Today's story is a VIDEO (a fun-view!  Watch it) from the BBC, titled "Chimps Top Humans on Memory". http://news.bbc.co.uk/player/nol/newsid_7120000/newsid_7126100/7126174.stm?bw=bb&mp=wm&asb=1&news=1&bbcws=1 

The 90-second video features a Japanese research study (published this week in Current Biology) pitting 5-year-old chimpanzees against college students on a visual sequential short-term memory task.  The chimps won, demonstrating an intelligence superior to humans, at least if you believe that psychometric tests (ie, standardized tests of intellectual function) accurately measure intelligence.  A future study will compare young chimps with human children (since some learning/memory skills are stronger in young primates than in older ones).  Implications relevant to pediatrics may include: Different kinds of learning (and hence, no "one size fits all", the basis behind some aspects of learning disability, including dyslexia); autism (the chimps may perform better because they see the whole picture, whereas humans typically regard the sequence -- in autism, some children are particularly adept at whole-picture viewing, while perhaps most others are particularly challenged in doing so.  Hence, a child with autism who is asked to draw a picture of a face may draw the head in outline with the body, failing the see the head/face as an important distinction from the body) and others.
 

As clinicians, we can advocate for our patients' special learning differences, accommodating weaknesses and capitalizing on strengths.  The following resources can help:
 

RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES AND PROVIDERS ON LEARNING DIFFERENCES:
· Washington State Medical Home: Families link www.medicalhome.org/families/school_tools.cfm A wealth of information and tools for families to partner with their pediatricians in negotiating free and appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environments (LRE) for their kids with special needs
· All Kinds of Minds www.allkindsofminds.org/ Developed by renowned Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrician Mel Levine, MD, this site is designed to build systems that help students who struggle with learning measurably improve their success in school and life through educational, scientific and clinical expertise.
· Learning and Learning Disabilities resources https://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds/Resources.html#section4_textarea15_heading Internet hyperlinks to a variety of resources on related learning differences.
And that's today's Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!

