Today's story comes from the Health section of CNN.com and is titled "Med Student Struggles to Preserve Her Idealism". 
www.cnn.com/2007/HEALTH/08/16/med.student.essay/index.html?iref=werecommend 
 

This story is something of an editorial (which is a "no-no" for this In The News --- but since it's not in the editorial section, this one's sliding by).  It's written by a 2nd-year medical student at NYU.  She discusses her experiences in medical school, training her to be suspicious and cautious of patients; her elder doctors advising her against a career in medicine; and contemporary medical training that focuses on legal defensiveness and time-efficiency. Gone are the fundamental principles of Hippocrates? Of Oliver Wendel Holmes? 
 

As Medical Home providers, we reframe our clinical identity as partners with patients and families.  We learn cultural effectiveness and sensitive listening skills. Patients/families are far less likely to feel alienated or judged, or to raise lawsuits for that matter, and far more likely to show compliance, when communication can be assured.  Kids, don't try this alone!  Learn how to become the "don't harm/do help" provider you went to grad school to become.  The resources below are designed for this purpose:
 

RESOURCES TO BUILD POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH PATIENTS/CLIENTS:
· Medical Home (Washington State) [www.medicalhome.org ]
· Medical Home Improvement Kit [www.medicalhomeimprovement.org/mhik.htm]
· Touchpoints - strategies (T. Berry Brazelton, MD) [www.touchpoints.org/strategies.html] 
And that's today's Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
