Today's story was prepared by Melissa Walsh, M.D. (R3), and edited by Sam Zinner, M.D.
 

Today's story is a news piece from National Public Radio, so the attachment is audio (listed below), rather than literary. Temple Grandin, a well-known gifted adult and doctoral professional with autism, speaks about her experience.  For me, one of the best ways to understand an illness is through the words of one who has lived through or lives with the condition.   Dr. Grandin describes how she interacts with the world of emotions and novel situations by drawing on her library of previous concrete experiences, as opposed to being able to abstractly apply the concepts or themes (e.g., love, anger, good vs bad).  She attributes her professional success to this well-honed ability to search through the catalogue of her mind and synthesize, and then apply, the information to a new concept.  For example, she discusses the creation of a new design of slaughterhouses (in fact, McDonald's Restaurant hired her for this purpose, due to concerns about frightening slaughter methods) that is more humane and efficient.  She describes how her adaptive strength is the result of her need to compensate for the differences in her brain due to her autism - and how she wouldn't give it up in order to be "normal."

TO HEAR THE STORY:
NPR : Seeing in Beautiful, Precise Pictures
www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5628476

INTERNET RESOURCES:
National Autistic Society (United Kingdom)
Real life stories: people with autism and Asperger syndrome 
www.nas.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=120&a=3620

Temple Grandin: Autism Reveals Social Roots of Language
www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5503688

BOOK:
Emergence: Labled Autistic by Temple Grandin
And that's today's Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
