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2011 GRADUATE SURVEY RESULTS

Political Science - Seattle Campus

Political Science A&S Social Sciences College Of Arts And 
Sciences

Bachelor's Degree Recipients

471 100% 5,189 100%2,430 100%TOTAL NUMBER OF GRADUATES SURVEYED

Questionnaires:

338 72% 3,700 71%1,762 73%   Not returned ………………………………………………………………………

42 9% 406 8%208 9%   Not delivered by post office ……………………………

91 19% 1,083 21%460 19%   Returned by graduate …………………………………………………

Responding graduates currently:

69 76% 845 78%384 83%   Working ……………………………………………………………………………………

25 27% 269 25%100 22%   Attending or waiting to attend school ……

13 14% 110 10%48 10%   Unemployed ……………………………………………………………………………

Master's Degree Recipients

5 100% 451 100%151 100%TOTAL NUMBER OF GRADUATES SURVEYED

Questionnaires:

2 40% 290 64%102 68%   Not returned ………………………………………………………………………

16 4%3 2%   Not delivered by post office ……………………………

3 60% 145 32%46 30%   Returned by graduate …………………………………………………

Responding graduates currently:

106 73%34 74%   Working ……………………………………………………………………………………

3 100% 44 30%13 28%   Attending or waiting to attend school ……

11 8%1 2%   Unemployed ……………………………………………………………………………

Subsequent tables for master's degree recipients are not included because of the low number of respondents.

Doctoral Degree Recipients

7 100% 206 100%51 100%TOTAL NUMBER OF GRADUATES SURVEYED

Questionnaires:

2 29% 104 50%25 49%   Not returned…………………………………………………………………………

1 14% 10 5%2 4%   Not delivered by post office ……………………………

4 57% 92 45%24 47%   Returned by graduate …………………………………………………

Responding graduates currently:

3 75% 84 91%21 88%   Working ……………………………………………………………………………………

4 4%1 4%   Attending or waiting to attend school ……

1 25% 10 11%4 17%   Unemployed ……………………………………………………………………………

Subsequent tables for doctoral degree recipients are not included because of the low number of respondents.
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DEMOGRAPHIC SUMMARY - Bachelor's Degree Recipients

Political Science A&S Social Sciences College Of Arts And 
Sciences

Working

10 15% 136 17%61 16%JOB IS: Full-time, career field, permanent ……

22 33% 241 30%114 31%        Full-time, career field, will change 

15 23% 175 22%93 25%        Full-time, outside career field ……………

5 8% 93 11%39 11%        Full-time, temporary …………………………………………

14 21% 168 21%63 17%        Part-time ………………………………………………………………………

19 29% 214 27%104 28%WORK IS:    Definitely beneath my level ……………

20 30% 222 28%97 26%            Somewhat beneath my level …………………

27 41% 363 45%163 44%            At an appropriate level ………………………

8 1%3 1%            At too advanced a level ………………………

1 1% 43 5%17 4%ATTENDING   Yes, related to UW education …………

10 14% 101 12%48 13%SCHOOL?     Yes, career related, new area ………

6 9% 33 4%17 4%            Yes, not career related ………………………

52 75% 662 79%299 78%            No ………………………………………………………………………………

7 11% 107 13%43 12%MONTHLY INCOME:        Under $1000 …………………………

9 14% 125 15%55 15%                       1000- 1499 ……………………………

10 15% 132 16%61 16%                       1500- 1999 ……………………………

18 28% 150 18%77 21%                       2000- 2499 ……………………………

7 11% 85 10%46 12%                       2500- 2999 ……………………………

6 9% 72 9%35 9%                       3000- 3499 ……………………………

2 3% 31 4%13 4%                       3500- 3999 ……………………………

1 2% 28 3%15 4%                       4000- 4500 ……………………………

3 5% 24 3%12 3%                       4500- 4999 ……………………………

16 2%4 1%                       5000- 5499 ……………………………

1 2% 12 1%6 2%                       5500- 5999 ……………………………

1 2% 29 4%4 1%                       Over $6000 ……………………………

47 77% 571 75%256 74%JOB LOCATION:   King, Pierce, Snohomish ……………

1 2% 44 6%22 6%                Other Washington counties ………

6 1%2 1%                Alaska, Idaho, Oregon …………………

4 7% 42 6%22 6%                California, Hawaii …………………………

14 2%6 2%                Mountain states …………………………………

1 2% 19 2%8 2%                Central states ……………………………………

5 8% 32 4%17 5%                Eastern states ……………………………………

3 5% 33 4%15 4%                International ………………………………………

2 3% 17 2%9 2%JOB SEARCH: Newspaper ads …………………………………………………

20 27% 312 32%140 31%            The Internet ……………………………………………………

3 4% 42 4%20 4%            Professional organization …………………

1 1% 46 5%28 6%            Employment agency ………………………………………

36 4%10 2%            Faculty advisor or committee …………

43 57% 476 48%213 47%            Networking/personal contacts …………

6 8% 57 6%30 7%            UW Center for Career Services ………
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Attending School

2 9% 33 14%15 18%LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM: Bachelor's …………

1 5% 29 12%8 10%                              Terminal Master

8 36% 97 41%32 39%                              Master's/PhD ……

9 41% 58 24%21 25%                              Professional ……

1 5% 10 4%4 5%                              Vocational …………

1 5% 12 5%3 4%                              Other ………………………

2 9% 57 22%15 16%ARE YOU ALSO EMPLOYED? Yes, by the school ………

6 26% 50 19%16 17%                       Yes, other part-time …

4 17% 26 10%15 16%                       Yes, other full-time …

11 48% 124 48%49 52%                       No …………………………………………………

Unemployed

1 8% 9 9%5 12%REASON NOT  Volunteering ……………………………………………………

9 9%2 5%WORKING     Raising a family …………………………………………

1 1%            Taking care of an ill relative ……

1 8% 10 10%4 10%            Traveling, etc. ……………………………………………

5 42% 42 42%19 45%            Looking for work …………………………………………

1 8% 6 6%2 5%            Deciding what to do …………………………………

2 17% 7 7%3 7%            Taking time off ……………………………………………

2 17% 16 16%7 17%            Disillusioned about job search ……
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YesYesYesYes NoNoNoNo YesYesYesYes NoNoNoNo YesYesYesYes NoNoNoNoWhile a UW student, did you participate in:

54 32 669 382288 158Community volunteer service (outside of 
UW)

33 53 390 659174 271Community service as part of a UW course 
(Service learning)

28 57 310 740142 304A public service internship or other work-
based learning (for credit or pay)

16 69 326 72192 352Faculty research beyond being a research 
subject

No No No No 
contributioncontributioncontributioncontribution

Small Small Small Small 
contributioncontributioncontributioncontribution

Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
contributioncontributioncontributioncontribution

Strong Strong Strong Strong 
contributioncontributioncontributioncontribution

1 2 3 4 Mean S.D.

Political Science

A&S Social Sciences

College Of Arts And Sciences

Political Science

How has your participation contributed to your 
preparation and success in your current primary 
activity?

2.73Volunteer Service 1.06

2.56Service Learning 1.12

3.28Internship/Work-based 1.00

2.19Faculty Research 1.13

Political Science A&S Social Sciences College Of Arts And 
Sciences

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT - Bachelor's Degree Recipients

During the past year, how many hours each month, on average, did you devoted to volunteer work or a community 
action program?

37 42% 446 42%195 43%None

18 20% 240 23%104 23%1 - 3

14 16% 113 11%49 11%4 - 6

10 11% 82 8%33 7%7 - 10

10 11% 182 17%68 15%Over 10

In the past year, approximately how much have you contrubuted monetarily to charities or philanthropies?

61 69% 710 67%296 67%Less than $100

17 19% 181 17%80 18%$100 - 250

4 4% 67 6%33 7%$250 - 500

6 7% 50 5%19 4%$500 - 1000

1 1% 46 4%15 3%Over $1000

If I had to make my college choice over again, I would choose to attend UW.

3 4% 28 3%13 3%Strongly disagree

4 5% 46 5%19 4%Disagree

8 10% 117 11%45 10%Indifferent

21 25% 309 30%130 30%Agree

48 57% 522 51%227 52%Strongly agree
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STUDENT OUTCOMES - Bachelor's Degree Recipients

1 2 3 4 5 Mean S.D.

Political Science

A&S Social Sciences

College Of Arts And Sciences

Political Science

YOUR SKILLS: Rate yourself on each of the following 
abilities.

PoorPoorPoorPoor FairFairFairFair GoodGoodGoodGood Very GoodVery GoodVery GoodVery Good ExcellentExcellentExcellentExcellent

4.29Writing effectively 0.64

3.82Speaking effectively 0.88

4.23Critically analyzing written 
information

0.81

4.13Defining and solving problems 0.82

4.32Working and/or learning independently 0.77

4.13Working cooperatively in a group 0.78

2.6Using a foreign language 1.41

3.44Understanding and appreciating the 
arts

1.15

2.98Understanding and applying  
scientific principles  and methods

1.02

3.26Understanding and applying  
quantitative principles  and methods

1.02

4.20Understanding and appreciating 
diverse philosophies and cultures

0.79

4.02Understanding the interaction of 
society and the environment

0.96

4.07Working effectively with modern 
technology, especially computers

0.89

4.36Locating information needed to help 
make decisions or solve problems

0.80

4.08Using knowledge, ideas, or 
perspectives gained from major field

0.85

3.91Using knowledge, ideas, or 
perspectives gained outside major 

0.86

3.84Using management/leadership 
capabilities

0.88

4.32Recognizing your responsibilities, 
rights and privileges as a citizen

0.78
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STUDENT OUTCOMES - Bachelor's Degree Recipients

1 2 3 4 5 Mean S.D.

Political Science

A&S Social Sciences

College Of Arts And Sciences

Political Science

NECESSITY: How important are each of these abilities 
to your current primary activity?

Not Not Not Not 
ImportantImportantImportantImportant

Somewhat Somewhat Somewhat Somewhat 
ImportantImportantImportantImportant

ImportantImportantImportantImportant Very Very Very Very 
ImportantImportantImportantImportant

EssentialEssentialEssentialEssential

3.89Writing effectively 1.18

4.04Speaking effectively 0.92

3.96Critically analyzing written 
information

1.14

4.15Defining and solving problems 0.95

4.07Working and/or learning independently 0.96

3.99Working cooperatively in a group 0.93

2.06Using a foreign language 1.18

2.04Understanding and appreciating the 
arts

1.08

2.46Understanding and applying  
scientific principles  and methods

1.25

2.65Understanding and applying  
quantitative principles  and methods

1.25

3.3Understanding and appreciating 
diverse philosophies and cultures

1.35

3.05Understanding the interaction of 
society and the environment

1.43

3.84Working effectively with modern 
technology, especially computers

0.99

4.21Locating information needed to help 
make decisions or solve problems

0.91

3.14Using knowledge, ideas, or 
perspectives gained from major field

1.2

3.45Using knowledge, ideas, or 
perspectives gained outside major 

0.97

3.79Using management/leadership 
capabilities

1.06

3.52Recognizing your responsibilities, 
rights and privileges as a citizen

1.3
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STUDENT OUTCOMES - Bachelor's Degree Recipients

1 2 3 4 5 Mean S.D.

Political Science

A&S Social Sciences

College Of Arts And Sciences

Political Science

SATISFACTION: How satisfied are you with the 
University of Washington's contribution to your 
development in each area?

Not at allNot at allNot at allNot at all LittleLittleLittleLittle SomewhatSomewhatSomewhatSomewhat MostlyMostlyMostlyMostly VeryVeryVeryVery

4.2Writing effectively 0.86

3.55Speaking effectively 1.05

4.14Critically analyzing written 
information

0.85

3.71Defining and solving problems 0.94

4.05Working and/or learning independently 1.07

3.75Working cooperatively in a group 1.09

2.68Using a foreign language 1.3

3.13Understanding and appreciating the 
arts

1.25

3.13Understanding and applying  
scientific principles  and methods

1.02

3.21Understanding and applying  
quantitative principles  and methods

1.17

4Understanding and appreciating 
diverse philosophies and cultures

1.04

3.88Understanding the interaction of 
society and the environment

1.04

3.38Working effectively with modern 
technology, especially computers

1.14

3.80Locating information needed to help 
make decisions or solve problems

0.97

4.05Using knowledge, ideas, or 
perspectives gained from major field

0.99

3.72Using knowledge, ideas, or 
perspectives gained outside major 

1.01

3.37Using management/leadership 
capabilities

1.04

3.88Recognizing your responsibilities, 
rights and privileges as a citizen

1.05
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STUDENT OUTCOMES - Bachelor's Degree Recipients

1 2 3 4 5 Mean S.D.

Political Science

A&S Social Sciences

College Of Arts And Sciences

Political Science

In general, how satisfied are you  with your UW 
education with regard to each of the following?

Not at allNot at allNot at allNot at all LittleLittleLittleLittle SomewhatSomewhatSomewhatSomewhat MostlyMostlyMostlyMostly VeryVeryVeryVery

4.18Quality of instruction in your major 
field

0.88

3.87Quality of instruction outside of 
your major field

0.86

3.54Interaction with faculty outside of 
the classroom

1.21

2.78Assistance by faculty in pursuing 
your career

1.35

2.18Assistance in finding employment 1.14

3.18Academic advising 1.24

3.14Your readiness for a career 1.16

3.79Your readiness for advanced education 1.01
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CURRENT ACTIVITY ROSTER

Working Job Title Employer

Seminar Admin Asst. Wa State Bar AssociationPermanent in career:BACHELOR'S
Content Editor/Writer Lockerz
Financial Examiner Washington State DFI
Business development RescueVoice
Press Assistant Rep. Michele Bachmann
Supervisor Unified Grocers
Administrative Assistant Trade Development Allianc
Creative Director Cinesaurus
Project Manager Epic Systems
Customer Insight Res Lead Parallels
Legislative Assistant Washington House of RepsCareer, change likely:
Legislative Assistant WA House of Representativ
Nurse's Assistant Virgina Mason
Legislative Correspondent United States Senate
VP Sales
Park Ranger, GS-7 National Park Science
Legal Secretary Van Ness Feldman P.C.
CNA
Analyst UW
Legislative Assistant Wa, ST. House of Reps
Volunteer Coordinator Friends of Rob McKenna
Legal Assistant Robert M. Arim
Program Coordinator University of Washington 
TV Sales Assist. Komo 4 TV
Juvenile Legal Clerk Snohomish County
Teacher Hayward School District
NBC Page NBCUniversal
Assistant Manager Nordstrom
Legal Assistant Robinson Tait, PS
Legal Assistant King Co. Prosecutor's Off
Superintendant KLP INC
Front DeskNot career, full-time:
Store Manager Talls Camera
Receptionist PCL Civil Constructors
Logistical Planner Dendrean
executive assistant
IT Tech Columbia University
Assistant Manager Abercrombie & Fitch
Executive Associate Dir. YMCA
service manager cmg
Personal Assistant Desert Sun Tanning
Record Tech David Standford
Clinical Case Manager Navos Mental Health
Retention Project Coordin. Cascade CCNot career, temporary:
Executive Assistant
Fulbright ETA Fulbright 
Digital Comm. Coordinator Friends of Rob McKenna
Expeditor/Server Ivar's Salmon House
Officer US ArmyPart-time:
Staff Research Associate LA BioMed
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Working Job Title Employer

None
Staff Mud Bay, Inc.
Tutor TRSOL UW
Guide distributor Parks and recreation
Caregiver
Asst manager Talent Agency
Tutor big Braind EDU
Production Assistant America's Radis News
Youth Intern Crossroads Bible Church
office assistant my mom
English Teacher David's English Center
Assistant Professor Tufta UniversityPermanent in career:DOCTORATE
Full-Time Lecturer UWNot career, temporary:
Postdoc/staff UWPart-time:

In School Program Level InstitutionProgram Field of study

ScienceMasters/DoctoralBACHELOR'S UW/Island WoodEducation

Public Policy/Admin Northwestern UMasters

law William Mitchell (MN)J.D.

Law Penn State Lawlaw/ J.D

Public Policy Evergreen State CollegePublic Administration

Public Administration UW- SeattleEvans Schl of Pub.Affairs

TRSDL USC/ULSMKT USC

Counseling Gordan-ConwellMACO

Pre medicine Pre-Med Prerequisite Everett community collegeN/a

JDProfessional Seattle UniversityLaw School

Law Willamette UniversityCollege of Law

Law U of OLaw

Medicine U of MarylandSchool of Medicine

law Lewis & ClarkJ.D.

Law GonzagaJ.D

Law, Juris Doctor Lewis & Clark Law SchoolLaw & Juris Doctor

Public Service Law Seattle University1st year Law

Education UW BothellK-8 Teach Certification 

Historic PreservationTerminal Masters SCAD eLearningM.A.

LawVocational Highline CCParalegal Plus

Masters/DoctoralMASTER'S UWpolitical science

UWPhD Political Science

UWPhD in Political Science

Unemployed Type of work seeking

Law schoolBACHELOR'S

Any Work

Library/archive work

Not looking at the moment

Government/medical

Education

Legal assistant position

Federal Government
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not sureDOCTORATE
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