Town Meeting Grading Rubric

Town Meeting

	Description
	Expert 
	Accomplished
	Developing
	Beginning

	Clarity of Position
	· Student expresses a well-thought out, detailed position

· Refers explicitly to primary and secondary sources to support their position

· Responds to challenges from classmates with additional information to support their position 
	· Student expresses a well-thought out, detailed position

· Refers explicitly to primary or secondary sources to support their position


	· Student expresses a well-thought out, detailed position


	· Student’s opinion is clear, but contains little detail to support it

	Participation in Meeting
	· Considers others’ points of view, as evidenced by rebuttals or adjustments in position

· Raised her/his hand at least three times

· Supported other group members in their arguments
	· Considers others’ points of view as evidenced by rebuttals or adjustments in position

· Raised her/his hand at least three times


	· Considers others’ points of view as evidenced by rebuttals or adjustments in position

· Raised her/his hand at least two times


	· Raised her/his hand at least two times




Editorial

	Description
	Expert
	Accomplished
	Developing
	Beginning

	Clarity of Position
	· Student expresses a well-thought out, detailed position

· Student explicitly addresses likely arguments against their position and gives data to contradict them
	· Student expresses a well-thought out, detailed position

· Student begins to consider contradictory arguments
	· Student expresses a well-thought out, detailed position


	· Student’s opinion is clear, but contains little detail to support it

	Use of Evidence
	· Uses at least four pieces of evidence from primary and secondary sources to support their position

· Cites the source of their evidence


	· Uses at least three pieces of evidence from primary or secondary sources to support their position

· Cites the source of their evidence
	· Uses at least two pieces of evidence from a primary or secondary source

· The source of the students evidence is unclear
	· Uses at least one piece of evidence

· Student shows little indication of the source of her/his evidence

	Choice of Newspaper to address
	· Student gives a clear and cohesive explanation as to why she or he chose this newspaper to write to, invoking reasons relating to her/his position in the debate, targeted audience, and desired outcome.
	· Student gives a clear and cohesive explanation as to why she or he chose this newspaper to write to, invoking reasons relating to her/his position in the debate.
	· Students explanation is unclear, or she/he gives few reasons
	· Student mentions the choice of newspaper, but gives little detail about her/his reasons for writing.


