Today’s article is a VIDEO piece from www.infolive.tv and is titled, “Israeli Exoskeleton Suit Enables Paralyzed People To Walk.”   http://www.infolive.tv/en/infolive.tv-28159-israelnews-israeli-exoskeleton-suit-enables-paralyzed-people-walk
This 2.5-minute video relates a robotic “exoskeleton” with motorized leg supports, body sensors for direction instructions and a backpack with a computerized control box to enable walking in people with diplegic paralysis (i.e., both legs) who may otherwise be limited to using a wheelchair for mobility.
The narrator and interviewees may bias viewers in a number of ways.  The narrator refers to people with paralysis as “paraplegics”.  This and related terms may unfavorably stereotype people with paraplegia (rather than “parplegics”) by associating their identity with their disability.  The narrator equates the ability to walk with a “proud (facial) expression,” which may imply that having a disability is shameful. An interviewee remarks that the main benefit of the device is “dignity” and enabling one to being “grown up”, and leading a “normal life.”  Importantly, the video touches on the reality that there are limitations, and that this technology will be further researched and that many people with neuromuscular movement and posture limitations are not eligible.

As providers, we can help interested families realistically understand the current scope of such technologies and to learn about what the future may hold.  The following resources may help:

RESOURCES ON ROBOTICS AND ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGIES FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES:

· World Health Organization: Disability http://www.who.int/topics/disabilities/en/ WHO defines disability is a complex phenomenon, reflecting an interaction between features of a person’s body and features of the society in which he or she lives.
· Resources on Assistive Technologies https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html#section4_textarea40_heading 

· Resources on Cerebral Palsy https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html#section4_textarea11_heading
· Resources on Neural Tube Defects https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html#section4_textarea21_heading
And that’s today’s Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
