Today's story comes from the South African journal Mail & Guardian and is titled "New-style Malaria Vaccine Could Save Millions". www.mg.co.za/article/2008-08-03-newstyle-malaria-vaccine-could-save-millions
 

Wouldn't "Malaria is Eradicated!" be a nice headline?  One day, perhaps it will be a real one if a vaccine currently being tested in humans (with early success already seen in animal models) is effective.  Malaria infects up to a half-billion people each year, with 1% of them dying (that's between 3 and 5 million deaths, mostly children).  The CDC was developed in 1946 specifically to eradicate malaria (the CDC is in Atlanta today because malaria was endemic in that area of the country).  The methods we used in the U.S. to stop malaria won't work in poor sub-tropical countries, however.
 

There's a great threat of resistance to chloroquine, our malaria prevention and treatment drug.  In sub-tropical Africa, it is unlikely that there would be much of a movement of anti-vaccine sentiment, as everyone is acquainted personally with malaria.  Not so in the U.S.
 

While malaria is not a current threat in the U.S., many vaccine-controlled illnesses are, especially since few parents have any personal experience with the awful diseases our vaccines prevent.  The following resources may help.
 

RESOURCES ON VACCINE SAFETY, RISKS AND EFFECTIVENESS:
· Vaccine website links https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html#section4_textarea32_heading Includes excellent narrated video in English and in Spanish
· Eradication of Malaria in the U.S. www.cdc.gov/malaria/history/eradication_us.htm CDC web-page
And that's today's Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
