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Beyond Affliction: The Disability History Project began when Producer Laurie Block found herself asking questions about how popular culture attitudes about disability came to be, how they have changed, and what kinds of consequences they had for people with disabilities and their families. 

Even though the life that a person with a disabling condition can look forward to today is very often, though certainly not always, radically different from what it might have been just 20 years ago, there has been little intergenerational discussion about the experience of having a disability. Disability history has not been widely studied, it's a relatively new field--although there is a substantial medical history literature related to important aspects of the disability experience. 

The passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act in 1990 extended to people with disabilities the civil-rights protections which have been extended to blacks, women, and minorities. It opened a broad front of new possibilities for people with disabilities, though--like other major civil rights legislation --it will take many years for the consequences to reveal themselves. This modern disability rights movement has also inspired a community to reconsider its own past. 

In the four programs of the on-air radio series, Block takes the listener on a personal journey as she searches for the shared experience of people with disabilities and their families. 

This site contains many primary source documents--images and texts--that she encountered as she sought answers to the projects original proposition--how have popular culture attitudes about disability come to be. 

The site is by no means a comprehensive history resource. It aims to introduce web browsers to sources, evidence, materials, and ideas that allow all of us to begin thinking anew about what the experience of disability means today and has meant to the generations that have come before.

Unless indicated otherwise, the material in this site has been assembled and texts have been written by the staff of Straight Ahead Pictures, Inc. (SAP) with the help of its project advisory board.

The work on this project has been done over a period of several years. Initial research and development funds came from several state humanities councils including: the New York Council for the Humanities, the California Humanities Council, the Connecticut Humanities Council and the Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities, as well as the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. Outreach development funds came from The Boston Globe Foundation. 

All phases of the project, including the website, have been supported by the Corporation For Public Broadcasting. Radio production and website construction was generously supported by AT&T 'It's All Within Your Reach.' The website has received additional support from Ken and Lucy Lehman of the New Prospect Foundation. 

In 1996, Producer Laurie Block joined with Producer Jay Allison to make the four programs in the on-air radio series. In this work, they were also joined by Block's longtime partner at Straight Ahead Pictures' Inc., John Crowley. 

RADIO PRODUCER BIOGRAPHIES 

Series producer and host Laurie Block, an award-winning filmmaker and director/producer of the feature documentary FIT: Episodes in the History of the Body, has been writing and researching historical documentaries since 1980 for PBS, HBO, National Geographic, and numerous independent film makers. Block also co-directs a partnership between local history museums, public schools, and her company-- Straight Ahead Pictures, Inc.-- that is developing a curriculum website to teach media literacy through history. 

Jay Allison, one of public radio's leading independent producers, has won most of the major awards in broadcasting including the coveted Edward R. Murrow Award and the Peabody Award. His work is heard on All Things Considered, This American Life and other national and international programs. Allison also reports, shoots, and produces Specials for ABC News Nightline.

John Crowley has been a documentary film and television writer for nearly thirty years. Films he has written have been selected for major film festivals and have won numerous awards. He has specialized in the archival documentary, writing films on the attack on Pearl Harbor, the 1939 World's Fair, the Depression, the 1950s bomb-shelter hysteria, and (with Laurie Block) fitness in America --among many other topics. He is also a respected novelist, winning the American Academy and Institute Award for Literature and the World Fantasy Award (twice). He teaches writing at Yale University. 

