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UTTER DESOLATION ON WESTERN BATTLE LINE
FAILS TO DAUNT ENERGY OF RECONSTRUCTION

—Copyright, Committee on Public Information.

Supplied by International News Service.

Heavy Plank Roads Pushing Their Way Over Flanders Mud.

This picture gives an idea of the utier desolation in the wake of war on the Western front.
ing insuperable difficulties, the work of reconstruction goes e
In the distance French engineers can Dbe seen constructing this plank road through

supply the troaps at the front.
mud

and water in territory that was once held by the German

on with the

invaders.

Allied advance.

In spite of seem-
Roads must Dbe built to

RUSSIA STA
WITH FAILURE OF
TRANSPORTATION

‘Soldiers Ravage Countryside
and Return to Cities to

VING

ETROGRAD, Wednesday, Jan. 23—
Since the dissolution of the Constit-
uent Assembly and the disappearance of

any immediate hope of reconciling the -

striving pvolitical parties, public atten-
tion in Nertld Russia is centered on the
bread shortage, the lack of practically
all foodstuffs, the breakdown of trans-
portation and the commercial stagna-
tion as the result of the closing of the
banks.

The bread allowance in TPetrograd
today has been reduced to a quarter
of a pound daily, and the food com-
mission has limited eggs to children
sinder three years, each child to have
four egas a month. But ezgs are not
obtainable at any price.

Soldiers Nell Food.

Soldiers and sailors have become
nrddiers throughout North Russia ana
are making cxcursions into the coun-
try and returning to the cities witn
bread. meat, tobacco and susgar.

Altheough the city shops are without
stocks the stree are lined with sol-
dicrs offering supplies at high prices.

A general suspension of  passengzer
trains began today in an cffort to speed
the transportation of foodstufls from
Ziberia and South Russia to the North.

Mcembers of the railway men’s unions
are remaining at their posts trying to
maintain transportation but locomo-
tives and cars are ba4dly disabled and
itraffic is hindered by the ma s of
wandering soldiers from se¢ctions
o[ the country who insist that their
trains have precedencs over freight.

Former bank emploves in Moscow
and Petregrad still refuse to worlk un-
der the direction of the Smolny In-
stitute.  Withdrawals on checks are
limited to 500 rubles to cach depositor
daily and long lines form at the banks

{Continued on Page ¥our.) -

Wanted 300 Cars
Of Potatoes for
Uncle Sam’s Men

Seattle Quartermaster Depot
Calls for Bids for 1,250,000 |
Pounds of Spuds.

OTATO growers of the DPacific
- Northwest have been asked to fur-
nish Uncle Sam a million and a quar-
ter pounds of spuds—equal to 300 car-
loads.

Bids for this enormous lot have been
callad for by Col. eorge Ruhlan, in
charge of the United States Quarter-
master Depot in Seattle. One million
pounds of the tubers are for Camp
Lewis and a quarter of a million will
be distributed about the forts on Puget
Sound.

When Uncle Sam returns_from a
shopping tour he usually needs a half
dozen freight trains to haul home his
purchases. The Quartermaster Depot
in Seattlie has handied an enormous
amount of provisions since the United
States entered the war. In all more
than 2.600 tons of foodstufis are sent
monthly, either through or under the
ghrr:ctlon of the depot quartermaster
in Seattle to the American Take can-
tonment. the Sound forts and the forts
in Alaska.

Senate Committee to
Make Inguiries Into
Situation at Camps

W.—\SIIL\'GTON. Wednesday, Jan. 23
., —The Senate military commit-
tee’s general war inquiry, which was
suspended last wenk while the war
cabinct and munitions director bills
were prepared, will be resumed next
Saturday, when Maj. Gen. William
(GGeorgas, surgeon-general, U. & AL of
the army will testify regarding sani-
tary conditions at the cantonments
Inquiry  into cantonment constriuc.
tion, aviation service, including prog-
ress on the Liberty motor and ajr-
pane construction, is expected to fol-
low.
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NO PESKY CWVIC SLACKER
WHO HASN'T REGISTERE®S|
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Relative humidity, 83 per cent.

First low water.... 4:
| e

Probably rain tonight and Thursday; moderate southeasterly winds,
TEMPERATURE AT NOON TODAY, 47

Temperature during last twenty-four hours: Maximum, 48; minimum, 42,
Sunrise
S ,

R TIDES AT SEATTLE TOMORROW.
Iirst high water.., 4:21a.m.,, 11.9 ft. |} Sceond high water., 1:5
33a.m., 8.1fL } Second low waler... 9

48 a. m. Sunsct, 4:55 p. m.

DR . PARKER T
INVESTIGATE OS]
~OFLIVNG IN Y

Purpose of Inquiry Is to Meet
Argument of Shipyard Men
That.Pay. [s .Inadequate.

S a result of Tequest made by the
Seattle metal trades unions for an
upward revision of the shipyard wage
scale recently fixed by a government
commission, the United States Shipping
Board’s wage adjustment committee
has commissioned Dr. Carlton }. Par-
ker of the faculty of the University of
Washington, to make a complete sur-
vey of the cost of living in Seattle and
other Puget Sound cities.
The purpese will be to meet the
argument of the shipvard workers that
increases in food, clothing and Tfuel
prices and rentals have made the estab-
lished wages inadequate.
sUnien Approves Step.

The Seattle Metal Trades Council at
its weekly meeting last night in Metal
Trades Hall in the Ceollins Ruilding.
received official notice of Dr. Parker's
appointment, and went on record as
approving the s=tep taken by the gov-
ernment and as offering its cecopera-
tion. To that end the council issued
2 formal request that the Dbusiness
agents of the various metal trades
unjons constitute themselves a com-
mittee to work with the officers of
the council in gathering data for Dr.
Parker’s information.

“We have been notified that
Parker, who recently returned from
Washington, D. ., where he went on
Zovernment business, has been in-
structed to call upon us for all facts
and figures we have to support our
request for a reopening of the ship-
vard wage question,” said Bert Swain,
secretary of the Metal Trades Couneil,
this morning. “In view of that fact
we have deecided 1o call upon trade
unionists and others who have inves-
tigated the subject, to assist us in col-
Iecting information for Dr. Parker.

To Furnish Scientific Basis,

“We are hopeful that a survey made
by a student of Dr. Parker's standing
will give results that will .not only
convincee the gavernment of the justice
of ONr request for a Wage increase, but
fuarnish a scientific basis for the sct-
tlement of other wage dispuies in
Which increaged enst ‘of living figures.
CWe will be giad to receive and con-
sider data from any and all sources for
the purposes of this investigation.”

Shipyard wages for Seattie and all
other Pacific poaris were Tixed by the
so-caller Macy  commission,  whieh
visited this Coast lost fall. Last month
the Shipping Board, Navy Depart-
ment and the American Federation of
Tabor joined in makinzg a revision of
the Macy award with fhe result that
an increase of 10 per cent effective as
2 bonus on December 1 and as a
permanent increase on ebruary 1,
was granted.

Asxk for Readjostment.

TIn the revised agreement it was pro-
vided that should any union or num-
ber of unions feel that rising cost of
living had made the scale inadequate,
it might at any time after Febroary 1
apply for a readjustment. The attle
Metal Trades Council two weeks ago
made such an application.

At that time the Shippinz Board in-
structed the Seattle unionists to  be
prepared to snbmit data in support
af their petitisn to the hoard's wage
adjustment commitiee in Washington,
D. C, on or aifter February 1. Tt had
been the council's intention to send a
delegate tn Washington, D. C, to pre-
sent its data, hut it is quite possible,
now that Dr, Parker has b comnmiss
sioned ta make an investigation. that
the umnions will agree to be bound
by Dr. Parker's findings.
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D CHILD BURN

FORD CITY, Oni.. Wednesday, Jan.
283 —While her hushand Jax on the
zZround with a brolken arm sustained
in falling out of a window of their
burning homa unable to help them,
Mrs. Olive Prestman, 22 yerars old, and
her 2-year-old  son, (ordon, were
Lurncd to death ecurly today,

‘states forms the basis

GOMPERS URG
VE-HOUR DAY
A3 WAR MEASUR

Would Conserve Coal and Pre-
vent Rail Congestion,
He Says,

GARFIELD THANKS MINERS

Indianapolis Convention Takes
Up Bituminous Mine
Wage Scales.

NDIANAPOLIS, 1nd., Wednesday, Jan.
Sd—A universal  seven-hour day
during the period of the war, instead
of present spasmodic suspen n of in-
dustries by the Fuel Administration to
conserve coal and relieve railroad cou-
westion, was suggested today by Sam-
uel Gompers, president of the
can Federation of Labor, in a speech
to the convention of the United Mine
Workers.
»Thc tollowing telezram from ¥ederal
ifuel Administrator Garfield was read
Lo“thc convention this morning:
_“Please express to the convention my
sincere appreciation of their action in
ratifying by an overwhelming vote the
_‘\ashmg‘ton agreement, thus confirm-
ing the assurance given President Wil
son last November that the 1iners
would take this step as a practical
means of assuring uninterrupted worlk
at the mines. Ry {his vote the mine
workers have proved their understand-
ing of the present crises and have re-
sponded most patriotically.”
Discuss Wage Seale.
The miners today aguin took up the

question of changing the method of
negotiating wage contracts with the
bituminous coal operators, delegates

from soft coal ficlds ouiside of Indiana
Jilinois, Ohio and Western DTennsyvi-
vania. demanding that they be repre
sented in the interstate wage confer-
ences of those states. The wage agree-
ment made in_ the Middle Western
on which the
soft coal districts

contracts in other

are made.

Submarines Sink

Three Ships With
Loss of 850 Lives

Two Steamships Are Sent
Down in Mediterranean and
One in Mersey River,

ONDON, TWednesday, Jan. 23.—The

sinking of three ships with the loss

of nearly 8530 lives was announced in

the House of Commons this afternoon

by the parliamentary secretary to the
admiralty.

Two of the steamships were attacked
by German submarines in the Meditor
ranean on December 31 and destroyed.
The third was sunk in the mouth of

the Mersey River on the same day.

Seven hundred and eighty persons
perished when the vessels were lost in
the Mediterrancan, while ahout foriy
lives were lost in the sinking at the
meouth of the Mersey.

The announcement of the appalling
loss of life created a profound sensa-

tion.

Floods Cause Heavy
Damage in Germany;

Rail Traffic Crippled

JIAGUE, Wednesday, Jan.
damage is being caused
throughout Germany hy floods.  Ad-
vices {rom Berlin toduy =ay that a
tremendous fall of snow has becen suc-
ceeded by warm weather and rain and
that many streams are out of their
banks.

Hundreds of acres of farm lands are
under water, bridges have bern washed
away and scores of industries have
been compelled to shut down.

Railway traffic in some districts is
paralyzed and telegraph and telephone
services are crippled,

The greatest damage tn the muni-
tions industry has occurred in  the
Rhine Vallev, where thousands of «ol-
diers are emplayed in elearing away
the wreckage and falvaging property
floating in the water.

23—
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Three Americans Are

Killed in Action; No
Report of the Battle

WASITINGTON, Wednesday, Jan. 23.—
Gen, John J. Pershing. commander
of the United States Expeditionary
Forces in I'rance, today reported three
American infuntrymen Killed in sotion
on January 2I1.

He gave no detatls of the engagement.

The dead are:

Private Albert Cook: nearest friend,
DNelbert Cooots, West Almond, N, Y.

Private Harry V. Garman, Catawhba,

Va.
I'rivate I<co . Ra

Great Britain Spends
$37,575,000 Daily

Cleveland, O,

ONDON, Vednesday, Jan., 23.-~An-
drew Fonar Law, chancellor of 1he
exchequer, announced  today  in the
Jlouse of Commoens that the daily aver-
age of national expenditure - duriy
the seven weeke cending Junuary
was 337,570,500,

15
19

Ameri-

CAPTOR OF

JERUSALE

—Color cartoon by Martin frem phote frem Central News I'hoto Service.

Gen. Sir H.

This is the most recent portrait of
Jerusalem. It was made since he¢ took
in that region.

H. Allenby.

Gen. Sir 1. TI. Allenby, the captor of
over the command of the British forces

WILSON LEADER
WITHHOLD AGTION
ON GABINET BILL

Test of Strength on War Coun-
_cil Postponed by Adminis-
tration Forces in Senate.

(For FEdilorial Comment Sce Page )
ASHINGTON, Wednegday, Jan,
—-Conferences tod betwern Sen-

3.1

ate  administration  leaders  handling
T'resident Woodrow  Wilson's  fight
against the military committen’s bills

abinet and munitions
direcior, practically deeided that refer-
cenee of the war eabinet measure tn
the military committea will not he
opposed.  Thus the initial clash has
bern avoided.

This plan was decided upon,
istration spokesman said. not in fear
that they Ilacked votes for o test of
strength, but rather to avoid broaden-
ing the sehism with the White Haouse
and ulsn to follow usual procedure of

to creale a war

admin-

Iegzistation. Vigorous debate is  ex-

pected tomorrow if Chairman George

E. Chamberlain carries out his inten-
tion Lo reply to the I'resident,
Ta Naval Committee

After allowing the war cabinet bill

to zo to the military committer, aed-

ministration Ireaders plan to have |t

ajso yeferred to the naval committee,
The munitions director bill, pre-
viously reported, also is to be sent to
the naval committee,
In tomorrow's dehate Senator Chara-

berlain's supporters plan to bring up a
broad disenssion of army conditions

and the War Department’s reorganiza-
tion.

———————

WOULD SHORTEN COURSE
AT U. S. NAVAL ACADEMY

VASHINGTON,

dnesday,

duetion of 1the Anpapol
Academy ingtruetion course fram f(onr
te three Years aduring the war at the

T'rexident’s retion is0 provided  in
anc of the eighteen minor bills favor-
ably reported yvesterday by the Scnate

LABOR OF BRI
BACKS WARTO END
- ONWILSON'S AINS

[f Germany Refuses Terms,
“We Must Fight On,” Says
Leader Opening Session,

NC.'FT[N(;H’.\:\T,

¥ngland, Wednesday,

Jan. 2 At the opening today of
the annual labor  confrrence,  Frank
Purdy, the president, gald if Germany
wonld not gwee the terms President

Wilson, P'remni Jdoyd Georme and thae
Libor party had laid down as the mini-
nin, Cwe must tight o’

President TPurdy said t
the  declurati of Pre
and Premirr Lloyd  George,
could ¢l longer thut
fighting 3 o

“We s no signs added,
“that Germany and he s are will-
ing to accept the principles ennncinted
by Mr. Lloyd George, Mr. Wilson and
the Labor Party.”

Purdy said peace by negotiation while
Germany i occupying territory of

in view nf
dent Wilson
Germany
she was

other countries would be a victory. for
Germany.

The conference is larger in point of
1t

meambership than its predecessors.
is attended by $00 delegates, repres
ing nearly two nillion
trades unijons.

sphere IS 'Tense,
here somewhat

is

elec-
5 it _is belicved that the issues
sed will have & far-reaching
effect on the future of the party.

The climax is expccted to be recached

on a vote as to whether the labor
members will be called upon to leave
the cabinet.

“Peace, when it comes, must be a
general peace. 2 just peace, a lasting
peace, that will secure liberty and
freedom  for all nations, great and
small; & peace hased on the will of the

nroplte” said Purdy.

“lt must be 1 peace in which labor,
nationally an internationally, must
play its part ovder to secure fuil
and Tair eonsideration of its claims.
apprecite the Jofty |
which indueed the United States
join the Aliies.”

Whatever mizht he the view of the

{Cuntinued on [;ﬂ::;z‘fn n.}

(Continued on Ia gEE—l" ive)
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Bonats, Trains, Se
Present Costs in Many Cases
Declared Too High by
Commissioners,

BEANS SHOULD BE CHEAP

Charge of 20 Cents a Pound
Entirely Too Much, Ex-
perts Declare.

N plain, cold figures, The Seattle
Price Interpretation Board today
told Scattle housewives what ~they

ought to pay the retail grocers for 14
staple foed commodities.

"The first report of the board  was
completed today after several meet-
ings at which every element entering
into Lhe cost of doing business in Se-
attle was taken into consideration.
Iteports on other articles will be is-
sued as the committee determines the
basis on which the prices of those
other commodities should be fixed.

According to the statement issued
today, the housewife who has paid 20
cents a pound for small white beans.
even though she gave the order over
the telephone and the package was de-
livered, paid three cents a pound too
much, The highest price advised by
the board is 17 cents. 1fi the housewife
went to a “cash and carry” store and
tnok the package home herself, she
ought not to have paid- more than 135
cents a pound.

83 Cents for Corn Menl.

At most of the stores the housewife
ought not to pay more than 65 cents
for a ninc-pound sick of corn meal, in-
cluding delivery, although some of the
stores which give a great deal of serv-

ice can charge 70 cenls and come with-
in the officinl limit, said the board.

The finest Yakima potatoes ocught not
to cost more than 013 to .02l cents
@ pound.  Some Seattle retajl dealers,
awcecording to market quotations, have
been =elling second grade stock at
02t cents n pound.

A sack of fancy patent flour ought
not to cost more than $2.85 for a 49-
pound sack, savs the board. The mint-

mum price is $.!:.GO. Some Seattle re-
tuil dealers today quoted §2.95 for
funey patent.

While most of the prices are the same
or Inwer than the amount charged in
procery stores doing an average busi-
ness, & few of the prices reported by
the board are higher. Sugar stalls and
some of the smaller grocers today
quoted sugar at § cents a pound in
cight-pound packages, one-third of a
cent helow today’s official price fixed
1 the board. Some dealers offered
Yakima potatoes delivered and guar-
antecd to be first grade stock, for $1.85
A saclk. .

The lower price at which some ot
the commodities can be npurchased is
cxplained by the board on the ground
that some of the public market stalls

and a few of the “cash and carry”
icroceries, [requently specialize on a
e in_ article and sell at cost or

Lelow for advertisinz purposes.
I nir Prices Named.

“The board is publishing prices that
are considered to be a fair average,”
J. W, Godwin, chuairman, said. “We
did not think it would be fair to
take intoa consideration 'as special price
made on some articls leader and
figure that as an average.)”

I'ublicatinn of food prices the con-
sumer ought Lo pay is one of the
plans of the United States Food Ad-
ministration to keep the cost of Iiv
ing down as low as posxible and give
the eonsumer a basis ou which_to
extimate the maximum prices. A“'iln
thiz information the consumer is ex-
1rected to fix the prices at which food
will be sold by demanding the lowest
-ublished price.

Board Makes Esiimate.

In the instruetions sent out by the
Uuited States IMood Administration, it
is explained that the I'rice Interpreting
Board is not authegized to fix prices.
board is anthorized only to esti-
mate the priees =zt which the staple
food commodities “ought” to be sold
by the retailer under varyving condi-
tions. After the fizures are published
the consumer will be left to choose
which price he wants to pay for the
woods and how much he wants to pay
for service.

The priv in todar's report include
charged by the stores which
plan to give Lhe greatest quantity of
food for the least money for cash and
with & miniinum »of service. These
stores are represented by the lowest
prices in Lhe report. Stores which have
been giving the consumer a great deal
of service, which must be added to the
of the food. and doing a eredit
i, wre represented in the higher

The

To Be Corrccted Daily.

According to members of the Seattle
d., the prices puoblished today as a

s for the consumer’s information
are subject to chanze as  new  facts

comie to the committee. The figures
will be corrected daily to correspond
to market changes.

Following are the prices on the
fourteen commodities for today:

Sugar, granulated, per 100 pounds—
Retailers pay $7.75 Lo $7.20; consumers
_.should pay 8 1-3¢ te 19¢ per pound.

should pay Ten-pound

buge~—Retailer P 4713c to dliLe:
consumers should pay &3
Whole “Wheat Flour ag
Retailers pay to $2.37 consum-
ers  should  pa 3 te 3 Ton-
(Contirued on Page Three.)
~

Bank Clearings

SFATTLY.
Cleavings .. PR
Balances . ...

Tortiand.
Cicarings ..

Bulances ... ... ...
Spokanc.

Clearings ... .... .. .$1,031,206.00
Lalances ... ..., ... 299,230.00
Tacoma.

Clearings .... .... ....$% 706,882,010
Balances ... ..o aeaae ©3.920.00
" J

Local Patent Flour—4%-1b, bags: Re-
tailers pay $2.50 to  $2.57 consumers _
should pay s 2415-1b.
bags: Ttetailers pay §1. to 31.31;
consumers should y 5 to $1.45.

Graham  Flour—44 bags: Tle-
tailers pay §$2.° consumears




