displacing our native plants, destroying fish 
and wildlife habitat, decreasing land values, choking waterways, and by di-
minishing recreational opportunities such as fishing, hiking, and hunting.  

Preventative weed control is one of  the least expensive and most effective 
ways to combat invasive plants, and this practice can start right at home in 
your own garden.

for more information go to:  
www.invasivespeciescoalition.org




