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We acknowledge that we 
reside on the ancestral lands 
of the Coast Salish peoples 
who have stewarded this land 
for generations. 

We pay our respect to the 
Elders and their descendants, 
past, present, and future, and 
honor with gratitude the land, 
plants, and animals. 



We will be 
recording 
today! Video 
will be 
available on 
our website if 
the speaker 
has given 
permission. 



Reproductive Bioethics: A Local 
and National Perspective

Objectives

1. Define reproductive bioethics;
2. Describe unique ethical challenges in teaching and 

practice;
3. Review recent local and national bioethics cases.
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Want to claim CME/CEU credits?
 

Fill out a survey after today’s session to receive the 
CME/CEU forms: 

https://redcap.iths.org/surveys/?s=RNJAEC8XWTERDJL9
*Note: please hold off on submitting your CME claim form until the end of our 

ethics forum series September 30, 2024. 

The CEU form can be submitted to your licensing board anytime and is for your 
tracking purposes only.
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UW Learners Only

TEXT 8810 to 833-394-7078
with your associated EMAIL ADDRESS

You should receive a reply text:
“Thank You John Doe, MD, we have recorded your attendance for DS2422: Ethics Education 

Series May 8, 2024. ”
NOTE: If you do not receive a reply text, your CME transcript will not document today’s meeting participation.

If you do not receive a message like the one above, STOP and sign-in the 
traditional way and claim credit using the following at Microsoft Forms Link.

Text to claim CME Credits!

In order to obtain credit for your participation, please text your attendance following the steps 
below within 60 minutes prior, during or after the activity. Make sure you have an account on 
the UW CloudCME page.

https://forms.office.com/r/DHc3TarbCS
http://www.uwcme.org/


TWO GREAT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES IN CLINICAL ETHICS

Advanced Training in Healthcare Ethics
Fall/Winter/Spring

3 online courses – start any quarter

Ethical Theory; Clinical & Organizational Ethics Consultation; Methods in Ethics 

Consultation

Learn More

Summer 
Seminar

July 29 – 31, 2024
online

Register now on 

our website!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
36th Annual 

Summer Seminar in Healthcare Ethics

UW School of  Medicine     DEPARTMENT OF BIOETHICS AND HUMANITIES HEALTH THROUGH SOCIAL JUSTICE

https://depts.washington.edu/bhdept/programs-courses-bioethics-training/advanced-training-healthcare-ethics-athe
https://depts.washington.edu/bhdept/programs-courses-bioethics-training/advanced-training-healthcare-ethics-athe
https://depts.washington.edu/bhdept/programs-courses-bioethics-training/2024-summer-seminar-healthcare-ethics


Save the Date
Bioethics Grand Rounds

Crowded Out: The Costs and Consequences of 
Crowdfunding Healthcare | 5/30/24 at 12pm

Harborview Ethics Forums

Supportive Housing| 6/12/24 at 12pm
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Today’s speaker:

Reproductive Bioethics: A Local 
and National Perspective

Dr. Ginny Ryan, MD, MA (bioethics)

Dr. Ryan joined the faculty of the University of Washington School 
of Medicine as Professor and Division Chief of REI in October 2020 
and also has privileges at the Fred Hutch Cancer Center, Seattle 
Children’s Hospital, and the Puget Sound VA. Under her leadership, 
the Division was recently granted initial ACGME accreditation for a 
fellowship starting 8/1/23.



Reproductive Bioethics: A Local 
and National Perspective

Ginny Ryan, MD MA
Professor, Ob/Gyn
Fellowship Director and Division Chief, REI 
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1. Define reproductive bioethics

2. Describe unique ethical challenges in teaching and 
practice

3. Review recent local and national issues in the field

Objectives



> Definition

> Traditional topics in the field 

> Emerging reproductive bioethics topics 

> Issues related to education

> Local and national challenges to professional development and practice

Outline



The study of ethical, social, and legal issues that arise in biomedicine and biomedical 
research:

Research ethics

Medical ethics

Environmental ethics

Public health ethics

Bioethics Definition - NIH



The dissociation of sex and 
reproduction led to a transformation 
of gender and kinship relations, 
while embryo and fetus diagnostics 
led to a shift from planning families 
to planning a child.

- Reproductive Ethics, from 
the Encyclopedia of Global 
Ethics, 2015

Reproductive Bioethics



“Reproductive ethics is concerned with the ethics surrounding human reproduction 
and beginning-of-life issues such as contraception, assisted reproductive 
technologies,… surrogacy, and preimplantation genetic diagnosis. Ethical issues 
specific to this field include…the introduction of technology into the reproductive 
process, distinctions between reproduction and procreation, the potential for 
abortifacient effects through the use of certain contraceptives, embryo & oocyte 
cryopreservation, embryo adoption & donation, uterus transplants, mitochondrial 
replacement/donation interventions; synthetic gametes, the exploitation and 
commodification of women for reproductive services (i.e., egg donation and 
surrogacy), and sex selection of embryos or fetuses.”

- The Center For Bioethics and Human Dignity

Reproductive Bioethics



> Forced sterilization 

> Contraception 

> Abortion and the definition of ”life” 

> Fetal protectionism and maternal rights

> Procreative liberty and reproductive justice 

Traditional Issues in Reproductive Bioethics



Efforts to “purify” the gene pool began with the eugenics movement in the late 19th 
century 

> Buck v. Bell (1927) codified the right of the state to involuntarily sterilize the “feeble 
minded” and “socially inadequate” for the welfare of society (“3 generations of imbeciles 
are enough”)

> Courts have put in place very strict procedural requirements to proposed sterilization 
• More recent push-back efforts to give cognitively impaired persons an equal opportunity to sterilization if 

supported by conservators

> Concerns re: paternalistic hurdles to sterilization (age, marital status)

Forced Sterilization



History repeats itself for marginalized women



Problematic legal and legislative action designed to protect the fetus as a 
separate entity from the pregnant woman after viability AND before viability

• Declining C-section for fetal well-being, dystocia 

• Use of alcohol in pregnancy

• Treatment of cancer in pregnancy 

• Substance use in pregnancy resulting in homicide charge

• Maintaining physiologic function after brain death

Fetal Protectionism and Maternal Rights



> These actions:
• ignore the fact that all competent adults are entitled to informed consent and bodily integrity  

• treat addiction and psychiatric illness as moral failings 

• discourage prenatal care, putting the fetus and physician-patient relationship at risk

• unjustly single out the most marginalized women 

• create the potential for criminalization of legal maternal behaviors (obesity, not taking FA…)

> AMA resolution 2022 protecting physicians and patients from civil and criminal 
prosecution

Fetal Protectionism 
and Maternal Rights

ACOG Committee on Ethics. Maternal Decision Making, Ethics, and the Law. 
Obstet Gynecol 2005;106:1127-37



Procreative Liberty

Procreative 
liberty = 
the 
freedom to 
decide 
whether or 
not to have 
children 

A deeply held moral and legal value 

A negative right = must be free from interference 

Denying this liberty denies or imposes a crucial self-defining 
experience and thus denies persons respect and dignity 

Widely acknowledged with natural conception 

A positive human right to access abortion, contraception, fertility 
care



Reproductive Justice defined in 1994 by black women to uplift the needs of 
marginalized women, trans people

> SisterSong: “the human right to maintain personal bodily autonomy, have 
children, not have children, and parent the children we have in safe and 
sustainable communities” 

> ACCESS – contraception, comprehensive sex education, STI prevention and care, 
alternative birth options, adequate prenatal and pregnancy care, domestic violence 
assistance, adequate wages to support our families, safe homes…

Procreative Liberty and 
Reproductive Justice



> Assisted Reproductive and other technologies 

> Gendered provider requests

> Exclusion of women / LGBTQI+ from research

> Differential reimbursement for reproductive HC

> Sexual assault, harassment, fraud in reproductive health

> (Mis)treatment of women’s pain

> The imperative of trauma informed care

Emerging Issues are Redefining 
Reproductive Bioethics



A Reproductive Bioethics Conference, 2024• Abortion in the Borderlands – Racism and Access

• Abortion Language and Care / Crisis Pregnancy Centers

• Conscience and Objection

• Physician Landscape Post-Dobbs

• Eugenics, Racial Capitalism, and the Family

• The ACOG “slap” and response

• A Reproductive Ethics Conference in Tx?

• Gender Affirming Care

• Female Elite Athletes’ Reproductive Health

• Advancing Maternal Health Justice / AI and the Maternal Health Crisis

• What is a Serious Genetic Condition?

• Gamete Donation / “Eggs-ploitation”

• Infertility, interpersonal violence, and trauma-informed care

• Posthumous reproduction

• Synthetic Gametes



> Contraception – OTC (Opill)

> Abortion and mifepristone

> Prenatal screening (and abortion)

> Fetal surgery (maternal – fetal surgery) 

> IVF (in vitro fertilization) 
• Cryopreservation of gametes, embryos, gonadal tissue

• Pre-implantation genetic testing

• Embryonic stem cell research / SCNT / mitochondrial transplant

Emerging and Controversial 
Reproductive Technologies 







• 3rd party reproduction with donor gametes (also non-IVF)

• Gestational surrogacy, uterine transplant and commodification of people

• PGT for sex / stem cell use / disability 

• Stem cell research / cloning 

• Appropriate disposition of extra embryos 

• Posthumous reproduction 

• Meaning of family and responsibilities to the offspring

ART = IVF = manipulation of both gametes outside of 
the body



Moral Status of the Embryo / Pre-Embryo



Designer Children?

PGT-A = aneuploidy 
(chromosome #, inclu. XY)

PGT-M = monogenic dz

PGT-SR = structural 
rearrangement

PGT-P = polygenic risk



Third party 
Collaborative 
Reproduction





- 4/3/24



Reproductive Bioethics Issues in Education and Training



- OB/Gyn particularly fraught rotation for clinical students (vs. Int Med, Peds)
- Resident COAs shorter than student COAs
- Fewer principles invoked by residents
- Residents sig. more likely to disagree with handling of the situation
- Both learner groups most likely to discuss Obstetrics situations
- Students sig. more likely to discuss Gyn Onc situations





“Certification by The American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology attests to the physician’s 
professional colleagues and to the public that the Diplomate possesses special knowledge and 
professional capability.  Each certificate granted or issued does not of itself confer or purport to 
confer upon any person any degree or legal qualifications, privileges or license to practice 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, nor does the Board intend in any way to interfere with or limit the 
professional activities of any duly licensed physician who is not certified by ABOG.  The privileges 
granted physicians in the practice of Obstetrics and Gynecology in any hospital are the 
prerogative of that hospital, not of ABOG. ABOG certifies as specialists those who voluntarily 
appear for the purpose of evaluation and certification.”

Board certification is voluntary

- Bulletin of the American 
Board of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology



- Passed June 11, 2020



WA State - Local Challenges and Opportunities





https://doh.wa.gov/you-and-your-family/sexual-and-
reproductive-health/abortion#How



Related Issues and Opportunities

> abortion training is a limited resource – can one screen learners?

> Provision of care for patients from out of state

• Medication abortion 

• Rural access and telemedicine / licensing issues



- From resolve.org and 
murray.senate.gov





Non-Hispanic white 
adults  vs. BIPOC 
adults





Related Issues and Opportunities

> Establishing and disseminating protocols for safe IVF care

> Provision of care for patients from out of state

• IVF care / storage of human tissues

• High complexity IVF care



Thank you!
grb18@uw.edu


