Prepare a Developmental - Behavioral Pediatrics “In The News!”  item:

Goals and Objectives + Instructions
Description

Healthcare-related stories in popular media are ubiquitous and often influential and compelling to patient families. These stories may be incomplete or lacking in scientific accuracy, but families can nonetheless take the media stories at face value, shaping their views and opinions. We, as evidence-based clinicians and Medical Home providers, are called on to identify current issues, anticipate the impact of such news items, and provide professional and sensitive guidance.

Assignment Overview

Select an article related to Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics (DBP); summarize the story; evaluate the article; and identify credible resources available to families that build on the subject addressed in the article. You are scheduled a half-day to complete this activity.

Your “In the News!” analysis will be edited by Dr. Zinner and then distributed to DBP interdisciplinary faculty members and trainees via listserv.

Specifics

1. Find article: (5 minutes or less to read) Find an online news story or general interest article in the popular media relevant to DBP. No editorials or blogs. Consider sources such as NY Times; Seattle Times; L.A. Times; London Times; CNN, Time, Fox News.
2. Summarize the story and critique its persuasiveness to a consumer, including whether the article is impartial and scientifically balanced and accurate vs. incomplete, potentially misleading, or confusing. Keep this under 300 words.

3. Identify one or two reliable resources (e.g., books, websites or regional agencies, programs or other services) directly relevant to the topic of the article. Resources available on the training website are encouraged, but any resource that adheres to standards of evidence-based science and serves the interests of the public without bias or proselytizing is appropriate. To help evaluate resource reliability, see the NIH Finding and Evaluating Online Resources.
4. Email your draft, including the original media article’s URL, your prepared critique, and your suggested resources to samuel.zinner@seattlechildrens.org. 

Aid
· Media influence on science: Limits of Science from “More Intelligent Life”
Contact

Samuel Zinner, MD  206-987-0285, samuel.zinner@seattlechildrens.org
Educational Goals

1. Increase awareness of DBP’s ubiquitous presence in the popular news media.
2. Recognize the influence that these news stories have on families in their understanding of healthcare delivery and decision-making.
Learning Objectives

Because of preparation of an “In The News!” listserv piece, residents will be able to:

a. Patient Care

· quickly find available reliable resources to help in serving as an effective Medical Home provider. 
b. Systems-based Practice
· identify sources and topics of current issues important to families (they read the same sources as you and will turn to you to know about these issues).
