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SEA-TRAC – Structure

Administrative Core
Strategic planning
Seminars, Conferences, Workshops
Operational Management, Website
Fundraising

External Partners (NIH, EAC, etc.)

Development Core
TB Undergrad Program
TB Scholars Program
TB Leadership Program
eCurriculum

Basic Science Core
Training and consulting 
in TB microbiology & 
immunology

Clinical & Translational 
Science Core
- Training and consulting in 

clinical sciences
- Expand local/international 

collaborations

Data Science Core
- Training and consulting 

in TB data science
- “Hackweek”

Biospecimens

High-throughput 
data

Analysis & 
Training

Clinical data

Study design
Modeling

NI Awards
N2TB Award

Support Grants

Member
Feedback
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Clinical & Translational Sciences Core (CTSC)
Co-Directors:

Paul Drain, MD, MPH  David Horne, MD  Rhea Coler, PhD
Depts of Global Health,  Dept of Medicine (Pulm/Crit Care) Seattle Children’s Research

 Medicine (ID), and Epidemiology     InstituteRecently became Assistant Dean
of DEI in SoM
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CTSC:  Gaps, Central Objective, and Primary Goals

Existing Gaps

• Development support for individual trainees

• Research grants for pilot research projects

• Support for TB-specific education and training

Central Objective

• To provide expertise for a broad array of clinical research topics, provide shared research 
support for resources, services and training, and to strengthen TB clinical research through 
domestic and international collaborations.

Primary Goals 

• To educate and train new investigators, including people working in TB-endemic countries

• To leverage existing biorepositories to catalyze TB research and generate preliminary data 
using the UW research network in Latin America, sub-Saharan Africa, and Asia. 
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Advanced TB Research Training Course

• Annual 1-week course in September

• Over 300 participants worldwide in 2023

• Clinicians, Researchers, Students, Public Health, Disease Modelers, 
Faculty, Policy Experts, Business leaders, Advocates, etc.

• Covered diverse TB themes, and from basic to clinical to 
modeling research topics 

o Mon:  Immunology and Vaccines

o Tues:  Pathogenesis and Treatment

o Wed:  Biomarkers, Diagnostics, & Case Finding

o Thurs:  Aerobiology, Transmission & Prevention

o Fri:  Disease Modeling, Implementation Science, and 
Advocacy
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CTSC:  Access to Biospecimens

Foster and catalyze collaborations with investigators with established cohorts, robust clinical 
databases, and biospecimens for advancing basic, translation, and clinical TB research

• The CTSC will support a database of investigators (“authorizing investigators”) with biospecimens 
relevant to TB research who are willing to collaborate with SEA-TRAC investigators, including access 
to a well-characterized biorepository of individuals with TB, their close contacts, and healthy 
controls.  

• The database will include specimen type, collection protocols, and the types of clinical and 
demographic data that is available. Specimens remain with the authorized investigators.

https://seatrac.uw.edu/resources/biorepository 

https://seatrac.uw.edu/resources/biorepository
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CTSC:  Access to Biospecimens
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Integration with other TB Biorepositories

Repositories and Clinical Data

• UC-San Francisco

• UC-Berkeley

• Emory University

• Johns Hopkins University
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Questions

Paul K. Drain, MD, MPH   Rhea Coler, PhD
University of Washington    Seattle Children’s Research Institute  
pkdrain@uw.edu      rhea.coler@seatttlechildrens.org 

mailto:pkdrain@uw.edu
mailto:rhea.coler@seatttlechildrens.org
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