
COMMENTS Washington Park Arboretum Interpretive & Wayfinding 
 
The University of Washington, the City of Seattle and the Arboretum Foundation are 
working together to develop an Interpretive & Wayfinding Plan as one of the priority 
projects identified in the WPA Master Plan.  
 
Progress to Date (October 2004)  

• Interviewed 12 groups and 68 individuals 
• Researched historical and existing documents 
• Mapped and observed existing conditions – signage, entrances, pathways, usage 
• Developed Significance Statements, Themes and Sub-themes for interpretation 
• Explored wayfinding strategies, signage options and technology choices 
• Held two public Open Houses 

 
Arboretum Stories:  Education & Interpretation 
1) How do you learn best about subjects and places such as the Arboretum? 
Rate the following methods according to your preference on a scale of 1 - 5.   
      1= like the most; 5 = like the least 

viewing interpretive panels alongside trails 1   2   3   4   5 
listening to cassettes / CDs / audio  1   2   3   4   5 
hands-on interactive exhibits   1   2   3   4   5 
talking about subject matter with experts  1   2   3   4   5 
guided tour     1   2   3   4   5 
programs / classes     1   2   3   4   5  
other ___________________________________________________________ 

  
Signage & Wayfinding at the Arboretum   
1) Where (specifically) do you typically enter WPA?  How long do you usually stay? 
What areas do you generally visit? When visiting where would you most likely look 
for directions and/or maps? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
            
             
             
 
We invite you to record any other comments you may have about the Interpretive 
& Wayfinding Planning and Implementation process on the back of this form. 
 
Would you like to receive periodic updates about the Interpretive & Wayfinding 
Planning and Implementation process?      
(optional) Name / Address / Email   
             
             
 
Return this form to:   Washington Park Arboretum 

Graham Visitor Center 
    2300 Arboretum Drive 
    Seattle, WA 98122 



 
Or access this form at http://depts.washington.edu/wpa/wayfinding.htm
 
Contact:  Jerry Ernst / phone: 206.652.0599 / email:  jernst@prrbiz.com

http://depts.washington.edu/wpa/wayfinding.htm
mailto:jernst@prrbiz.com


Other Projects at or near the Arboretum 
 
Madrona Terrace Project: This project will exhibit and interpret the plant 
communities from Asia, Chile and Cascadia (Northern California, Oregon and 
Washington) and the existing New Zealand Collection. It will also renovate the 
historic rockery at the intersection of Lake Washington Blvd. and Arboretum Drive 
East. Contact David W. Goldberg, Project Planner at (206) 684-8414 or 
davidw.goldberg@seattle.gov
 
Duck Bay Trail:  The shoreline and trail at Duck Bay, located near the Arboretum's 
Visitor Center, are heavily used and will be restored to address erosion problems.  
Project elements, which encompass parts of Foster Island, include re-grading the 
existing service road/trail, replacing the existing bridge and improving shoreline 
habitat.  Visitor access will be improved by establishing ADA accessibility. Canoe 
landing areas will also be created.  Contact Tim Motzer at 684-7060 or 
Tim.Motzer@seattle.gov  
http://www.ci.seattle.wa.us/parks/maintenance/arboretum.htm  
 
Arboretum Maintenance Jamboree: This multi-day maintenance event will 
undertake significant activities throughout that WPA and along Lake Washington 
Blvd.  It will require closing Lake Washington Boulevard and Arboretum Drive on 
October 22 and 23 from 9 am to 3 pm.  There will be limited access to Japanese 
Garden and playfield from Madison St.  Contact Rory Denovan at 684-4958 or 
Rory.Denovan@seattle.gov  
 
SR 520 Project:  Those concerned about SR 520 can check out the WSDOT web site 
at http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/projects/SR520Bridge/, or talk to Jonathan Dubman of 
the Montlake Community Council at 322-8899.  Kevin Stoops of Parks and recreation 
is also monitoring the project.  He can be reached at Kevin.stoops@seattle.gov.  
 
For more information about all Washington Park Arboretum Master Plan 
projects, please visit the following web site: http://depts.washington.edu/wpa   
 
 
We invite you to record any other comments you may have about the Interpretive 
& Wayfinding Planning and Implementation process here. 
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Thank you for your time and interest in the Interpretive and Wayfinding Plan 
 


