	   Missoula County Air Stagnation Plan, Health Advisories

& Wild Fire Smoke Under Good Dispersion Conditions 

60 day  Board order effective 8/30/00
Episode

Stage

PM Level

Visibility Ranges
Health Descriptor* 
Health Effects
Cautionary Statements
Action
Good

0-39

10 miles and up

Good
None
None
Marginal

40-59

7 to 9 miles

Moderate
Possibility of aggravation of heart or respiratory disease among persons with cardiopulmonary disease and the elderly.
None

Poor

60-79

4 to 6

miles

Poor

None

Stage I

Alert

80-149

8 hour average

2½ to 3 miles 
Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups
Increasing likelihood of  respiratory symptoms in sensitive individuals, aggravation of heart or respiratory disease and premature death in persons with cardiopulmonary disease, smokers  and the elderly.
People with respiratory or heart disease, smokers the elderly and children should limit prolonged exertion and stay indoors.

Outdoor burning, incinerators and non-permitted stoves use suspended, permitted sources implement abatement plan, road depts. clean streets

Stage II

Warning

150-420

8 hour average

1 ¼ to 2 miles 

 
Unhealthy

150-214

8 hr. ave.
Increased aggravation of heart or respiratory  disease and premature death in persons with cardiopulmonary disease, smokers and the elderly; increased respiratory effects in general population. 
People with respiratory or heart disease, smokers the elderly and children should avoid prolonged exertion; everyone else should limit prolonged exertion.
Alert restrictions remain in effect plus, public advised to eliminate nonessential driving,  all stove permits suspended except sole source of heat.

Recommend no outdoor activity for persons under 18.

Stage II

Warning

same

1 mile 

Very Unhealthy

215-354

8 hr. ave.
Significant aggravation of heart or respiratory  disease and premature death in persons with cardiopulmonary disease, smokers, and the elderly; significant increase in respiratory effects in general population.
People with respiratory or heart disease, smokers the elderly and children should avoid any outdoor activity; everyone else should avoid prolonged exertion.

Same

Stage II

Warning

same

¾ mile or less
Hazardous

355-419

8 hr. ave.
Serious aggravation of heart or respiratory  disease and premature mortality in persons with cardiopulmonary disease, smokers, and the elderly; serious risk of respiratory effects in general population.
Everyone should avoid any outdoor exertion; people with respiratory or heart disease, smokers the elderly and children should remain indoors.

Same

Stage III

Emergency

420-500

24 hour

average

Same

Everyone should avoid any outdoor exertion; everyone  should remain indoors whenever possible

Warning restrictions remain in effect   Recommend cancellation of public gatherings  especially  athletic events, activities, and practices
Stage IV

Crisis

500 and above

24 hour average

same

Everyone should avoid any indoor and outdoor exertion; everyone  should remain indoors whenever possible

All  (indoor and outdoor) athletic events, activities and practices canceled.




* The output from particulate monitors of any type are to be assumed to be less than 2.5 micron mean diameter during a smoke episode for the purposes of the health descriptor.  e.g. the output from the PM10 teom will be considered to be all 2.5 micron material.

