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lumbia, to take up his new position.3 
Over the next year and a half, Marko 
kept a journal in which he recorded 
details related to the daily workings of 
the mine and his interactions both 
with Ikeda, his boss, and other Japa-
nese employed as miners, as well as 
their dealings with the non-Japanese 
who had settled in Jedway, just four 
and a half miles to the west on the 
shore of Skincuttle Inlet, where a gov-
ernment mining office had recently 
been established.4

Based on trust and mutual regard, 
Marko’s friendship with Ikeda would 
end only with Marko’s death in a min-
ing accident in May 1909. Each man 

In the fall of 1907, Arichika Ikeda, 
owner and operator of the Ikeda 
copper mine on Haida Gwaii, 

known to British settlers as Queen 
Charlotte’s Islands,1 met with the 
27-year-old miner and prospector Jo-
seph Marko in Vancouver, B.C., re-
garding a position open at Ikeda Mine 
as mine supervisor. Both men had 
been born in other parts of the world, 
Ikeda in Japan and Marko in Germany, 
but had been drawn to the western 
coast of North America by its indus-
trial potential, one settling just north 
and the other just south of the Can-
ada-U.S. border. Ikeda, an entrepre-
neur who figured prominently in the 
early development of the Japanese im-
migrant community in British Colum-
bia, was a principal in the firm of 
Awaya, Ikeda and Company Ltd.2 
Marko, a naturalized U.S. citizen, had 
settled in Washington State and had 
traveled north to meet with Ikeda in 
Vancouver. Their exchange that day 
was clearly a cordial one. By the time it 
concluded, Ikeda had hired Marko as 
mine superintendent. Less than three 
weeks later, just six days after the birth 
of his son, Marko left his home in 
Washington State for Ikeda Bay on 
Moresby Island, some six hundred 
miles north off the coast of British Co-

appears to have taken genuine pleasure 
in the other’s company at a time when 
ever more rigid racialized divides or-
dered social relations in most parts of 
British Columbia and the U.S. Pacific 
Northwest. Unusual as it was in its 
time, their friendship arguably gives us 
a glimpse of an “alternate frontier” that 
might have evolved in the North Amer-
ican West—made possible in part by 
the fact that Haida Gwaii itself func-
tioned as a North Pacific borderland 
during the early 20th century.5 Border-
lands, as Mary Dudziak and Leti Volpp 
remind us, are not just “physical 
zones where . . . the ‘territorial and 
legal limits of [nation states] are . . . ne-
gotiated.’” They are also “contact zones 

Arichika Ikeda (at right) and Joseph 
Marko (at left) stand in front of recently 
purchased mining equipment on the wharf 
at Ikeda Bay in 1908. (Nancy Jo Marko 
Taylor Fonds, Haida Gwaii Museum at Kay 
Llnagaay, Skidegate, B.C., Ph.06096.17)
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between ideas [and cultures], . . . spaces 
of ideological ambiguity that can open 
up new possibilities of both repression 
and liberation.”6 Often transient and 
unstable, they function as “interstitial 
zones of hybridization,” “where polit-
ical designations and absolute demar-
cations [are] contested and sub-
verted.”7 As such, they are also regions 
that can give us glimpses of “other 
Wests” or alternate frontiers such as 
those contemplated by Richard White 
and Jay Gitlin.8 Formed at a time when 
a center of colonial government had 
only recently been established on 
Haida Gwaii and when developers 
from various parts of the world—Can-
ada, Japan, the United States, and Eur-
ope—were just beginning to explore 
the islands’ economic potential, the 
distinctive society that existed for a 
time at Ikeda Bay was made possible in 
part by the very instability and transi-

ent nature of this borderland region, as 
well as by the distance that set Haida 
Gwaii apart from the B.C. mainland.

Located roughly 80 nautical miles off 
the coast of northern British Colum-
bia, Haida Gwaii comprises two major 
islands known to British settlers as 
Moresby and Graham Islands as well as 
a number of smaller islands. Even to-
day, the islands of Haida Gwaii remain 
relatively remote, especially in the fall 
and winter when the rough waters of 
the Hecate Strait regularly force the 
cancellation of the weekly ferry from 
Prince Rupert on short notice. The is-
lands were even less accessible a cen-
tury ago, when settler contact with the 
mainland depended on oceangoing 
steamers that visited just once or twice 
a month to deliver supplies or to load 
mineral ore and other raw materials 
for shipment to various locations 

along the B.C. coast and beyond.9

Despite its remoteness—or perhaps 
because of it—Haida Gwaii was 

imagined by both Japanese- and Euro-
Canadian settlers and colonists as a 
place ripe for development, capable of 
functioning as an empire in its own 
right. After visiting the islands in 1908, 
a trip that included a stop at Ikeda 
Mine, British Columbia’s attorney 
general, William J. Bowser, compared 
the Queen Charlotte Islands to New 
York State, declaring that they made 
“an empire [all] by themselves, lying 
out there on the Pacific Ocean.”10 The 
optimistic editors of Queen Charlotte 
Notes were equally convinced of Haida 
Gwaii’s potential for exploitation. The 
Queen Charlottes, they declared in 
1909,

are destined to become a busy commercial 
and mining centre. Already their coal, gold, 
farming, fisheries and lumbering have 
attracted universal attention and capitalists 
are already investing—while sufficient 
development work has been done to 
demonstrate beyond a doubt a bright and 
prosperous future for this new empire of 
vast resources.11

Also of interest to the Japanese- and 
Euro-Canadian investors who viewed 
Asia as a promising market for fish and 
timber produced on the islands were 
the rich copper and iron ore reserves 
on Haida Gwaii.12

In addition to its rich timber and min-
eral resources, the geographical loca-
tion of Haida Gwaii some 80 nautical 
miles off British Columbia’s mainland 
was itself key to the intense interest in 
the settlement and industrial develop-
ment of the islands. Like Euro-Cana-
dian and other boosters, Japanese de-
velopers believed that once the Grand 

Ikeda (at right) erected this arch decorated 
with the B.C. and Japanese flags to 
welcome British Columbia’s attorney 
general, William J. Bowser (second from 
left), and other visiting dignitaries to Ikeda 
Mine on August 13, 1908. (Royal B.C. 
Museum and Archives, Victoria, B-03125)
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Trunk Pacific Railway was completed, 
Prince Rupert, its terminus, would 
quickly become the major port on the 
Canadian Pacific coast and would de-
velop close trading ties with Japan and 
other parts of Asia, given that the 
ocean journey across the Pacific from 
Prince Rupert to Japan took just 12 
days, fewer than that from Vancou-
ver.13 In the 1920s, Jinshirō Nakayama, 
editor of a seminal prewar history of 
Japanese immigrants in Canada, re-
ported that Mitsui, one of the leading 
zaibatsu (industrial conglomerates) in 
Japan, was just one of several Japanese 
companies that had planned to estab-
lish direct shipping routes between Ja-
pan and Prince Rupert as soon as the 

railroad was completed.14 The Meiji 
government’s own keen interest in 
Prince Rupert was reflected in the 
award it presented to Charles Melville 
Hays, president of the Grand Trunk 
Pacific Railway, in 1904 to express its 
appreciation for his efforts in aiding in 
the development of closer ties between 
Japan and Canada’s Pacific coast.15

While Prince Rupert sparked interest 
among industrialists because the trip 
from there to Asia was shorter than 
that from Vancouver, Queen Charlotte 
Islands appealed because the ocean 
journey across the Pacific to China and 
Japan was shorter still than that from 
Prince Rupert by more than a day.16 As 

did investors in Japan, local Japanese 
settlers also envisioned the archipelago 
they called Kuichi Airan (a phonetic 
adaptation of Queen Charlotte’s Is-
lands) as a place where Japanese com-
munities and businesses could readily 
expand, unhindered by race-based ani-
mus and constraints. As early as 1902, 
Nakayama reported, one Japanese en-
trepreneur invested the profits he 
made from producing and selling 
canned and dried fish and fish oil to 
China in the purchase of 640 acres on 
one of Haida Gwaii’s smaller islands, 
which he asserted had already been 
abandoned by hakujin (白人) (white 
people), in order to establish a Japa-
nese village there.17 On the one hand, 

Awaya, Ikeda and Company invested heavily to develop the mine’s infrastructure, shown on this map. (Map by Sebastian Dalgarno)
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Japanese settlers on the islands shared 
with their Euro-Canadian neighbors 
both the assumption that Haida Gwaii 
was terra nullius and the belief that any 
indigenous people who had once lived 
on or near Moresby Island where Ikeda 
Mine was located had abandoned it in 
the wake of the epidemics that swept 
through the islands during the 19th 
century.18 On the other hand, even as 
Japanese immigrants generally used 
the word dojin (土人) (barbarian) to re-
fer to indigenous people in North 
America,19 some imagined that they 
had a special “blood” connection to 
those who lived on Haida Gwaii and 
the western coast of Vancouver Is-
land.20 Although such claims were 
partly grounded in a determination to 
resist white racism, they also suggested 
that those who asserted such claims 
believed that the presence of Japanese 
on these islands was justified in ways 
that the presence of Euro-Canadians, 
who did not share such ties, was not. 
Reflecting on the number of items 
originating in Japan that regularly 
washed up on the western shores of 
Haida Gwaii, Nakayama and others 
speculated that ancestral ties must ex-
ist between Japanese and the indige-
nous people whose home the islands 

were, given that Japanese fishermen 
had drifted eastward on the Japan Cur-
rent and, presumably, been cast ashore 
on these islands over the centuries. If 
they did not perish alone on some 
small deserted island where they were 
stranded, he mused, they might well 
have been absorbed into local indige-
nous communities. That particular 
kinds of cooking pots and serving 
utensils used on Haida Gwaii were 
similar to those used in Japan, together 
with the fact that the facial structure of 
some Haida people so closely resem-
bled that of Japanese that they could 
have been mistaken for one another, 
Nakayama argued, demonstrated the 
veracity of this claim.21 Flotsam cast 
ashore on the beaches of Haida Gwaii 
was also a reminder that—geographi-
cally distant as they were from each 
other—only open ocean separated 
Kuichi Airan from Japan. A tanka writ-
ten by Arichika Ikeda to celebrate the 
New Year in 1914 reflects his awareness 
that Japan was separated from North 
America only by sea and sky:

Looking at the sky where I was born 
I pray with my head down.22

Born in Niigata Prefecture in 1864, 
Ikeda was one of a small group of 

adventurers identified in prewar Japa-
nese-language histories as heroes (雄) 
or pioneers who “parted the grass” to 
establish a foothold for other Japanese 
settlers in an unfamiliar land.23 Largely 
born or raised during the Meiji period, 
1868-1912, when Japan’s leaders em-
barked on a concerted effort to mod-
ernize and industrialize Japan, these 
men exemplified the colonial and en-
trepreneurial spirit of the age. For 
them, the western coast of North 
America was located not on the west-
ern edge of an economic empire cen-an economic empire cen-
tered in London or the United States, 
but on the eastern edge of an ex-
panding trade network centered in 
Japan that extended across the Pacific. 
There lay not only Ikeda’s primary 
market but also his sources of both la-
bor and capital.24 Before turning his 
attention to Moresby Island, Ikeda, like 
others among his contemporaries, had 
traveled the length of the north Pacific 
coast. He had lived for a few years each 
in Vacaville, California, and Sitka, 
Alaska; panned for gold in the Klon-
dike; pursued a prospective coloniza-
tion project in northern Mexico; and 
established a fish oil and fertilizer plant 
near Nanaimo, B.C., as well as a her-
ring saltery at nearby Departure Bay.25 
It was while Ikeda was searching for 
new fishing grounds in the waters 
around Haida Gwaii to supply the salt 
herring market he had opened in 
China in 1906, his son-in-law recalled, 
that Ikeda went ashore at Moresby Is-
land and learned of the existence of 
copper there.26 By the end of that first 

Ikeda’s partner Shinazo Awaya (at left) 
was based in Japan but visited the mine on 
occasion. He, Ikeda (with his right hand 
on the halibut), and their employees are 
pictured, circa 1909, at the entrance to 
Ikeda Bay, with the wharf and ore bunkers 
on the left. (Phillips/Dalzell Fonds, Haida 
Gwaii Museum, Ph.02398)

I made up my mind to put all my effort into 
 my work. 
To see the sun rise on the New Year’s  
 morning 
my heart is full of emotion. 
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year, the Prince Rupert Optimist re-
ported, a total of 47 mineral claims 
had been staked by Japanese fishermen 
on the island—a majority of them, if 
not all, by Ikeda himself.27

The mineral claim names chosen by 
Ikeda—an educated man who had 
studied classic Chinese literary texts, 
English, and medicine in Japan before 
leaving for North America28—reflect a 
whimsical and even poetic bent of 
mind. Most of the names refer to flow-
ers or blossoms, including Lily, Peach, 
Sweet Pea, Pansy, Orchid, Carnation, 
Apple, Lemon, and Wisteria.29 Taken 
together, the claims that Ikeda staked 

on behalf of Awaya, Ikeda and Com-
pany extended across the cliffs that 
surrounded the bay, overlapping “in 
such a way that it would be a very 
clever man who could find room on 
the bay or the surrounding hills for an-
other claim.”30 Located on the north-
ern side of a deep, sheltered cove 
known to the Haida people as Guuna 
GawGa (Bare Bay) and later called 
Ikeda Bay by local settlers, the Lily was 
the claim that was most extensively 
worked.31 Ikeda Creek, fed by two 
smaller streams named Lily and Car-
nation Creeks after adjacent claims, 
flowed into Ikeda Bay near a midden 
that attested to the historical presence 

of the Haida people who lived in the 
village known as Guuna Llnagaay 
(Bare Village) once located at that 
site.32

As the operator of the only truly suc-
cessful mine in the area, Ikeda played a 
key role in the copper rush that brought 
settlers and developers to Moresby Is-
land during the early years of the 20th 
century.33 Despite widespread pros-
pecting and interest in mining copper 
on Moresby Island during the first 
years of the 20th century, Ikeda Mine 
was the only copper mine to become 
economically viable.34 It succeeded 
where other copper mining ventures 

The mineral claims staked by Ikeda overlapped in such a way that it would have been nearly impossible for anyone else to stake a claim 
in the area. (Map Shewing [sic] the Property of the Ikeda Mines Limited, Ikeda Bay, Queen Charlotte Islands, B.C., ca. 1910, binder 16, 
Phillips/Dalzell Fonds)
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mine at the time of his visit were Japa-
nese.37 By February 1908, the Prince 
Rupert Empire reported, the mine em-
ployed 118 Japanese and 2 white men, 
although Marko later noted at year’s 
end that the 2 white men they had 
hired stayed for just three months and 
that they were once again relying solely 
on Japanese labor.38

When Marko first arrived, the Japanese 
miners, who numbered 130 at the end 
of 1907 and worked in three shifts a 
day under the supervision of four fore-
men,39 used tools deemed primitive 
when compared to those used by Euro-
Canadian miners. Nogero himself per-
ceived Japanese methods as such, re-
counting that when he first visited 
Ikeda Mine, “miners brought from Ja-
pan” worked with “Single Jack ham-
mers” that were “more adapted for the 
purpose of putting down a carpet than 
for the drilling of rock.”40 This changed, 
however, when Ikeda hired Marko, an 
experienced miner and mining engi-
neer, and sent him to Vancouver to buy 
new mining equipment, including a 
compressor, a few months later.41

Marko began work at Ikeda Bay on 
October 20, 1907, arriving there after 
a six-day journey from Seattle.42 
Given that he did not yet have a resi-
dence of his own, Marko appears to 
have stayed with Ikeda during his first 
months at the mine. The two men 
worked closely together, planning im-
provements at the mine and sharing 
both meals and holiday celebrations. 
Marko’s regard for Ikeda and his firm 
was evident from the start. On Decem-
ber 24, 1907, Marko wrote to his 
brother explaining that he “ha[d] 
charge of the mine here and the Com-
pany are very nice people.”43

did not in part because the vein of cop-
per that Ikeda had discovered was 
purer and of higher quality than other 
veins in the area. Also a factor was 
surely the concerted effort with which 
Ikeda pursued the mining venture. 
Awaya, Ikeda and Company, capital-
ized at $75,000, invested $60,986 in de-
veloping the infrastructure of the 
mine, including building a substantial 
wharf, a tramway and ore bunkers, a 
barn, a blacksmith shop and assay of-
fice, as well as bunkhouses and other 
dwellings.35 Ready access to labor was 

also likely a factor. Ikeda’s son-in-law 
reported that a group of 70 laborers 
was brought from Japan to work the 
mine when it first opened and that, 
within just a few years, as many as 150 
miners were employed at Ikeda Mine, 
nearly all Japanese and many brought 
directly from Japan for that purpose, 
to the point that the area surrounding 
the mine reportedly came to be known 
locally as “little Japan.”36 Nogero noted 
that when he visited the mine soon af-
ter Marko was hired, Ikeda told him 
that 82 of the 83 men working at the 

Above: Two men standing by the tramway, 
circa 1908. Ready access to Japanese labor 
was likely a factor in the Ikeda Mine’s 
success. (Royal B.C. Museum and Archives, 
H-04576) Below: The air compressors and 
engine room at Ikeda Mine. (Royal B.C. 
Museum and Archives, B-03127)
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The bond Marko and Ikeda formed 
appears only to have grown over 

time. On January 1, 1908, the first New 
Year’s holiday he had spent away from 
his own family, Marko wrote, “This 
day I will never forget as it was cele-
brated here on the Japanese place.” It 
began with “a Japanese breakfast” and 
“passed nicely,” ending with a Japanese 
dinner at which “everyone seemed to 
have enjoyed themselves.” After dinner, 
he added, “I took a walk down on the 
warf [sic] the tide was very low the hill 
tops were covered with snow and the 
moon came out from behind the 
mountain top. It seemed like all a 
dream to me.”44 On January 2, Marko 
reported, “The Japanese Boys are cele-
brating more today than yesterday.”45 
By January 3, when an “extreme high 
tide” allowed them to float the old 
sternwheeler that Ikeda had decided to 
convert into a bunkhouse onto its new 
foundation, Marko had become some-
what frustrated with some of “the Boys” 
who continued to celebrate. That night, 
however, he read a Japanese story—
presumably given to him by Ikeda—
about a “gold demon,” in translation.46 
Two nights later, following a visit by 
two Euro-Canadian residents of nearby 
Jedway, one of whom stayed overnight, 
Marko, Ikeda, and their guest “played 
the gramophone and had Japanese can-
dies,” all in all “a pleasant evening.”47

Residents of Jedway, where a mining 
recorder’s office for the Queen Char-
lotte Islands had recently been estab-
lished and a provincial constable was 
based,48 regularly walked the four and 
a half miles over the rise that separated 
Jedway from Ikeda Bay or traveled by 

launch to visit the mine.49 Residents at 
the mine also visited Jedway. On Janu-
ary 7, Marko recorded that “Mr. Ikeda 
& Ohashi [one of Ikeda’s right-hand 
men] were over to Jedway today via the 
new trail and came home pretty wet.” 
Ohashi, Marko added, had brought 
him “some pretty postals to send to 
Lena they are fine.”50

In April, at the end of the visit to Van-
couver and Seattle during which Marko 
purchased the compressor for the mine 
and was taken to a “swell supper” at a 
Japanese restaurant by “the Boys,” Mar-
ko’s wife, Lena, and his new son re-
turned home to the mine with him.51 

He and Ikeda had settled on the “choic-
est” site for the Markos’ new home two 
months earlier, and when he and his 
family arrived on April 22, Marko noted 
in his journal, “Mr. Ikeda had just fin-
ished the house.”52 They “took supper 
with Mr. Ikeda” that evening, and, a few 
days later, “Mr. Ikeda and the Boys 
brought the Phonograph,” had lunch, 
and “spent part of the afternoon” with 
Marko and his family, after which they 
all “took a walk up to the mine with 
baby in the buggy.”53

More celebrations followed. April 28, 
Marko noted, was a “Celebration day 
for Ikeda Bay,” because it marked “2 

Above: Awaya, Ikeda and Company 
invested $60,986 in developing the 
infrastructure of the mine. Pictured here in 
1908 is the entrance to Tunnel Number 1, 
as well as a cabin or bunkhouse, an ore bin, 
and the powerhouse. (Royal B.C. Museum 
and Archives, B-03126) Below: Ikeda 
converted the Dawson, an old sternwheeler, 
into a bunkhouse. (Royal B.C. Museum 
and Archives, D-00562)
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years since Mr. Ikeda first came here.”54 
On July 1, they celebrated Dominion 
Day, the national holiday that marks 
Canada’s Confederation in 1867, with 
guests from Jedway, including the sti-
pendiary magistrate E. M. Sandilands 
and the provincial constable Walter 
Prescott, who had “a very nice lunch 
with Mr. Ikeda.”55 Ikeda also joined Jo-
seph and Lena for dinner on various 
occasions, and in September, Lena 
went to Jedway for the day with Ikeda, 
both indicative of the level of comfort 
that existed among the three.56 On No-
vember 3, everyone at the mine joined 
in celebrating the “Japanese’s [sic] em-
peror’s birth day.”57 This may well be 
the occasion that Lena described in her 
own letter to her sister-in-law two 
weeks later: “Oh! Yes we had a tea party 
the other night we had tea worth 
$15.00 a lb. served Japnease stile [sic] 
in Jap. bowls and Jap. cakes & it was al-
right, too.”58 A comparison of the cost 
of the tea that Ikeda served his guests 
on the occasion of the Meiji emperor’s 
birthday to that of the ore shipped 
from Ikeda Mine, which “averaged . . . 
$30 per ton in copper and gold,” re-

veals just how fine a grade of tea it 
was.59

Both Lena’s and Joseph’s descriptions 
of their encounters with Japanese cul-
ture suggest that they responded to the 
cultural differences with interest rather 
than disdain. Although Lena used the 
term “Jap.” in her letter, her use of a pe-
riod, together with her uncertainty as 
to how to spell Japanese earlier in the 
same sentence, suggests that she used 
this form as an abbreviation and did 
not intend it to be disparaging. Joseph 
used “Japs” a handful of times in his 
diaries but never in referring to aspects 
of Japanese culture or in relation to 
Ikeda or the young men under Ikeda’s 
immediate supervision, whom he in-
variably referred to as “the Japanese 
Boys” or “the Boys,” or by name.60 He 
used the word “Japs” only when refer-
ring to Japanese laborers like those 
who worked under the supervision of 
other Japanese at the mine and with 
whom he had less direct contact.61 The 
first time Joseph used the expression, 
for example, was when he referred to a 
group of miners for whom a man 

named Harada was responsible as “his 
[Harada’s] Japs.”62 The care with which 
Joseph invariably referred to his em-
ployer as “Mr. Ikeda” and the young 
men Ikeda mentored as “the Boys” sug-
gests that the word “Japs” might have 
been part of a nomenclature that was 
in general use at the mine and that re-
flected the corporate and status hierar-
chies that ordered social relations at 
the mine.63

The reciprocal nature of the rela-
tionship that developed both be-

tween Joseph Marko and Ikeda and 
between Marko and “the Boys” is re-
flected not only in numerous shared 
meals and visits back and forth but 
also in a November 1908 diary entry 
relating that some of the young Japa-
nese men at the mine had begun to 
stop by the Markos’ home on a regular 
basis to learn English.64 The same kind 
of reciprocity is evident in reports that 
the Japanese doctor based at the mine 
made himself available to treat others 
in the area, including non-Japanese 
residents of Jedway, so that they would 
not have to travel to Vancouver, 550 

The Markos socialized freely with both Ikeda and the Japanese employees of the mine. Left: Ikeda (at bottom of stairs) and the Markos 
(at the top) are pictured at the home Ikeda built for them at Ikeda Bay. (Taylor Fonds, Ph.06096.05) Right: Joseph and Lena Marko pose 
with their 10-month-old son, Joseph Edwin, at Ikeda Bay in 1908. (Taylor Fonds, Ph.06096.04)
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miles to the south, for medical help.65

The level of Marko’s commitment to 
his job is demonstrated by the hours 
he worked: six days a week and often 
Sundays as well, although he some-
times returned home early on Sunday 
afternoons to chop wood or spend 
time with his family.66 There were con-
stant challenges involved in operating 
a copper mine in a remote location, in-
cluding winter weather so cold on oc-
casion that the waterworks at the mine 
froze, forcing it to shut down; times 
when the boat scheduled to pick up the 
ore or to drop off supplies was late; a 
one-day strike by the Japanese miners; 
broken machinery that had to be fixed 
with whatever tools were at hand; ill-
ness on the part both of mineworkers 
and the horses that hauled the ore; and 
periodic bouts of boredom brought on 
by the often monotonous rhythm of 
daily tasks.67 Also of concern was the 
environmental damage done to the 
slope around the Lily, which, in Mar-
ko’s words, was “getting pretty well 
banged up” by early 1909, resulting in 
the company “timbering up the slope” 
in an attempt to address it.68

Despite these challenges, the mine de-
veloped rapidly to the point that No-
gero called it “a beautiful little prop-
erty.”69 By 1909, the mine’s facilities 
included a 275-foot wharf, “a splendid 
harbour,” ore bunkers, and a 6,100-foot-
long tramway that extended to Ikeda 
Bay.70 As early as February, even the 
Prince Rupert Empire, which stridently 
opposed Japanese immigration and 
the hiring of Japanese immigrant labor 
by the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, 
reported:

Mr. Ikeda of Ikeda Bay shipped 100 tons of 
ore on the Beatrice making a total of 1000 
tons to date. Ledge of four feet wide and 
widening with work is being opened by 118 
Japanese and two white men employed. A 
compressor, two pneumatic drills arrived on 
the Amur and will be installed at once when 
the number of white men will be 
increased.71

even holding it up as a model for white 
managers:

At Ikeda Bay, over the divide from Jedway, 
the Japanese co. is plugging away. The 
middle tunnel has a face of 9 feet of ore and 
it is widening with every yard driven in.  
This company is managed by Japanese, 
doctored by Japanese, preached to by 
Japanese and is the only mining outfit on 
Moresby Island that is shipping ore and in 
some respects the management of the 
company might be followed to advantage by 
companies managed and doctored by white 
men.72

Above: Ikeda Mine developed rapidly. 
By 1909, its facilities included a 275-foot 
wharf and copper ore bunkers. (Royal 
B.C. Museum and Archives, H-04584) 
Below: Despite Ikeda Mine’s Japanese 
management and mostly Japanese 
workforce, even some of those opposed 
to Japanese immigration expressed 
admiration for its success. (Royal B.C. 
Museum and Archives, H-04586)

Despite its evident commitment to a 
white Canada, by March the Empire 
had gone a step further, expressing its 
grudging admiration for the success of 
the mining operation run by Ikeda and 
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The Empire even pointed to Ikeda as a 
model when it came to celebrating Do-
minion Day: “Manager Ikeda of Japa-
nese Mine at Ikeda Bay celebrated Do-
minion Day in a style that might be 
followed to advantage by Canadian 
mine managers. Visitors from Jedway 
were welcomed, treated handsomely 
and sent home on Ikeda’s launch.”73

Marko’s first entry in his new diary 
for 1909, a gift from Arichika 

Ikeda, declared that the New Year had 
begun on a promising note with a 
chicken dinner and a visit from Ikeda.74 
Summarizing the year that had just 
gone by, he figured that they had taken 
“out of the mine after sorting 6000 
tons [of ore] 2000 first grade 4000 sec-
ond class.” His wife and son, who had 
joined him in April, he added, had 
“staid the year out.”75 But despite its 
auspicious start, 1909 would bring 
heartache rather than promise. Barely 
five weeks after Marko recorded his 
optimistic first entry of the year, trag-
edy struck. Two of the Japanese labor-
ers at the mine were killed in an explo-
sion just three days after Ikeda left on a 
trip to Japan. “This morning we had a 
bad accident,” Marko wrote on Febru-
ary 9. “Tono and Kurata blown up by 
miss[ed] hole.” On February 10, he 
went to the government office in Jed-
way to report the accident and re-
turned with Constable Prescott, who 
supervised the burial of the two men 
that afternoon.76

Three months later, after Ikeda had re-
turned from Japan, tragedy struck 
again when Marko himself lost his life. 
The death registration notice filed in 
British Columbia’s Skeena district, 
which was signed by Dr. J. Kaneko and 
Shuzo Ohashi, both of Ikeda Bay, 
explained:

A local newspaper reported that in ad-
dition to a funeral “conducted by Mr. 
E. Sandilands, Stipendiary Magistrate,” 
which was attended by “a large con-
course of sympathizing friends,” “the 
Japanese employed at the mine also 
conducted a service in their own lan-
guage and in English, the whole being 
a very impressive ceremony.” It added 
that Marko had been “highly esteemed 
by all who knew him” and that “a deep 
gloom has been cast over the entire 
community by his untimely death.”78 
Lena Marko left for Vancouver on the 
Amur just two days after Joseph’s death, 
and Ikeda served jointly with Walter 
Parsons as sureties for Lena in the pro-
bate of his estate, posting a bond of 
$2,000.79

Later that year, on December 10, 1909, 
the Prince Rupert Optimist reported 
the sale of the mine:

The sale of the Ikeda mine, a famous 
Japanese property, for $200,000 to the 
Consolidated Mining and Smelting Co. of 
Trail [B.C.] has been confirmed by Mr. A. W. 
Davis, who with Mr. Ikeda has returned 
from an inspection of the property. Several 
other mining companies were after the Ikeda 
and only a short time ago Mr. J. F. MacAr-
thur experted [sic] it for some Glasgow 
people.

The Ikeda has been worked altogether by 
Japanese capital. Some years ago Japanese 
fishermen discovered mineral bearing rock 
and staked 47 claims. A company was 
capitalized at $75,000, organized in Japan, 
but only one of the claims, the Lily, has been 
worked to any extent. The cost of operation 
is figured at $3 per ton.

The ore average runs from $1 to 12.80 in 
gold; up to 4.08 ounces in silver; 1.14 to 
17.92 per cent in copper.

The Trail company also acquires such 
valuable assets as 1000 ton capacity ore 
bunkers, a wharf 275 feet in length and a 
splendid harbor. A gravity tram system of 
about one mile in length connect the mine 
with the inland settlement.80

rived to inspect the mine, even before 
Marko’s death.81 Sold to a new com-
pany and recapitalized in 1910, the 
mine reopened in 1914, and Ikeda con-
tinued to manage it over the next dec-
ade while the First World War kept 
copper prices high.82 The mine closed 
in 1920 when copper prices dropped, 
and a number of the claims that Ikeda 
had originally filed in 1907 or 1908 re-
verted to the Crown during the years 
that followed,83 although Ikeda would 
renew his claim to the Lily in 1937, just 
two years before his death in Vancou-
ver in 1939 at the age of 74.84

Although Canadian naval officers
 would insist in the wake of Japan’s 

attack on Pearl Harbor that “public 
opinion is very much against the Japa-
nese all over the Queen Charlotte Is-
lands,”85 for a period of time during 
the initial colonization of Moresby Is-
land earlier in the century, a space ex-
isted where race relations were struc-
tured differently than they were 
elsewhere in British Columbia. Ar-
ichika Ikeda clearly deserved a good 
part of the credit for this, but it also 
depended on the willingness of local 
non-Japanese residents to respond fa-
vorably to his overtures. Exceptional 
though this moment and the friend-
ship that developed between Ikeda and 
Marko might have been, it reminds us, 
at the very least, that we need to in-
quire into particular cases and interro-
gate the record before drawing a con-
clusion about the way in which an 
increasingly hostile legal framework 
structured the relationship between 
individual members of separate racial-
ized groups.

The cordial relationships that devel-
oped not only between Ikeda and 
Marko, but also between Ikeda, his im-
mediate assistants, and residents of 
nearby Jedway were also made possible 
by the transient and unstable nature of 
this borderland region. The remote-
ness of the area on Moresby Island 
where Jedway and Ikeda Mine were lo-
cated itself aided in the creation of this 

Joseph Marko on the evening of May 20th 
went into the mine to fire some shots (alone) 
and was overcome with powder smoke and 
fell with his face in a pool of water. His body 
was found in this position by the men of the 
night shift about 40 minutes after his going 
into mine.77

It appears that Ikeda had been intend-
ing to sell the mine for some time, 
given the regular visitors who had ar-
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alternate frontier: geography, weather, 
and harsh environmental conditions 
combined to distance the community 
at Ikeda Mine from other parts of Brit-
ish Columbia, including, to a signifi-
cant degree, even larger Graham Island 
to the north.86 Relative numbers were 
also no doubt a factor: as was true of 
Asian settlement in the Cumberland 
area on Vancouver Island a decade ear-
lier, the presence of Japanese immi-
grants on Moresby Island, where they 
also constituted roughly 70 percent of 
the settler population during the early 
20th century, challenges easy assump-
tions about the inevitability of Euro-
Canadian settlement of the islands 
along the B.C. coast. That disparity in 
numbers, however, also gave rise to 
claims by British Columbia legislators 
that Japanese labor migrants were be-
ing landed directly on the shores of 
Haida Gwaii and elsewhere along the 
B.C. coast, rather than being pro-
cessed through the formal ports of 
entry, in contravention of the Gentle-
men’s Agreement between Canada 
and Japan signed in 1908.87

Race was not absent in the intensely 
 masculine space that constituted 

the mining community at Ikeda Bay, 
but the peculiar way in which it was 
mediated both by class, as reflected in 
the corporate hierarchy, and by gender, 
in the form of shared masculinity, was 
also a critical factor in explaining so-
cial relations at the mine. Although 
Marko and Ikeda each appear to have 
had a genuine appreciation for the 
other—reflected in Ikeda’s social inter-
actions with Marko and his family—
there is never any doubt expressed in 
any of Marko’s diary entries that Ikeda 
is his superior. That social relations 
among Japanese residents at the mine 
were structured along fairly rigid hier-
archical lines is suggested in turn by 

the distinction Marko draws (and that 
might have reflected usage to which he 
was exposed at the mine) between “the 
Japanese Boys” whom Ikeda had taken 
under his wing and those he refers to 
as “[Harada’s] Japs”—a distinction 
rooted as much in class as in race, if 
not more in class than in race. Al-
though he differentiated between the 
two groups, Marko’s decision to put 
himself at risk in entering the mine to 
investigate a missed hole similar to the 
one that had caused the death of two 
Japanese workers three months before 
his own, rather than sending in one of 
the men he supervised, arguably re-
flects a genuine concern for all those 
for whom he was responsible.88

Although Lena’s arrival distanced Jo-
seph in some ways given that he now 
had his own home and no longer 
shared a dwelling with Ikeda, it also 
created new opportunities for inter-
action. Other women, including Lena’s 
mother, occasionally visited the mine 
from Jedway or elsewhere, but Lena 
was the only woman who appears to 
have lived at the mine at the time. Like 
Joseph, who described the mining 
camp as “this Japanese place,” Lena was 
also clearly open to engaging Japanese 
culture and the Japanese in Ikeda’s cir-

cle who worked at the mine, as re-
flected in her letters home about the 
Japanese tea she had participated in or 
about helping to teach English to the 
young Japanese men who came to the 
house. Although she created a place for 
herself at the mine as a married 
woman, her decision to leave on the 
first boat to stop at Ikeda Bay just two 
days after her husband’s death suggests 
the derivative nature of her position: 
in the masculine world of a mining 
camp at that time, it is unlikely that 
there was any place for a “respectable” 
single woman, no matter how recently 
widowed. Given that Ikeda had chosen 
not to move his own family to the 
mine, together with the fact that it 
might be as long as a month before an-
other steamer docked at Ikeda Bay, 
Lena might well have had Ikeda’s sup-
port in her decision.

Notably absent at Ikeda Mine were 
any Haida or other indigenous 

workers. Although there is evidence 
that Ikeda Mine occasionally enter-
tained Haida visitors, specifically a 
Haida chief and a famous Haida hunter 
and fisher who belonged to the Haida 
clan based in Masset on the northern 
coast of Graham Island,89 there is no 
evidence that Ikeda hired Haida from 

Those living at Ikeda Bay caught their own 
fish and hunted geese to supplement their 
diet. Arichika Ikeda stands at right; geese are 
strung from the cabin roof. (Phillips/Dalzell 
Fonds, Ph.02399)
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either Masset or Skidegate as miners or 
in any other capacity. While Japanese 
at a nearby saltery in Jedway bought 
fish from Haida fishers in the area, 
those at Ikeda Bay caught their own 
fish and hunted geese to supplement 
their diet.90 A photograph of Ikeda 
posing with white settlers on and 
around what was apparently believed 
by settlers to be a “relic of Indian cre-
ation” at Jedway,91 like the midden lo-
cated near the mouth of Ikeda Creek, 
makes clear that Ikeda could not have 
been unaware that Moresby Island was 
a place that had long been indigenous 
space. It also suggests that he, like his 
white counterparts, viewed the Haida 

presence largely as an artifact of the 
past—one that posed no barrier to ex-
ploitation of the island’s resources in 
their time. That those at the mine, like 
white settlers in the area, also assumed 
that the property on which they oper-
ated had long been abandoned by the 
Haida is suggested by Izo Arima, one 
of the young men Ikeda mentored, 
who was told when he was at Ikeda 
Mine in 1913 “that a long time ago the 
whole Queen Charlotte Islands was 
inhabited by the Indian[s] but some 
infections destroyed almost all the 
population.”92 Often—and expedi-Often—and expedi-
ently—characterized as an abandon-
ment by settlers and would-be de-

velopers, the Haida’s move to what are 
now the key population centers on 
Graham Island occurred in stages dur-
ing the late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies as their numbers fell and is 
more accurately understood as a con-
solidation. In 1913, Haida witnesses 
before the Royal Commission on In-
dian Affairs for the Province of British 
Columbia insisted, as they had con-
tinuously for years, that they retained 
title to their lands and demanded that 
the commissioners tell them when and 
how Canada had purportedly acquired 
title, given that the Haida had never 
been conquered and had never signed 
any treaty relinquishing title to those 
lands.93

The fact remains that the bond Ikeda 
and Marko forged was also ultimately 
made possible by the colonial project 
that framed their endeavor, including a 
mutual interest in exploiting as effi-
ciently as possible the resources of 
Guuna GawGa. What we are left with, 
nevertheless, is a glimpse of an alter-
nate frontier, where a status hierarchy 
existed for at least a short time that was 
ordered along lines that challenge our 
usual assumptions about the inevit-
ability of the ways in which the racial 
divides of the day structured social re-
lations. Here, race intersected with 
class and gender along less familiar 
axes, creating possibilities for inter-
action between members of racialized 
groups that did not exist in many other 
parts of British Columbia. The ties 
forged at Ikeda Mine remind us of the 
need to notice moments that run 
counter to prevailing trends if we are 
to understand borderland regions such 
as Haida Gwaii in all their complexity, 
including the “alternative Wests” that 

Ikeda, like his white counterparts, viewed 
the Haida presence largely as an artifact of 
the past. He poses here (seated, bottom, 
second from left) with other settlers next 
to what they believed to be an Indian 
relic; the carving is not a genuine Haida 
artifact. (Royal B.C. Museum and Archives, 
D-00565)
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might have evolved but for the deter-
mined efforts of B.C. legislators and 
others to create British Columbia as a 
“white man’s province.”94
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