Ben Colton, MS-4 prepared today's story, edited by Sam Zinner. 
  

Today's article comes from CNN and is entitled "Inside the Middle East: Challenging attitudes to disability".  

http://www.cnn.com/2007/WORLD/meast/01/29/inside.wehdat/index.html
 

The article describes a mental health facility in Jordan and its transformation from a place where locals dumped garbage into a place that is gaining greater acceptance by the surrounding community, and making a difference in the lives of its patients, their families and their community. The general population in many places around the world, including that in our own country, is largely ignorant of the experiences, and sometimes plight, of people with disabilities. This often leads to discrimination which may be overt or obvious.  Despite some transparent cultural differences between Jordan and the US, what is particularly compelling in this story are the similarities between cultures, ranging from limitations to community involvement due to bias or lack of access, and families feeling lost and worried regarding their child's future, as well as to growing awareness, advocacy and services for people with disabilities and their care providers. 
 


We as providers can help to increase awareness through advocacy efforts.  The resources listed below are designed for physicians to serve in this advocacy capacity:
 

RESOURCES TO HELP DOCS SERVE AS ADVOCATES:
http://depts.washington.edu/dbpeds
Select 'Advocacy Opportunities'
 

And that's today's Developmental/Behavioral Pediatrics: IN THE NEWS!
