Today's story comes from the Los Angeles Times, and is titled "Hollywood's Doors Opening for Actors with Disabilities". www.latimes.com/features/printedition/health/la-he-acting7apr07,0,1295078,full.story
 

The story pinpoints a key shift in our cultural attitudes over the past few decades, which is that of our moving toward inclusion of adults with disabilities in all sectors of our working, social and community lives.  In this case, the emphasis is on inclusion in the media as actors, with stories about adults with Down Syndrome and Williams Syndrome with multiple major TV roles.  The state of California now has the Media Access Office (see below) which represents the 10% of the members of the Screen Actors Guild who have disabilities, and they report that they have effectively found scores of jobs in the entertainment industry for adults with disabilities.
 

As providers, we can help children with disabilities and their families explore opportunities and cultivate interests in vocational and recreational channels.  As our patients approach adolescence and beyond, we can help them and their families (and their new doctors) make these transitions and find opportunities to be included, as is their right and our responsibility.  The resources below may intrigue!
 

RESOURCES IN PERFORMANCE ARTS AND OTHER FORMS OF CULTURAL INCLUSION FOR ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES:
· Media Access Office www.disabilityemployment.org/med_acc.htm Actively promotes the employment and accurate portrayal of persons with disabilities in all areas of the media and entertainment industry, ensuring that the industry recognizes people with disabilities as part of cultural diversity.
· Performing Arts Studio West pastudiowest.com/ Performing Arts development with vocational training component for adults with Developmental Disabilities
· Medical Home: Transitions medicalhome.org/physicians/transition.cfm Assists pediatricians in helping adolescents with disabilities and their families prepare in making transitions in vocational, social and health arenas
· Tavon Center www.tavoncenter.org/ An exciting new program for young adults with disabilities making transition to becoming working adults, by emphasizing work, nature and community involvements. 
And that's today's Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
