Today's story comes from BBC News, titled "Is Five Too Soon to Start School?"
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/education/7234578.stm
 

In England, children begin school at 5 years of age.  In the U.S., the rules are changing, and parents often opt to have children start a bit later when available.  However, in Finland, where children start at 7 AND have longer vacations, academic performance is #1 in the world. 
 

The ongoing arguments featured in the article, pro and con, regarding starting earlier vs. starting late, raise issues about opportunities at home vs. educational opportunities at school, and about building strong family bonds vs. building adaptable peer social skills.  What sort of education is "best" and how to guide parents who ask "Should I delay starting my child in kindergarten?".  The following resources can help you and families make some sense of what we do and don't know to come to a reasoned decision.
 

RESOURCES ON SCHOOL READINESS AND EARLY LEARNING:
· School Readiness: September May Be Too Late Grand Rounds presentation by our very own William O. Walker, MD http://seattlechildrens.com/health_care_professionals/education/grand_rounds_online/2006/08/001432.asp
· Getting Ready A multi-state initiative that studies and reports on indicators of well-being to determine what "school readiness" means www.gettingready.org/matriarch/
· Fine By Nine - Seven things to know about school readiness Seven research-based indicators of school readiness to assist in policy-making www.finebynine.org/pdf/7%20Things.pdf
And that's today's Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
